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about you. There may be one

next door or down the strect

or just around the corner.
From Birmingham, where Elmore

EF YOU scek o writer, look

.l.concrd pens  those - hot-zelllng

. suspense tarillers, to Mancelona,
; where Glorla Whelan crafts her
« prize-winning short .storles, to the
.campus at East Lansing, where DI

+ ane Wakeskl puts together her artful
1 poetry, to a secluded spot near Lako
¢ Leelanay, where Jim Harrison cre-

nlm his gritty, no-holds-barred prose

p
— In Michigan, there's a whole ot of

» writing golng on.

< And it's not just name writers like
W{Lconard and Whelan and’ Wakoski
. and Harrison who are lnvolved. Lis-
i ten, aud you'll hear the sounds of
V"scribbling penclls and clacking type-
\iwriters, as hundreds [n this pleasant
peninsule apply themselves to the
»:erlous business of putting words to
ypaper. .

N
M l-orlunntcly, many Mlchigan writ-

gory Loselle of-

ers have been recognlzed for thelr
‘jefforts recently, and awarded prizes
ifor thelr well-crafted prose and po-
cu'y The following is a partial list-
.ing of those writers. While some
names are famlllar, most are oot
Congratulations to all.

; o Approximately 1,600 short sto-
irles by almaost 800 authors were co-
Pered In this year’s prestiglous PEN
kSyrdicated Fletion Project contest.

When authors Alan Chewse and
Laura Furman, and Simon and

uster cditor Lestle Wells, had

mpleted the final judging, Michl-
an writers Charles Baxter and Nl-
olas Delbanco of Ann Arbor, Stu-
Dybek of Kalamoeoo pod Janet
uffman ,of Hudson were ameng
¢ S5 winners from the Un!led
tates and Canada.

Winning authors receive an initial
iSSDO for lhe right to circulato their
fwork to participating nowspaper
markets, and to make an acdlo tape

of thelr story for broadcasting on

tNational Public Radlo, as well as ad-

{ditlonal payment each time the story

+}fs published or broadcast.

® Wianers of the 1929 University
axds for

““lot Michigan Hopwood Aw.
“excellence in wrmng included Gre-.
: Loselle

ters show

winning style

won both a major drama/screenplay
and poetry award, and also received
the highest award —~ $2,000 in the
major drama/screcnplay category.
Other TNlchd winpers were

Adrian (major cssay) Lara Staple-
ton, Eost Lansing (mlnor fictlon);
Charles Fogel, Ann Arbor (mioor fice
tlon); Amous Maue, Ypsilanti (major
fletion), Kasha Fluegge, Manitou
Beach (minor poetry); Stephanle Iva-
noff, Dearborn Helghts (minor poct-

ry); Larissa Szporluk, Ann Arbor
(minor poetry) and Robert Sayre
Cox and John Reishard, Ann Arbor
{major poctry).

© Relohard was also a wianer In
the New Volces poetry competition
— conducted by the Poetry Re-
501 Center of Michigan — along
with Gall Griffen of Kalamazoo and
Barbara Rebbeck. of Farmingten
Hills. A cesh prize of $100 was
awarded.

All three pocts read from thelr

work at this year’s 13th annual *

Michigan Michigan Ppetry Festival,
beld at the St. Regls Hotel In Detroft
on May 5 and 6.

o The game was afoot recently
when the “Murder In the Library”
Writing Contest, sponsored by the
Livonia Publlc Library, got under

way.

Selected.as the first place winncr
in the mystery short story competi-
tlon was Willlam Neusser of West

_ Bloomfield, Beth Long of Farming-

ton took home the second place
award, and Robert Friar of Livenia,
third prize,

Judges for the contest were author
Thomas Sullivam, author Willlam

* Kienzle; former editor Javan Kico-
Lin-

zle; and Free Press book edlior
nea Lannon. Winners recelved cash
prizes,

@ Also [n Livonln, Philllp Ster-
ung of Big Rapids has won the $100
first prizo in the 1989 Poct Hunt con-
test, conducted through Schoolcraft
Colle exe Second dud thlx}! 1;!;00
winners respectively were Jan Mor-
denskt -of Dearborn Helghts and Ed
of Hills,

By Victorla Dlaz
« spoctol writer

AN YOU. make an amaz-
ing Mocblus strip? Do
you know that your car
can fly? Did you know

that it I3 agalnst the 1aw to sing
ont of tune in North Carolinn, and
to grow dandellons in Washing-
ton, D.C.7 Are you awarc that
Abner Doubleday Invented base-
bail when he was only 187

1f you read Zipper, you'll know
all of the above, plus a lot more.
Zipper 13 & ncw DeWspaper espe-
clally for children — although it's
reported that pareats ke to read
1t, too.

‘The publisher (s Diane Lewis of
Livonla, mother of three, who
also edlts, wriles, creates the
original Iustrations, typesets
and does all loyout on the fledg-
ling periodical. In addition, she’s
the marketing and distribution
department.

‘While she does have some expe-
rlence In marketing and typeset-
ing because of part-time work In
the famlly’s manufacturing busl-
ness, she doesn’t havo a smidgen
of nc;spapedng in ber back-

LN

She Is simply o concerned par-
cnt with a strong creative streak
who saw a real need for some-
thing like Zipper In the market-
plece, and bas set out to do some-
thing about that need.

MY HUSBAND and I read a
lot, and as we watched kids

’ (rmd). we came up with this theo-

ry,” Lewls sald.

“For kids who are mot great
readers, books are really strug-
gles, We thought that, If a kid had
something that was more ‘blte-
slzed,’ they could enjoy and learn,
t00, It would build up their read.
imfn nlsllls, and sort of get them

olng.”

8
But there just didn’t appear to
be anything on the newsstands or
in the bookstores that really filled
that bll), she felt, especiatly In the
8-12 age group.

, SHE put togeth

METIMES,
er “blte-sized” books for her sons,
to help them wlith school assign-

meaots.
'When my two youngest would

bring their vocuhu].nry words (as-
signment) bome, I'd wrile theso
ltte storics nnd Wustrate them,
and run thzm off on tho Xerox
machine. I'd use their pames and
thelr vocabulary words in the sto-
rles and they thought it was

“ . great. They'd get 0 excited about

it, and would read those lttle

books a thousand times and, con- *

zequmlly. learn thelr vocabulary
words,

"So flnally one day I fust sat
down and started annc my sto-
ries together and I started really
looking at things, seeing what my
Kids espectally lked,” she satd,

“1 TALKED A lot with teach.
ers,” she sald, “and I began hear-
ing the same things over and over
agaln from them -- that there
wns this ‘gap’ that existed. There
were no educational tools that re-
ally to kids in the 8-12 age range
1n 1989, Although there are lota of
things out there for very young
chitdren, when you get the B-12
group, something ha,

pens.
-“T also Jooked around some at. .

what was on tho market which,
gennrully, Just scemed “flufly’ to
me,” sbe sald, “We took Chll-
dren’s Highlights for the boya
and, when they'd get it, they’d do
that 'What's Wrong with thls Plc-
ture?’ section, and that would be
the end of that” |

Eventunlly, Lewls sald she de-
cided to stop talking about it, and
to “just do somethlng.”

Almost before sbe knew it, she
found herself in the midst of cre-
ating the flrst lssue of Zipper. .

'"We were Jooking for words
that were fun when you say them,
and 'zipper’ scemed like one of
those words. When you say It, IU's
{unny."

THE 20-PAGE [lrst issue —
from conception to printer -
tock ‘her approximately three
months to complete,

Most of the work was done at
home, with husband Cralg serving
as sounding board for Eewls' ide-
as and sons Matthew, 12, Chad,
10, and Ryan, 8, contributing fde-
asand sugg«stlons along the way.

“The boys contributed quite a
blt themselves, both directly and
Indircetly,” Lewls sald.

“All of us would slt around get

Dlane Lewis, publishor of Zipper

on a kind of brainstorming thing
for Idcas. One night, I just said,
‘Dld you ever wonder what it was
like before Newton discovered
gravity?” As stupid as that Is,
somchow, when you slt and talk
about what you said, it opens
them up, gets them 8- I've
relled on them a lot.”

SHORTLY AFTER that firat
Issue — printed at Newsprinting
Inc. in Northville — appeared In
March, Lewis found out her work
had just begun. Zlpper had to
have tome readers, of course, and
soon she was out on the streets
trying to flnd those readers.

“Once we'd publlshed an lssuc,
I started going out with (t, seelng
what kind of reaction I'd get,” she

sald.

“I think our timing was good.
Michigan had just changed all
their reading pro; in the
schools — no one was saying-you
could only read books on a cer-
tain reading list. They were tell-

., Ing kids to just réad, whether it

SHARON LEMIEUX/taff pholographor

was a comic book or a cereal box
or whatever ft was.

“Also, Barbara Bush had just
come out with the literacy cam-
palgn, so I think people tended to
be just a little more receptive to
something, geared In that direc-

fon.

“We just went around to
schools, libraries, parents, saying
“Take a lock at thls, Give one to
your child.’ I left somc off at doc-
tors' ‘and dentiste’ alllcu, in the
waiting rooms.

“Educators and parents and
some of the people who are in
charge of the reading program in
the state were all very suppor-
tive, In fact, we've had nothing
but good reaction,” Lewis sald.

One-year subscriptions are
$19.95, or 75 cents per copy.
Write to Zipper, 17387 Franca-

villa, Livon{a 48152, or cali 261 ~
2409, - .
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ML'IIDHJCALAREA HOME. ¥¢aXk to downtows from delight-
3 bedrooma, 1% baths, dining foom, liv-
Inndry,otlg!ml'oodm

hardwood floors, $120,900, 477-1111,

nnavative foatres

ELEGANCE, QUALITY AND PRESTIGE. This home has it al.
100 numorous 1 mention. Custom
decorating and window treatments. Top of tha Dna

TRANQUIL BETTING Complments quiet 1 bedroom conda.
Living room ovecooks patio-treed privel
. AB appllances

5520

AT
Lan

UVE IN PFEBYWIOW RAMBLEWOOO, LW'] M Mﬂ-

room, 2 bath

Condo located on cut-de-asc, White'
mmmﬁoeﬂlmmmmmmm Very lame upst:
34,900, 8351-1800. {DAR) mhmdndumnmmm

20742 Fox O D, 243,900
38079 Fackicksbury, $137,900

25075 Frankd P, Or $459.000
45168 Poundiew, $214,.900

21800 Concord, £99.900
1140 Eiaridoe CL 110,500
mmm-n.mm

’phush car-

CHARMING OLDER MOM 1N HISTORICAL NDN‘THWI-I.E
-|d M

A
amam
8531900
8511500
2814700

c\wue

EVE-CATCHING APPEAL. Ths oty rench ofers 2 bac-
mmmmmm

En}oylhlmlﬂyb-mﬂnﬂ

273Ge ond gorpecus landacaping,
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mechanks g
inchuding Jennalre, Whirlpool Bath, 3 car garage. Bhuch More. 389,400, ui—m

package,
245,900, 477-1111, wk
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34550 Bim 81, $82,500
WESTLARD -

€712 Qerondmo, $71,500
1940 Troacwed,
?:mcunn 000
FARMINGTON

37T Fare $510.000
FARMINGYON HILLS

217 Funceny, $110000
:»am-mw.m

2023
umvmmtmm
271110y Or, £, $147,500
Erod v, $209.000

(CHARMING ALMOST NEW RANCH. Cilosa to the
lmmafmhl.mlnd M

B
20244 Soutield, Unit 272, $47.600
25254 Maplebrmak, 885,000

HEV CONSTRUCTION. Threa bodroom ranch,
nnra firoptocs, hull basement, two car lthcfndpunqq.ln

flor laundry, spplances nd capating. April completion
date, $111.900. 477-8111,

CUQ"O" DNCKRMICN 3 beciroom, 34 bath, lmmom.
‘wiicvplocs. Pariul.fosbed wakou with and Wrspinoe-a3

his Pius @ gorgoous wooded kit I Muor Cove Estates.
1241000, 5271500, (MDY

EXCELLENT GHMPHMLMMWM

Behools. 3 o 4 bedroorns. Lots of storage and
h‘ﬂ)ﬂ.’%lot Exoeptionally weil mainisined. $139,500. CALL.
8444700,
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Ilootll:\drymﬂln-pnnmbp« Watar haater and
'06Sburning Nrsplece In iving

ruomummsatnou

'A PROMISE KEPT, Thia #Packus, hencaome
Mhmxmmmm 2% batha,
brery, dindng room, atisched garage, contral elr.

VILLAGE OF PEBEL!CR!EK Logation! Location! Locationt
unlt. Contem-

Gﬂhﬂ\l&d ciossts. Gate house conm-

rrllnhy ‘IW 000, 641-5700,

l"lm 8502300,




