‘Midsummer Night’s

Performances of “A Midsum-
mer Night's Drcam” continue
through Sunday at Varner Studio
Theatre at Oakland University in
Rochester Hills and through
Thursday, May 25, ot the Wallace
Smith Theatre at Oakland Com-
munity CoUcuc‘a Orchard Ridge

iils,

Cathie

wears o Ttree Stooges pageboy that
makes him.lock more like slapstick
king than a likely lover.

Hermia's daddy may prelcr

" Demetrius as sultor for his daughter,

Breidenbach

Campus in Far For
ncka: information call OU's Cen-
ter for the Arts box office at 370-
3013 or the Smith Theatre box off-
ice at 471-7700.

From the vemulc set, subtly se-

nlty College to celebrate imaglna-
tlon and the convoluted course of
love in this pleasing jolnt presenta-

oo,
Devotes of Shakespeare some-

ductive lighting,
costumes and rambunctious ataging,
director T. Andrew Aston's produe-
tlon of “A Midsummer Night's
Dream” is a visual pleasure,
Oakland University’s Center for
the Arts jolns with Oakland Commu-

Musical

Performances of the Avon
Players production of “Cabaret”
contmlu: through Saluvduv, May
27, at_the theater in Rochester
15ills. For ticket information, call
the boz office at 656-1130.

“Cabaret” has a smashing seript,

and the Aven Players does Ju:ﬂce to |

the lean, musical version of John
Van Druten's play, written by Joe
Masteroff.

Masterofl captures the spirit of
wlld, chle decadence many of the
German palnters of pre-World War
II Berlin caught on thelr canvascs.
The Avon Players Intelligently
recreates the mood of the original
storics by Ch Isherwoad,

words dominates the play and hob-
bles the movement of the plot. Not
50 n thls production.

If anythlng, visual pleasures and
encrgetle pacing seduce audience at-
tentlon away from words, Occasion-

al haphazard articulation by players
makes catching every syllable diffl-
cult, which adds to the subjugation
of language to actiot.

DEBBIE POM plays the pellte
Hermla as a feisty bundle, She, and
Amy Kildow zs Helena are a comely
pair worthy of the love of Lysander
and Demetrius. Tall Lysander,
played by Scott Crawlord, looks like

a young heart-throb with his blond

curls, but Scott Berry as Demetrius

but if eyes beguile the heart, it's no
wonder Demetrius doesn't stand a
chance without a bit of (n!ry dmtm
belp love along. Harry Catl

Hermia's domineering daddy lnoka
and wounds the part of an exasperat-
ed parent.

The four lovers play iheir tangled
affectlons with skill, and in one frec-
for-all scene, Lhey outdo themselves
with splendld alapstick antics that {1t
Puck's observation, “What fools
these mortals be.”

Lysander tucks Hermln under his
arm and earvies her around while
she flalls in fury. Helenz puts her
hand on Hlermia's forehead and holds

‘Cabaret’ a slick show

this gifted actor gives the audience a
world of Information. Upchurch
manges to Imbue thls demanding
role wlth his own brand of wit.

SHEILA LYLE Is Fraulein
Schneider, the landlady who loves
writers. Lyle is a resigned Mother
Courage, a Brechtian survivor. She

which are set in a Berlln on a verge
of destruction.

., Jelf Upchurch does a splendid job

" as the sardonic Master of Ceremo-
nles. He Is both jubilant and re-
strained, playlog the sophisticated,
lewd MC who introduces the acts at
the Kit Kat Club, and by extension,
tells us about the stages Germany
sinks into on the way to Fascism.

A lifted cyebrow on the face of

y portrays a who
lel! survive WWII, but at temendous
When she sings “A Plncapple for
Me,” she Is a happy matron who has
found love. Whea she returns the
crystal bowl and calls off her im-
pending marrige, we know that her
generous beart has frozen,
Fred Shulak Is touching as Herr
Schultz, the elderly, Jewish suitor
who thinks nothing can happen to

him becaue he Is “German.” Schultz
says his broken shop windows are
the “acts of mischievious children,”
sings "Meeskite"” endearingly at his
engagement party, and moves to Lh: .
other side of town shen Fraul
Schoelder, the realist, calls off mu.—
maryiage,

Shulnk gives us a Schultz who is
loo olrl to flee while there's stilt

Slcphn.nle Nichols L! believable as
Frauleln Kost, the blowsy whore
who knows all the sallors in town.
Nichols Is lusty, practical, a woman
who can’t tell one sailer from anoth-
er, a where who is a slgn of the
times.

TOM SMITH does an equilly finé
Jjob as Ernst Ludwig, the genlal Nazi
who makes trips to Paris to collect
money for the Party. Smith slides
from geniality to ugliness in a swift,
{lnal scene at the nightclub.

Kim Monterosso as C!lﬂard
Bradshaw, the ter, openy
hl.lhurtloﬂullnlndlupwpln. He
tells his girl, Sally Bowles, “every-
thing's s0 tacky and terrible, it's
wonderful.”

What Nazism Is about 1s slow to

dawn on Bradshaw, but when It does,
he rises to the occasion. Refusing Lo~
run errands for the Nazis, he 1s beat-
en up, He . understands ‘“Mein
Kamp{,” unilke the apolitical Sally.
Whm hh ghl hzl an abortion be-
ts t0 work at the
nlghlx:lub Chot lmyn ticket home, un-
derstanding that the end of the world
as he has known It has arrived.

Eileen Keat Is a lvely, talky Sa]ly
Bowles, Kent pours her heart ini
ber soogs, sashays out into the nud.l-
ence In shimmering gowns and is ef-
fective alnging about ber friend, El-
sle . Bowles is a corrupt,
Tovely mum:. and Kent conveys
the message that she, llke the Berlia-
ers, wants to live fast and dle young.

The Kit Rat Glrlsmuxyand
fubny. The walters are terrific and
versatile. Jim Canu, Anthony Sher-
man and Chuck Thompson are agile
in many roles. The costumes by
Mary Copenhagen are especlally
good. Al that black lace!

Helen Zucker has many years’
ezperience reviewing for news-
papers and magazines in. Michi-
gan, New York and Massachu-
3setts.
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the angry spitfire at arm's length

while Hermla quivers to get at her-

oncc-dear friend. Vigorous theater,
{ull of delight.

Designer Susan Barreft deserves
double praise for a set that not only
caplures the ethereal palette and
delicate lghting of the fatries’ wood-
land world but is slmple enough to
move easlly from Qakland Unlvers!-
ty's Vamer Theatre to Oakland
Community College’s Wallace Smith
Theatre where the play will also be
presented.

LIGHTS PROJECT mottled leafy
designs on clongated banners sus-
pended from the ceiling to ereate 2n
Impressionistic forest as simple as It
Is effective. Except for a peach Ught
that throbs when Oberon’s potions
are working their magic, the lighting

ream’ eye-appealing

mox traditionsl forthe(rysties.
Traoy -Wade matcs-a-fine, Jight-
footed Puck with g scnventlonal
blue belly-buttom:“he most memo-~
rable thing about the falry Xing and
queen (Andrew John Young and
Mary Monroc) are their dramatle,
ractallle costumes. With hls moussed
bair and dlabolleal eyebrows, Ob-
eron brings to mind Jack Nickelson
in much younger days.

The fairies (Mary Kay Geb,
‘Yvonne Rosseel, Dawn Hamblin, Ka-
thy J. Willlams and Erika Wood) fllt
about lke bothersome little sisters
or pesky mosquitoes, hoverlng
around the human lovers tickllng
and teasing them.

Thelr antics underscore the play-
fulness not only of the impish
sprites, but of Shakespeare's magl-
cal play that makes sport of tangled
bumsan aff. nln, then mercifully un-
to celebrote

succeeds through subtlety. That high
tech Light beflts a science
fiction sct beiter than the falry
world, but to quibble about a detail
s0 small as a throbbing light ks to nit-
plck a productlon that [s otherwise 2
visual delight.

Jerry Rathgeb as Bottom strikes a
happy balance between being an
cgotlstical jerk and a dear, bumbling
man. Rathgeb's Bottom lacks the
crude, porcine gestures some actors
bring to the role, A ham he pulls off
splendidly, bot be plays a Bottom too
civilized to fairly be called piggish.

His sidekicks, Morris Weinner as
Peter Quince, Michael Curtiss as
Flute, Brion Young as Soug, Leah
Smith as Snpout and Markest Tate
play thelr roles with the broad ha-

present
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the mecndLng marrizge of the hap-
py couples,

Cathie Breidenbachk of West
Bloorifield teaches college writ-
ing classes and works as. a
Jreelance writer,
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