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JERAY ZOLYNSKY/siaff photographer
health allows me to continue.” The Bust is a
papier mache by sculptor Stephan Hansen,

’Onklnnd Gounty Circuit Judge Hilda Gago
hopes “to apend the rest of her days” dispens-
)ng justice In circult court, providing “my
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30% OFF ALL HATS
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a hat made to match your garment. Or
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Five days o wecek, the hunorable
Hilda Gage wages war against crime
in Oakland County Clrcuit Ovurl
where ahe has dispensed jusi
sirce being elected to the judlchry
In 1978,

The rest of the time Gage, 49,
wages war agalest multiple aclero-
s, a t for the past 15
yoars tencd o ravage her

5.

Goge, whe developed an interest
in the law while majoricg tn consti-
tutional history at the Uulver:ny of
Michigan, Is among the first female
judges in Michigan. She is alzo the
first woman to preside over the
Michigan Judges Association and the
Natloanl Conference of State Trial
Judges.

Another dublous first: Gage Is
quite possibly the only sitting judge
in the country who is physlcally dis-
abled a3 a result of muitiple sclero-
sis.

“I'm not sure what drove me to
pack it all I, to get it done so quick-
ly. Maybe deep in my beart I knew,”

she said of the illness and her many.
4

an
activities sipce complel law
school at Wayne State Univeristy ln
1971,

GAGE LEARNED sbe likely bad
multiple sclerosis in 1974, the same
year her youngest child, an only son
called Robble, dled from a rare con-
genltal discase, a neurological condl-
tlon called dysautonomia. (His two
older sisters don't have it.)
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e of her own

‘V'm not sure what drove me to pack it
all in, to get it done so quickly. Riaybe

- deep in my heart | knews.’

— Hilda Gage

Robble dled when be was 8, Dur-
ing hls short Life, be was hospitalized

33 times.

“Mast poople lnk dlagnosls with a
stresaful cltuation. It's amazing how
many,” shesald. .

Gage's first symploms included a
brief bout of blurred vislon and mi-
nor “tingling” in her arms and legs.
The diagnosis was [nconelusive be-
cause medical testing had pot yet
been perfected,

Gapo was working & an attorney
at the time. Two years later she es-
tablished & private practice and was
simultaneously appolnted to serve
on the state’s Civil Rights Commls-
sion.

She describes the appointment 23
a ‘“quast judiclal tion” that
prompted a “yen for setting justice
in play, not just repressating your
client.” When the appolntment exded
In 1978, she ran for and was elected
to the Oakland County Circult Court.
She was re-elected in 1986,

IN THE YEARS since, Gage hos
tavght law, authored professional nr-
ticles, served In numerous
slopal organizations, received euun!-
less awards of achicvement and been
an actlve community volunteer.

volunteer aciivities, in te of
oumbness on her left alde that caus-
es a prvmnwed lmp, o haod sde
canoot use

"llmdmmmrygoalymmlcm-
sidered the dlagrosis a mistake”
Gags sald. For 12 years sbe was
sympiom-frec. Then, three years
ago, the disease attacked with ro-
newed vigor.

Multiple sclerosis is a chronic dis-

dence of it in Michigan While It s
thought to be a vircs th.el is pto-
geoetically disposed, there
known cause or cure,

BASED ON WHAT iz known, Gege
m!ghlasalnbemao!nusympwm
Or she could totally dis-
abled, unable tn control the slightest
bodily movement or function.

“The ooe thing I've learned is, the
normal thing is nolking is pormal
Soms people, yor can't tell they have
it. Others go directly downhill I've
known two women who were bed

years
have It. The nzture of the beast is,
oext year, who knows?”

Her schedule to be
packed with social, professional and
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YOUR USED HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS
AND DECOR ACCESSORIES

dining

room sets, sofes, lublul chn-n, lampa, cmul brass, antwork etc.
for rassle to discriminating buysra.

PﬂOTECT YOUR FHIVACY lnd Avoid the Hassle, expenso end

For marp dotails
and an in-home
oppraisal
CALL: 478-SELL
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Only one persoh
can design exactly
the fumiture you wamt.

Don’t compromise.

Nobody knows wha! you want bottar than you do. And, tho da:lw ottt nl Bront
Furnltuse leta you croats axacily tho fashionable look you vrant,
compromiaing on tabric or styla.

500 styles; 1000 fabrics.

To ot you sterted, we provida you with 500 stytes of sofna, Iavnunls. sloopern,
sectionals, chalrs and roclinors. Choose trom traditionnd, conte oy,
transitional, Southwest of country fooks. Than, take your time solocting the  *
cover you liko, From an ontire wall filled with more (han 1000 designer fabrics.

35 day delivery.

Your c\mom -tallored purchosa will bo dotivered In your doorsiop In jusi 35
days. go! a litetimo frame, Baring and cushion warranty; as woltas @

twa yonr lumlc worranty.
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