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Susan Lyman's three-dimenslonal forms from troe branches are directly reiated to her interest In drawing. As the artist at work,
she benda dyes and m-aha;nl what she finds In nature.

Art improves on nature

By Coinne Abatt
staft writer

HE DEVELOPMENT :'of
Susan Lyman's sculpture,
on display at nobm Eidd
Gallery of
through June 3, is a fnsdnnung ple-
toral saga,

The dramatic c\mnga ln her wm‘k

can be documented in th
bluona she bas bad at K.(dd Gal.lery
= from baskets and basket forms in
1981 to skeletal and partly sheathed
forms two years later to her present
show of lean-line, organic-oriented
eulptres.

T'm taking the paper skin off. |
‘They're more organic, they’re more
geomelric, I'm paring them down,”
she sald,

Her medlum Is tree branches
which 'she peels, colors, whittles,
shapes and glues together. Through
all this by-hand process, the orglnlc
fecl of the material remains al
with some hint of or play on (nne-
tlon.

The most notable change in con.
cept of the new works is the uso of
her materials to deflne space to en-
close and/or accentuate it, The qual-

ity of the wurkmnmhlp Is such that"
the materials she has shaped, bent
and doweled- or glued scem com-
pletely natural in the refined (orm.

SHE HAS ENHANCED bher medi-
um and created a form which seems
destined o sce the light of day and
make the envirenment more attrac-
tve.

One which began in her mind as a
possible table base cventually lost
all but the barest suggestion of that
idea. Another she saw at flrst as o
chair, but the chalr form Is litle
more than a vague, playful mcmory
The tall one, with sharp pol
sticks jnserted into Its maln sphw is
named “Hall tree," and Lyman sald
she wouldn't care if someone hung &
hat on one of the spikes, “I llke hav-
Ing an object or a natural form wadrk
as a reference point,” she sald, “Halt
trec” is cherry and maple.

When she applies color it 18 Swed-

ish dye sealed wilh wax and
butcher’s wax. The table base form
just evolved as she took two long
Umbs and kept sbaplng and mitering
untll she was satisfied with the form.

While frieads collect and deliver
lots of wood to her, she likes to use

lmhly cut pleea because they are
casier to work and shape. Bhe'd un
to find a Chinese

because she laves the shape of l.he
branches. She likes working with po-

plar, uses some hardwoods such as

cherry and some unusual onea such
as bittersweet.

LYMAN SEES THESE curren
pleces as an extension of dnwinz
which she atudied at the Fine Arts
Work Center in Provincetown and
continues to do.

P
master’s In flne art at Unlversity of
Michigan in 1878 and is visual pro-
gram tor at the Fine Arts

Work Center at town,

where she lves with her husband

and 18 month old son, Sam.

An cxhiblt of palntings by Canadi-

* an artist, Adele Duck i In the main

gallery. Kidd Gallery, 107 Town-

send, Blrmingham, v open 10:30
a.m. 10 §:30 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday,

This sculpture of bitterswool,
cherry’ and poplar — and
subtly colored —~ is Illlad
“Song bird.”

Singer says
Carmen role
akes stamina

By Mary Jane Doorr
spocial writor

Cleopatra Clurea looks exactly
1ike the llusive Spanlsh gypsy Car-
men would — with long, neturally
curly black halr, enormous brown
eyes and a smooth ollve complex-
ton. -

Her unpretentious sense of hu-
mor and receptive smile exempts
her from being accused of the gyp-
sy’s Rirtatious and deceptive na-

‘This woek she I singing her first
“Carmen” in thc United States in
the Michigan Thealre's pro-
ductlon at Masonic Temple. This is
a role sbe s known for in Europe
and will soop debut at the Vienna
State

“I take an abstract concept of
Carmen nnd try to place emphaaly
on the color In my volce w br‘lng
out the dramatic aspects,” sh

Clurea talked in Italian uxrngh
interpreter Josephk De Rugerils,
who wrote the surtitles for MOTa

speaks En
u.n for Involved explanations, She
also speaks French and her native
Romanian ‘best of all”
“Tone that dowm. I don't want to
seem pretentious,” she sald,

CIURCA MAY not want to seem

During Act II, Carmen Is on
stage einging during mest of the
action.

CIURCA 18 a Freach cltizen, but

Sm;nndn. a pharmacist, now Hve
in

aris,
“T¢t wasn't hard to decide to liva
in Paris. France i Jess bureaucrat-

% Rl

Clcopatra Clurca will sing the
rolo of Carmen with the Mich-
igan Opera Thoater-for tho
third time a! 8 p.m. Saturday.
Isola Jones will take over tho
role for the matines at 2 p.m.
Sunday. :

kave become an nnmuuh"
the conservato-

"Wo were the surtitlés ” she said,
making another foke. "Wa did mt
have any tramlations
stage lke here.

Asked why she thinks so many of
the world' large volces are
Romanian

“Pethaps it Is lhn climate. I
thick that Romanlans zre most
1ikely to be bases or mezsos and It-
aly seems to produce more teoors
and eopranos.”

CIURCA HAS a wide range of
parts in ber repertoire besides tha
Bypsy roles of Carmen, Maddalena
and Azucena, She sings Adalgiza
(“Norma"), Marina (“Borls Godu-
nav'™), Amneris (“Alda") and Prin-

Ebou {"Don Carlo™).
In Verdl's hometown shs won
Tirst prize at the Verd! Internation-
al Volce Competition in 1981, and
in Rio de Janlero the placed firet
for the best in tation of Braxl-
lian music In 1979, She made her

as 015n In “Eugene Onegin.”

e sald the new theater in Do~
troll \vﬂl offer MOT badly needed

Ln-theater time to rehearsa tha

proud of tho disciplioed education g done L1 Bu b otbernisn B

nbﬁlreceind- ictan and mwmummmopmom-
was a clals are highly

They are very warm and
ous, " she sald,

Smmeiesiedévdecagrrazys

- Y like the American aundienzes.
spontane-

Watercolors delight

‘the eyes and spirit

Watercolors by Marjorio Hecht
of joy for lito. Her subjocts
sconas and flower still lffes. Hor

8imon convey her feclings
are garden gcenes, peopjo
paintings ara on display at

Rublnor Qallery, 7001 Orchard Lake, West Bloomfleld,
through June 1, Thore are 35 palntings In her one-person
exhibit and 17 are 40-by-80 [nches. Many were Inspired by
her visits to England, the Moditerranoan coast and othor

parts of the world. She Is an

avid gardener with a deep -

appréclation for tiowars. The etill lifo at far right Is “Cap
Ferrat,” 29-by-41 inches. Tho other is “Forest Garden,
* England,” 40-by:60 inchas. Gallery hours are 11 a.m.to 5

p.m. Tuesday through Saturday,




