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Musically, The General could be described as punk with a pop flair. They try to captum a gimple melody with a simple line

without cliches in their songs.

Generals: ‘Simply’ successful

By Lntryo‘t:nnnor
stalf writor

About every three seconds, Kevin
James' eyu llg,h! up with another
marketing id

The latest ln n series of Light bulbs
concerns The Generals' next LP,
which will be titled “Use Once and
Destroy.” The album should be out

sometime in July.

"Jul think, lt could become a cult
thing,” sald James, who ls lead gui-
tarist in the band. “People would buy
the album, listen to [t once and de-
stroy it and then buy another one. All
we would nced Iy Ior four people to
buy it

“Which is about hm: many people
bought our single,” added bass play-
er Fllp Cherven with & smirk.

Humor and philosophy are oot
lacking in The Generals’ camp, Band
members are quite adept with both, -

Muslcally, The Generals can be
deseribed as punk with a pop flalr.
There’s snarl. There’s hooks. In the
fina] analyals, there’s songs that de-

serve a second look.

Around here, though, that isa't
casy. Where do you want to start?
Radlo? How about the lack of clubs?
Or the misslng strong independent
record Iabel? All of whlch 2dds up to
a dilapldated support network for
new bands.

THE GENERALS shrug it all off,
Instead, they have taken thelr act on
the road. The band has performed
before appreciative crowds In Min-
neapolis, Minn., Chicago and other
places in the Midwest.

People in the Detrolt musle scene
are a blt surprised by The Generals’
success. The band hasn't been a reg-
ular ea the coocert trail for awhile,
except for a few shows at Salat An-
drew’s Hall In Detroit.

‘The Generals formed in 1986. Vo-
calist Tony Cole, drummer Matt
Washburn and James were in Allen
Natlon and Cherven was In Lhe Man-
goes. They broke with those bands.
(Washburn jolned The Generals re-
cently).

They're a ‘jar’ ful

St. James’
“Twiggy’ is
local rage

1
By Larry O'Connor
statt writer

Ladies and gentlemen, from
Peach-On-Cobbler, England . . . it's
Twiggy Barbust and the Lizards in
Jars.

No, they are not appearing in jun-

ence classes,

jor high sci but are the
latest rage in locnl puh& ‘Twiggy and
Com; receatly performed a

rather hot set of covers at Pay-
check’s Lounge, opening up for John-
ny Allen & The Appeal.

REVIEWS

Same rather famlllar facea dot the
Twiggy Barbust lneup, including
‘Scott Campbell, guitar; Skeen (Fun-
touse), gultar; Ken Dudek, drummer;
Mlke Bisch (Figure 4), bns; Lance
Graves, guitar; Mlssy Glbson
(Strange Bedfcllows) and Beaux
Mitchell (Skanking Voodoo).

But who ls this Twigs cbaracter?
Geer, he looks an awful lot lke
WRIF-FM disc jockey Greg St
James,

“Naw, he's my first cousin, three
times removed,” St. James sald.

Accordlng to St Jamds, Twiggy
appareatly has been residing in Bad
Moon Rislog, West Germany, after
recovering at the Hoover Institute.
‘Twiggy, you see, 15 a recovering “va-
culoholic.”

the disease has yet to find
its way into medical journals, ap]
eatly it can begin with dust-busters
and evolve into mass buying of cus-
todlal-sized Hoovers.

At first, the band could be !m;)n:.
performing at The Grmimn in
trolt. Koown malnly for hardcore
punk acts, The Gmcnh ‘were auto.
matically lumped Into that category.

“That’s been a problem for us for
a long time,” wdh.lhmu, ‘who llves
in Blrmingham. “In Detrolt, there’s
two extremes. We weren't hardeore
enough or you'd play some places
and were 00 lond. We were sort of
caught In the middle.”

Peopte in places, such as Mioneap-
olls and Chlcago, have been a bit
more open minded, taking The Gen-
crals at face value. Some expect a
Detrolt band to kick oot the MC-5 or
the Iggy Stooges sound, but The Gen-
crals shake them up. oy

SONGWRITING 13 the key, they
belleve, The Generals try to caplure
a simple melody with & slmple line
without cliches, James, who Is an

English major at Lhe Unlversity of
Michigan, sces to thal

“The song is a song." James sald.

| of good

TWIGGY HAS triumpbed over his
weakness for vacuum clezness, o
stead blowing out some rather spirit-
ed rock'nrall. The all-star group
performed a seven-song sct, {antur-
ing some rather Inspired covers
David Bowic's "Rebel, Rebel” and
“Putting Out Fire (With Gasollne).”

Before the group launched iato
“Jumpin' Jack Flash,” Twiggy slow-
ly walked to the microphone and
peered out 1nto the crowd.

“Guns N’ Roses stole this from the
Rolling Stones,” sald Twiggy, strik-
Ing a serious Bonoesque pose. “Well,
we're stealing it back.”

‘Twiggy Barbust and the Lizards in
Jars made their debut last summer
at the “Morons of Rock™ show at
Saint Andrew's Hall. Slnce then,
Twiggy has miraculously lost his
British accent (not to mention ditch-

. Ing the Rod Stewart wig) and been
playing beneflts and other gigs.

Twiggy, err St. James, Is the driv-
Ing force beblnd the group.

“It’s not a poem. It's not ‘Paradise
Lost! We're pot out to write an
cple.”

“We'll leave um to {rock group)
Yes,” Cherven add

The Generals lmve a cut, “How
Much More,” on the recently re-
leased WORB-FM compilation tape.

“We marketed 1t the wrong way,”
Cherven sald, *We sat ou it too

long.”

Those mistakes will be avolded
this time out. “Use Once and De-
stroy” 1s being recorded at Diversion
Studlos in Berkley. This band ls defi-
nitely In 1t for keeps.

Otherwise, James wouldn't be
sounding like a junior Incocca.

“There are the basic laws,” he
sald, striking his Index finger up in
the alr, “If It's yellow and tastes like
zoap, it's beer. If it's yellow and
tastes like vinegar, but only costs 85
cents a quart, buy it.”

music

Twiggy Barbust, who resem-
bles Greg St. James of WRIF-
FM, and the Lizards in Jars
are the latest rage In local
pubs.

“Sinee it's 50 hard to get local mu-
slc on the radlo, I thought I'd get all
the local bands together," St. James
said. “This Is my way to support lo-
cal bands.”

LIVE

JOHNNY ALLEN & THE APPEAL
— Paycheck's Lounge, Hamtramck.

The ycoman approach to thelr
eraft is indeed to be admired. You
walt for this five-plece outfit, led by
Johnny Allen, to slow down, bat it
pever comes to be. Instead, Joheoy
Allen & The Appeal bulld into a
whirlwind of momentum that only
ecass” when the lghts are turped
o

For little more than an honr. John—
ny Allen and his band
through a l1vsonzuLMmtoflhe
tunes were originals, featuring some

owns.nx ma-
terial for his pext LP, > Tha
sound s rather nnl;hl-lomud
get-your-kicks rock o' roll.

Allen Hyes out the role ol tho un-
derdog rock ‘n’ roll Joe. The jeans
ripped tn the knee, the black Jeather
jocket with the mo! e boots to
match — the Jook s complete, His

commitment he bas to (ke songs.

Then there are the occaxions whea
he wanders out Into the andience
with his gultar in hand. After a
ralker exhausting number,
goes as far as to make & of the
croes (Well, heck, tt was Sanday).

e

Springsteepesque gestures,
though, might be forgivable only bo-
cause Johnny seems
Antbemnic numbers such a8 “Bare-
feet (n the Soow* and “Desperate
Years” further drive this bome. The
material he showeases for the pext
LP, such as “Certain” and *“1 Know
Just What You're Thisking” are
along the zame Lines.

Allen is backed up by a rather
skilled, if not steady, group of muszi-

triguing of the otber band members
is the back-up vocalist, whase volee
certainl;

songs allude to dreams, oocs that b y stands out. She and Allen

lives out on stage. bad dueling tamborines on a cover
And, at times, on stage ls wherahe  version of the Beatles’ “Come To-

gets beside himself with a emotfon,  getber.”

On some songs, he pulls his gultar Johnny Allen & The Appeal al-

behind his bead for a Mitlo fesdback.  ready have their act together.

He bits bls knecs to re-emphasize the — Larry O’Connor

© AHN B.DAVI3 o

Ann B. Davis wil! perform
Mysu.a(mmmzu&m&
Ann Arbor, For

luce will perform oo Friday, Juse 2,
ll Bmu, ZIUB LA SGVGIH.U.:. Detroit.

8535,

@ MUDCAY RUTH

Modeat Rath's Cooker will
perfor on Wednesday, May ai, at lhe
Bliod Pig, 208 & First, Ann Arbor. F
informatico, call 996-8558.

perform along
wﬂ.hW‘lk!MDommN&y.Jm:
at Paycheck's Loange, 3932 Canift, Eap-
tramek. For information, call 672-8934.

© ROS THOMPSON
TRob Thompson and the Resisters will

performa o Friday and swmiay. Jm 2.
3, at Su.llrn l'nl Greev.ﬂeld,
Michigan A:

born. For u.ll l(ﬂ-.a!‘ﬂ‘

© SKANKING VOODOO DOLLS
Voodoa Dolls will perform on

Friday, June 2, at Lbe

2048 Canltt.

L] HEAR‘I'BEATB

Hearibeats will perform Fridxy and
Saturday, June 2-3, at Jamesoa's, 1012 N.
Maln, Royal Cak. For informatios, call
SAT-6470,

L] BIEmECHA'ALL

Slegel Scha will perform ca Frl-
day.:mz.nmnumm.ms.nm
%ﬁs.mm For Information, call 996~

Army oo Fri-
day, Jube 2, at Saint Androw's Hall, 431
E Detrolt. For information,

call §61-MELT.

LOCAL .

© STEVE NARDELLA
Steve Nardella will parform oa Seturs
uy.Jnne),nl!hew.!ndPle&&m
For taformation, call §95-
lsss.

© ORANGE ROUQHIES
Orange ies will perform along

'with Straoge Bedfellows &od Dos Bays

Saturday, June 3, at Paycheck's Loarge,

2932 Canilf, Hamiramck. For Informa-

ton, call 728334, .

L

will perform aloog wi

Funbouse
cial goests, Auuua.usnnzﬂny..lml. .
at tho Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Cantff, off -
178,

@ HATe!

Heaven, & band from Australla, will
perform BzLunhy.Jna 3, at Bloadjes,
21139 W, Seven Milc, Detrolt. For fafor-

‘mation, call 535-8108.

COUNTRY
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nmm!hcuplvmnan"‘ml
Muosle Scene,” s beard 45 pan.
Sundays (nouo pm. Tueesdays) on
WDTR-FM.

1, “In the New Rltxville,” The Gesr.
2. “No More Runping” Ath Cam Van

oey Bariaw.
"Plnlﬁmn l"ndAﬂlA-l the Odd
Sox.

9. “Little Dove,” Fly Away Hair.
10. “The FxIL”™ Doe Baoys.

Here are (he top 10 songs o WHWW-
FML .

1. *From the Word Go,” Mickne! Mertta
Barphey.
2. “After Al This Time” Rodoey
Croweil.
3.“Doa't Tozs U Away,” Patty

Loveless,
tWQleDolGe(ﬂwml!‘m

S.TXMYN,"M

l."llTSlunO‘vY. ;" Randy Travis.
“The Goopel According to Like,” £lp

10..Like Fatber Lo Son,” Llozel Cart- *
wright, .

SOMETHING
REAL

- Phoebe Snow

I approached thls LP on Elektra
with sotne enthusiasm, having had it
recommended by someone wWhose
tasta I used to respect.

Well, I won't get focled again.

songs, smooth a8 silk and

hormless. Songs that make

AOR radic programmers sleep well
at night. Songs that make the rcst of

unndwg:i)mswnhmhlnln-

credible vocal range.
Songs that deal with relationships
— [ want sorzetbing real from you

want yoa to le but you'ro such a
beautifnl liar .

All are gift-wrapped with a Steve
meod style of “dlp" with zmoath,
contemperary  production. Gentle
acoustic gmu\ru, lafd back Baxo-

phones and atmospheric keyboard
drones around.

Snow writes four of the zongs, but
they are as boring as her choice of
other people’s materjal.

“T was stubborn whea I was ymu:g,
1 thought I had all of the answers,” It
says In “Mr, Wondering.” Now, how
did they think of that original Uine?

Thls {3 an 2!bum for all those lone-

y couniry glrls, sitting at beme
wnlllnj for Mr. Right, still lktcnlng
to Carol King's “Tapestry” and
siders Whitney limtnn to bo tho
greatest thing ever and cries every
Umo she hears Elton John's *Your

ng."

Watch out. H you put this on your
turntable, you may not stay awako
long enough to remove It

Just say no.
' —Cormac Wright

NO HABLA

Let's play word assoclation. Well
mention a band and you'll tell us
what name pops into your mind.

‘The Doors?

Chances are §9.9 percent of the
people questioned would uiter the

singer/songwriter of the famed
gmvp. But few people know that it
a3 gultarist Robby Krieger, not
on-lm who wrote “Light My
Fire" and “Hello, I Love You.”

But Krieger's finger work put a
neme Jim Morrison, who was the  different shade on exch tune. He

stretches the bvnndnrim with his
searing gultar
Asldo from thcee there are sever-
nl Jjazz-Influenced fembers that are
triguing. Some cven tip-loe on tho

And, it was Krieger who was lo- boundaﬂs of new gge. If anything,

strumental in patenting the Doors®

they deflnitely bave movie sound-

sound. Anyway, Krieger is dchnllnly track potential,

a candldate for 2n American Ex-
prees Card commercial.

Perhaps the releasa of *“No mhh"
LR YL&) may cha.ngn :m.

Krieger’a streagth 1s his abilily to
somchow blend In with the other mu-
slclans and thon taka hlx gultar
above [t all. Kach zong bas its owy

llchfmmhu Doondny: wulbodl.v
appolnted, though, There are some
Doors’ cuts, such &s *“Wild Child” and
""You're Leat, Little Glrl."

“This alburn could open the doora
for some well-deserved notoriety for
Krieger. .
— Larry O'Cnnn‘or_

THROUGH THE
STORM

She 13 the “Queea of Sonl.” On thls
cffort, thoagh, it's more lhe Queen of
Soul and ber court.

The beavywelghts in I.!:o pop mu-
slc induriry are rolled out to help sce
Franklla “Through the Storm” (Aris-
ta). James Brown, Whitney Bouslon.
Elton Jobn and Levi. Stubls cf th
Four Tups team op with the Dzlmlt
native o her followr-up to the Gram-
my-winnlng “One Lord, Ono Faiin,
One Baplisn.”

‘The thought kere roust ba X It
worked with George Michael, why
not everyoae elze?

For the mest part, the ducts here
are excellent. Lisienleg to FranXiin
trado zoulfnl Lelts with thoe Godlo-
ther (James Rrowm) on “Glmras
Your Love” Is comething to cherish
“Toen there s the glrl chatler with
Whitney Houslen en “It Isn't, It
Wasn't, It Aln't Never Gonna Bo*

ONE OF thr batter palinss
comes wilh Elton Joka ¢2 “Tarc
the Sterm” Here, here §2 o i,

tearn senpfest thnt evalves into a
rather joyfal plece ef maslc. Frank-
Un and Stukbs also combine for the
elegant "1 Ever a Love Thare ¥ras
Not oaly do the ducts malie for
some great musie, they offer some
what of a historical perspeviive of
her carcer, When the Quoen of Soud
was tocking up the kg, ’F‘nll..-y
Uouston wes pmh:m] plagleg =
card boxza.
Frankin proves rhe eaa bl
orm, oud thes goms Wil m c‘:u-
Ber best
come ™o, C-:P(dmly on tha rmore
Jazzy &nd Slow-moving nmmburs
m;a“?.’!:rcv and "Coumo to Ko

drumn mucklzes cad
o remin alwva el

certalely don do
7 Man “ThInk

Jasticoton
(036N Vet
Bing lasa g

lates,




