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HERE promises to be
lots of entbusiasm at
this year’s Memorial
Day parade at 10 a.m.

Monday, May 29, in downtown
Farmingten, as Farmington
Exchange Club members pass
out American flags to patriotic
young spectators,

“GlveAKIdAFlagToWave!" ts
the name of the program, in its
‘| second year. Chalrman Bob
Rock encourages anyone who
has flags from last year to
“bring them along and wave
their flag.”

TWO Farmington-area
leaders will be bonored by the
Greater Michigan Foundation
during Michigan Week May 19-
27

Farmington city
councilwoman and
beautification proponent
Shirley Richardson wiil receive
a volunteer leadership award
for outstanding volunteer
service to her community.

Farmington Hills eity
councliwoman Jean Pox, who
recently wrole 2 blography of
former Gov, Fred Warner of
et recelvathn

overnor's idinuteman Asard
for promoting Michigan's
educational legacy to the
natlon.
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6 'm just a smaller part
of a large cosmos. I'm rather

insignificant. 9

— David Rivlin,a

B
]

8y Joznne Mallszewsk|
stalf writer

‘Thinking about the universe — its
beginnlngs and what wiil become of
It — is helping Farmington quadri-
pleglc David Riviln through his decl-
sion todle.

On his television set sits a copy of
puthor Stephen Hawking's “A Bricl
History of Time,” a book about the
creatlon of the unlverse. “I1t's an in-
terest that makes my decision easl-
er,” sald Rivllp, 38.

“I'm just a amaller part of a large
cosmos. I'm rather insignlficant,”
said Rivlin, from his bed {o the Oak
Hil Care Center, Farmington, where
he's lived for about two years.

Rivlin feels a sort of kinchip with
Hawklng, a mathematics professor
at Cambridge University in England.
‘The author, who holds the same pro-
fessorship held by Isaac Newton, is
Incapacitated with amyotrophic lat-
eral sclerosis, commonly known as
Lou Gehrig's discase.

Rivlla has had plenty of time to
think and poader Ihe llfe of the
world as well as his own life. “I real-
Ized I'd be spending“the mext 20
yeara in an institution, cut off pretty
much from life,” be sald,

On May 17, Rivlin petitioned Oak-
1and County Circuit Court to be re-
moved from tha ventilator that has
kept him breathing for the past two
years. But his decizlon to die did not
come casy. “T hiad the idea, but T held
onts it for about a year. I wanted to
make sure in my own mind that’s:

skt Twanted”

RIVLIN BECAME a quadriplegle
18 years ago when his spinal cord
wag severed in a surfing accldeat in
Huntington Beach, Calif. “A wave
drove me {nto the sand and broke my
neek,” be sald.

The former Oak Park resident re-
turned to Detrolt following his injury
because he bellevad be could get bet-
ter medical trestment here.

Life changed drastically after the
accldent. But Rivlin said he was In
pretty good condition until almost
three years ago, when he had an
aneurism and a resulting operation
on his spinal cord. “They tried to

from hls bed In the Oak Hill Care
Center, Farmington. He wants
the ventilator that has kept him
alive for more than two years
disconneeted (sce story on this
page)
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save my . But they weren't

ableto
Desplte his injury, Riviin sald he
tried to live Independently. At the
time of his accident, he was studylng
to be n psychiatric techniclan. Even
h In andout of hospitals ,

Please turnto Page 8

fe or death matter
Quadriplegic asks for the right to die
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'm angry when I reslize whetP've:
I' togt I don't sce snyrgasop to: 1!

ue ity an empsy.shelfofan -
- exigtonce.” . - ¥ R

~David Aiviin |

David Rivlin, 38, who lives at Oak Hill Care Conter In Farmington, has bocn a quadriplegic for 18 ye;,;u and has been on a

ventitator tor almost three years.

Paiient

By Joanne Mallszewski
statf wrlter

A controversial right-to-die bill in
the Michigan Legislature won't belp
Farmington quadriplegic David Rlv-
1lin. But Rivlin thinks it's time legls-
lators stopped thelr lighting and let

c bilt becone law.

“They showld have more falth in
the intelligence of their constitu-
ents,” 2a1d Rivlln, 38, from his bed in
Oak Hill Care Center, Farmington.

“Forty-one states have this right.
And Michigan does not, We are sup-

to be on the of tech-
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‘Forty-onc siates have §§10 right. find
Hichigan does not. Ve are supposed
to be on the forciront of tochnology,
and we should recognize ihe limiia of .

technology.’

"L David Riviin

d. A debate to

nology, and we should recognize the
1lmits of technology,” he added.
Senate Bill 298 would allow a pa-
tient to give the power of attorney to
another to make medical treatment
declslons it th patlent becomes in-

rage over provisions protecting the
rights of a fetus separately from the
rights of a pregnant woman.

Rlvlin knows firat-hand the lmits
of medical technology. He's {ighting
hls own battle to be disconnected

from the resplrator keeplng him

allve.

Oakland County Clreult Judge Hil-
da Gage witl conslder Rlvlin's Moy
17 request to be rendered uncon-
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scheduled.

“HE HAS determlined that, not
only is his continued existence a bur-
den to the people of the state of
Michigan and to the Unlted States
government, who have been paylng
for bls support; but, also, the frustra-*
tlan, boredom, and complete lack of
ability to contribute to socicty, to the
community, or to enhance his own
identlty, bas frustrated blm,” Rlv-

) . lin's petition reads.

Rivlin, according to the petition,
decided that his “contlnucd exls-
tence will cause him emotional harm
and straln, and his one driving wish
at this time is to have his existence
terminated in as painless and swift a
manner as may be possible.”

sclous and have the re-
moved. A hearing date has not been

Ploaso turn to Page 6

Candidates: New school is for neighborhood

Business. . ... ... .1C By Cassy Hans (oelghborhood students) would be able to at-  In previous years; organicers sald thoy had  Monday, several questions were asked about
Cable connectlon . . 18A statf writer . tend thls schoal.” more questions from the audlence than could  the voting records of the candldates. Both Ak-
Classlfieds. . Secs. C, E-H Incumbent Helen Ditthazy took the lssue  boused. : ourl and Ranney admitied to nat voling In re-
tndex. . . ......7G All four Farmington school board candi- one step further, supp e hood cent school elegtions; the two incumbents say
JAuto . ... . . .Sec.C dates agreed this week that the planned new school concept but cailing on citizen lnvolve- INCU DITZHAZY and Cotton and  they vate regularly In all local elections. -
Reglostate . . Secs. E-H elementary school on the district’s west side  ment in the ongoing planning process, whichis  challengers Akourl and Ranney will vie for . . . .
- would best serve the community as a “neigh-  well under way. two seats on the Farmlogton Board of Educa. Several new issucs were raised, including a

EmploymentSecs. C, Q l;
1

Creatlveliving . . . . . borhood schod),” where children sarrounding it

The concepts of nelghborhood schools was  tlon during the regular school election on Mon-  suggestion that the board consider having eve- -

fr——
Due to the Memorial Day

“We're actually Aways away from

years away. The interim recycling

mated $20-§30 million cost.
But such a facility is at least 3-3

Pisazoturn to Pags 4

¢ d puzzl 10E would atiend. just ezt of many lesuse raised &t 8 candidates  day, June 12, The two top vote-getters will win  ning or y hoars for to
rossword puzzio . . “] would ansume the new school would be a  night Monday, sponsored by the Leaguo of four-year terms on the non-partisan board. moet with the public, a suggestion which ap-
Entortainment . . . . .5C | peighborhood school,” said lncumbent John Womea Voters, Farmington/West Bloomfield  Tho tone of Monday's candidate sesslon was - pealed toall four of the candldates,
Obitartes. . . . . . .7B Cotfon. Challenger Robert Ranncy sald be Aren and the American Assoctatlon of Univer-  more controlled and less challenging than an-
Oplnfon . . .. ... 16A “strongly favors” the concept, and sity We branch. Turnout at  ofber candidates forum held last week, where 2
Polnts of view . . . . 17A John Akourl edded, I would hope . . . they « the annual candidates forum was better than'  Akourl and Cottoa were absent. Ploasa turn to Page 6
Police/fire calls . . . .3A . .
Recreatlon news. . . .78 \
Sport. , . .. ... .1D 'l N
Suburbanlite . . - . . 18 ities p an 1or I'ecyC ing as Parade 1o honor
eonve | trash di i ts mount lari
DEADLINE ras isposal Costs mou fallen Marines
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hollday, we will be cdlosed T3 Bolld waste authort ing eurbaide g, sald The Marine Corps will bo tha of the 4th Maclno Alreraft Wing
Monday, May 29, 1989. To e aAor ty Farmington Clty Manager Robert centers — still in the planning pro- | honored military branch at thls Detachment B, based at Selfridge

place your in considared, 4 Pugmn.v?ungwm Oanlllnnd Coun-  cess — are dulmdwurtmtdenu gears Memorial Day parsde in _Alr Nalional Guard Base near
«Liner” ad in our Thursda y aste Consortium chulr-  accustomed to tho idea of r F onday, ~ Mount Clemens.

n Yy By Joanne Kallsrowsk! man. thelr garbage, Deadman add Farm- | May 10, "
June 1 e’itionpleasccall | statt writor Ington Hills city manager William |  Immediately after ibo parade, ° Tte festivitiea will “honor those |
either Friday, May 26 ot * ' . As bers of the ,  Coatick sald. Reserve Lt. Col. Leo Wililams 11} men and women who havo given |
Tuesday, May 30, 1989, There's o Uma to wazte as gar- Farmingtonand Farmlington Hills are - wilt deliver the principal address thelr meat preclous giit to thelr |-

Have a Happy and Safs Holldayt bago and Increasing costs for dispos-  participating In a study of solid “The process ia really to baild.a | at @ memorial service at the Veter-  country, thelr lives,” sald Walter |5
2 al coatinue to plla up, Farmington waste dispasal necds and salutions. A recycling ethic, We want poople o { gns Memorlal on Grand River, just Chrlatensen, chaplain at American [+

and s will do thelr - major component of tha consorti- . pay moro attention to products for | west of Farmicgion Road. Leglon Groves-Walker Post 348 In |.

! share to reduce the volume of gar. um'gstudylsa facility, for ling,” aaid. Willlams, a future vehicle prod-  Farmington, .

WAYNE COUNTY baga with recycling centern early Which a §5 mililon stats grant has uct_planoer at Ford Motor Co. in -
591 _0900 this summer. been gought to help defray the esit- - Dearborn, 1s comamarding officer Plogsaturnto Pago 2 3
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