‘Carmen hea"csup in | Ove/ hate scenes

Bizet's opera “Carmen' Is a toned-
down verslon of Prosper Merimee's
violent story about o captivating
gypsy woman who submitted to no
laws other than her own momentary
desires.

But the more Iurid account easily
makes fta way into the opera's Inter-
pretatlon and is the source of contin-
ued fasctnatlon for (his operz, a fa-
vorite alnce its 1875 premiere,

In Michigan Opera Theatre's lat-
est productlon of “Carmen” at Ma-
sonle Temple this week, the herolne
doesn't carve up lover Don Jose's

Vo 2a Doerr

Mary Jane

Z

tand held-over voles (for audlence
euod) his truly fine dellvery of
the “Flower” Aria and In hl.shut act
confrontation. .

Few tenors are ever cutsung by
Micaela, but Fricds was
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When not I.u specially ombv:u-ated
sceoes, Clurca to boring
ips postures which could
!u:ve been i.mpmved with better

ge direction.
cmu for bringing Spanish au-
goes to

nnﬂnpp:lhle She mada Kelen appear

clgarette factory much more steamy
than usual.

‘The show Is a lighted stick of dy-
pamite, It explodes n Act IV with a
friction-fitled death scene bctweuc_n

a

face. But, Roman T 's dlrec-
tion puts alt fhat ugly rmlinn of the
origtnal story in a romantic and ap-
peallng setting, making the Sevitle

Herbig conducts truly outstanding program

‘The latest Detroit Sympheny Or-
chestra prograum, under music direc-
tor Gunther Herblg, demonstrated
that some rare music can be sub-

K.365 and the Symphony No. 10 by
Shostakovich. The overture to Mo~
zart's ‘Marringe of Figaro” served
as a light lntmdncllon to thls uni-
verse of rich musleal content,
Mozart’s Concerto for Two Planos
has been recorded many times, buta
live performance of this remarkable
work s hard to come by, This is true,
of course, for any work that requires
mulllplc solo roles and ihe lc:m:e
supply ol

Clurca  (Carmen) aud Hunxlrim
tenor Peter Kelen (Don Josc).

THE HATE SCENES between

these two surpass ordinary intensity,

Ciurca has power {o spare n her sil-

ky mezzo volce and turns up the vol-

ume in each of the opera’s four acts.
Kelen comes allve in the love-hate

:caus. especlally when be fs the so-
oist.

Kelen spares his volce du.rlﬁz his
duets with Ciurca and soprano
Stephanie Friede (Micacla) to grand-

the normaily enthral-

duct “MA mere, je ln vols."Her
“Je dls que rien ne m'epouvante” Is
the show-stopper.

Ciurca has moments whem she is
matchless — the card “Ev
valn pour eviter,” and In the well-
staged quintet, "Non: avoas en tete,”
(where David Jackson as the gypsy

scores again lo another
actlng trjumph). Vocally Clurcea’s
“Habanera” and ber “Sequldilla” are
wonderful.

siricted almost exclusively to Ger
man music. The Shostakoevich 1
symphony was one cxample of hb
capability with a different reper-
totre.

ok d to bo one

castanet rhythms
heighten the action. In the beginning
of Act IV, sho and two members cf
ker Grupo the

B
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Masonle 'l'emple stoge. In Act IV, ev-
came to Ulfe with a zwﬂ.ni

bull ring und hmuy sequined andy:
beaded cos
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Smxme Acuml chorus d
enunclated Freach words and
strong vocal harmeny, b
all evening with the orchestra'gys!
Uming, especially in ibe firal balito
ring scme.m'.l;he orchestra sowmpicd ™

Espana
conflict of the three lovers.

The credit for carrying the gypsy
song, “Les Tringles des sistres,” goes
to Jeralyn Refeld, soprano. Roberto
Gomez, Barbra Youngerman, Ste-
phien Bryant, and Tyrooe Jollvet also
bad strong deliveries.

1in's reign of terror,

The Scherzo of the second move-
ment, whick develops into a mad,
daring orchestral storm, s a musical
portrait o! Sulln. lwm!lng ta the

of the 20th century’s greatest sym-
pbonixu, put l:usum l.nln most of

delssohn’s Concerto In A flat major,  sounded well-rounded and coordinat-
which was the scheduled cholce ona  ed as if played by one person. Metic-
few previous occaslons. ulously shaped phrases were the rule

Few events can malch the reward
of hearing this inspired Mozart con-
certo performed by such a glited and

duo. One

makes lhe task of uhedul!ng such a
performance even harder. French
sisters Katla and Marielle Labeque
are highly acclaimed duo-planists,
Mozart's concerto is probably the
most substantial work of ita kind,
surpassing significantly Mea-

tatic that the
Labeques [rom many other plan-duo
teams is that they are capable of
providing twice the reflnement of a
single planist, without multlplylng
the notse level.
This quality was cvldent in the
openlng trill both planos, which

in this inspired performance. The
keen perception and understan
of Mozart's style was evident In this
npproa::h. which avolded the 19th
der and more voluml-
nous sound in spite of many tempta-
tions to do s0. In some places,
though, I wish there had been some
sparkie {n the approachk.

MAESTRO HERBIG is frequently
accused of choasing a repertolre re-
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“Carmen” productions, bat Aark De-
lavaa resdered an alloring

who could kave mp(nmd Care3®C,
affections. Kowing
Iso't poasible.

lhc sudience if played with convigi.: .

ini)

Hn‘blg brought out the fomer
themes and even the most coraplex _
poruons came unmgh with clarify’

mnvemcnls !uum the four-note
theme that (n German botation

t dlrect]

to lhe music wlthm:t stifling its mn

was  stands for the compaser’s Initials, D Mnny DEQ programs can be' d¢-

wrm.m shortly before smuu death SCH. seribed as highly competeat. This i

in 1953 and reflects tha greater ar- This monumental work, with one of the few that was definitely
tistic freedom allowed ing Sta-  many salos, will move  outstanding.
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Due to Imited space on these tours, your
fully refundable $100 deposit must be made KONA & HILO
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HOLLYWOOD
24824 Michigan Ave.
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Price Includes:

ZAir transportation round trip via scheduled jet
dlr line with in-flight meal service plus
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bedrooms In fine resort hotels

v/ Sightseeing and speclal events as fisted. Al g
Entrance Fees and Transfers included.

vTo-your-soom baggage handling. Free
baggage allowance is 44 pounds perperson
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