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incumbent challenged
by 1988 CHS graduate

C’ville hopefuls discuss district needs

“We got more foadback
from the district that
we like the idea of
being a small

ity. We get

. Scerclated story below.,

‘The race for one seat

"who can deal effecti

on the Clarenceville Board of Edu-
cation pits one-year Incumbent
Gary Gasser ngalnst Dale Welghlll,

The candldates, who wlli vie for
a two-year board term In the June
12 clcctlon, addressed lssues in a
recent interview with the Observ-

er.
Another Incumbent, board secre-
tary Linda Ahnert, Is running un-
d-for re-etection ta a four-

1y with his fellow adminlstrators,
can work very closely with board
members, and has to have good re-
latlons with the teaching staff . . .
because they've had so many prol-
lems recently, and most important-
ly, a superintendent who cares
about chlldren and their educa-
tlon.”

AS TO the state of the district
and In its

year term on the board.

The district Includes students
from
Livonla and Redford Township.

GASSER, A 41-year-old General
Motors Co. engineer with two chil
dren  attending  Clarenceville
schoals, stresses his community (n-
volvement.

Welghill, 18, a University of
Michigan-Dearborn student who
graduated from Clarenceville High
last year, stresses a need for the
board to be more receptive to the
pubtic, and for a progressive volce
on the board. *

In choosing a superintendent to
replace Mtchael Shibler, the person
“should be open, accesstble to the
people In the district, an educator,
a person with the students maln in-
terest ln mind,” Gasser sald.

Welghlll stressed looking for a

portions of Farmington Hills,

program, the recent passage of a
millage increase guarantees the
distrlet will be in good flnancinl
shape “for at least the next four or
live years,” Gasser sald. Passing
the millage allows the district to
add full-time llbrarians, reduce
class sizes, “and offering programs
|hﬁ; have not been offered,” be
sald.

Welghlll touts adding a required
geography class either for the mid-
dle or high school. A survey he con-
ducted of 48 Clarenceville High
students showed 20 percent
couldn’t name the teader of the So-
viet Union, 68 percent did not know
which continent the Amazon River
is on, and 83 percent did not know
which country was led by Manuel
Norlega.

“It's obvious that we need to

more ong-on-one
relationships between
the board, the staff, the
students, the parents;
there’s a lot of
communitly
involvement.

— Gary Gasser

incumbent
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‘it used to be where the
state would provide 50
percent of the funds
and the locsl
community would
provide 50 percent. But
that's changed. . . .
The Legisiature should
get its act together and
address that issue
seriously.”

— Dale Weighill

challenger

stress some geographle skills,” he
sald. :

ON THE [ssue of state education
funding reform, d in the
state Legislature In recent years,
“I do believe educatlon funding re-
form is needed as well as property
tax reform,” Gasser sald.

He sald that while the distrlct
will soon go out-of-formula, “based
on the decisions that come down
from Lansing a year {from now or
in the fall, we may very well be
back In formula.”

Going out-of-forumula means
Clarencevllle will not recetve state
ald to boost per-pupll spending be-
cause the district is able to raise
cnough money through local taxes.

T feel that we do need school re-
form in Michlgan, you can see that
because Clarenceville had to raise
its millage,” Weighlll sald,

“It used to be where tho state
would provide 50 percent of the
funds and the local community
would provide 350 percent,”
Welghlll zaid, “But that's changed
. ... The Legislature should get
1ts act together and address that Ls-
sue serjously.”

SOME RESIDENTS are collect-
Eng petition signatures in an effort
for Clarenceville to consolidate
with nelghboring districts. Both
candidates are agalnst consolida-
tion.

“I don't see any reason for
Clarenceville to we

“We get mose feedback from the
district that we like the idea of
belng a small community,” Gasser
sald. “We get more one-on-one re-
Iatlonships between the board, the
staff, the students, the 'pnmu,
there's a ot of community lnvelve-

ment.

““And 1 think that's the type of
system that the mafority of the dis-
trict would fike to mafntain.”

ASKED HOW they will prepare
for board meetings, “I've been tell-
ing the voters as I've been going
door-to-door campaigning that it's

Just raised the millage,” Weighill
said.

“We have a good school system; 1
think it's getting better. We have
some problems with teacher-board
relatlons, those can be solved,”
Weighill sald.

my them, to be
thelr representative,” Weighill
sald.

“That's not to say I will go with
the popular opinlon every time. But
the people out there have been tell-
ing me that they think the school
board is somewhat removed from

(he community . , . and that we do’
need some new fdeas on the school.
board.

80, I would go to the community
to get some of thelr input, I would
go to teachers, stafl, to sec what
their views are on an lssue. . . . I
don't want to be a rubber stamp for
anyone’s Ideas, the superintend-
cnt's or the teachers." "

“As 3 board member, we encour-
age Input from the district, from
the staff, or the students, what are.
things you need to have discussed
before the board,” Gasser sald.
“These topics are generally pre-
sented a week before in an update,
50 we have Ume o address the [s-.| -
sues, to go out to the public or the | . .
teachers on a one-on-oze basls. '

“There’s an awful lot of prepara-
tion for a board roeeting.” he galid.

‘The board goes a long way tore- |-
spond to community needs, be sald. §-

Westside fire station may become TV

By Joanne Malisrewski
staft writer

Farmington . Hills' westside flre
statlon on Research Drive might be-
come a cadle televislon studio.

“We don't have a contract signed
or anything,” City Manager Wllllam
Costick said,

But negctiations contlnue with
MetroVislon of Oakland County to
posslbly refit the fire station for
cable television studlo use,

“It would supplement what we al-
ready have,” MetroVislon general
manager Bob McCann sald.

The cable company has offices
and studios at 37633 Enierprise
Court, off- Halsted, north of Grand

River.

City officials are planning to bulld
a more central flre station to re-
place the station at 24021 Research
Drive. State shared revenues gener-
ated from the city's documented
mid-census population growth would
be used to help bulld the new station.
A design for a central statlon has not
yet been developed, Costlek said.

ANY EFFORT (o use the fire sta.
tlon as a televislon studio and possl-

bly offices for the n Oak-

alred over Channel

land Cable Commission would be a
jolnt venture, McCann and Costick
said.

Discussions about using the flre
station for cable televislon began ap-
proximately 1% years ago.

“There’s a lot of space problems
and operational problems with the
studlos,” Costlek sald. “We
that we could ejther expand or get
new ones {facilitles).””

McCann confirmed that business
Is booming both in subscriptions and
the use of the studios for cable ac-

‘Clarenceville district
will go out-of-formula

By Kevin Brown
staff wrlter

Clarenceville will become an out-
of-fermula school distrlct — one
that does not get state ald to boost
spending per pupll — sooner than of-
flclals had expected.

The Clarenceville Board of Educa-
tlon has announced that, beglnning
with the 1989-90 school year, dlstrict
officlals expect to join just more
than 7 percent of state districts that
raisc enough tax money per pupll to
be deemed out-of-formula,

The announcement came {n a re-

cent letter from (he board to its 60
adult educatlon teachers. The dls-
trict covers parts of Farmington
Hills, Livonla and Redford Town-
ship.
Partlly by transferring operation
of its adult education program to an-
other school district, and by gainlng
more tax mangy than e: on
top of the recently approved millage
increase, the district will spend
more money per K+12 pupil — from
$3,700 last year to $4,250 Lhis year
— and joln the ranks of the state's
out-of-formula districts,

School officlals said possible pro-
gram improvements, in addltion to
improvements already planned due
to the voted miilage increase, won't
be determined untll after contracts
are settled,

IN A related lssue, the Farming-
ton Board of Education has not re-
newed its adult education consorti-
um agreement with . Clarenceville
because of the district’s new out-of-
formula status. Instead, the Farm-
ington district will eater into a con-
sortlum with Huron Valley Schools,
an {n-formula dlstrict, which will ad-
minlster the program. Only through

The Clarenceville Board of Education
has announced that, beginning with
the 1989-90 school year, district
officials expect fo join just more than 7
percent of state districts that raise
enough tax money per pupil to be
deemed out-of-formula.

an In-formula district can state mon-
ey for adult education be funneled.

In theory, 2 school district does
not declde whether to be la-formuta
~ getting state aid to insure a cer-
taln amount of spendlng per pupll —
or out-ol-formula.

A distrlct's status is determined
by how much tax money it raises
through the factors of property valu-
ations and the mlllage rate at which
voters allow themselves to be taxed.

BUT BECAUSE the higher-than-
projected state equalized value in-
creaze and the recently voled mil-
lage lncrease
er to that dividing line between in-
formula and cut-ol-formuls, officlals
realized they could cross that line by

dlstrict clos- -

10 percent annually,

School offlelals arc negotiating
with three school districts. One will
be selected to take over Clarence-
ville's adult education program,

CHERS now working in
the program, “The only difference
they should notice is thelr paychecks
will have a different name at the
top," Skrock! sald.

Rose Govig, adult education man-
ager, sald the district’s 845 adult ed-
ucatlon students “probably won't no-
tice any change at all.” .

Outside school districts have In the
past administered adult education
operations In the district, Govig said.
“We're just assuming it will be busi-
ness as usual.”

Like other out-of-formula dis-

dropping adglt p
— which Clareocville would lase
$100,000 on.next year, sald Ralph
Skroc! for

tricts, Cl: will continue to

recelve state “cate, ™ ald, pro-

vided by the state to districts to car-
Lat

business. '

That choice was made, he sald,
“based on our best judgment at thls
time. We aro out-of-formula and will
continue to be out-of-formula for the
next several years,” he sald,
on projections that district property
values will continue to rise at about

Business women elect
Zimmerman president

Farmington Hills resident Nancy:

was elected p .
of the Michigan Federation of Bust-

ness and Professional Women at its
state conventlon in Flint May 19-21,

Zlmmerman, 32, a second vice
president at Manufacturers National
Bank of Detrolt, Is tho youngest
woman to be elected president of the
Michigan Federatlon. She Is a mem-
\ .

ber of Its Canten Chapter.

The Michigan Feéderation of Busl-
ness and Professionsl Women was
formed in 1913 (o promota the inter-
ests of women In business and the
profesxisns.

The Natlonal Federation of Bosl-
ness and Professlonal Women will
hold ita natlonal convention in De-
troft at Cobo Hall July 23-37.

Iy out P

‘These programs include special edu-
catlon, transportation acd teacher
training,

Skrockl sald stote categorical ald
money pald by the state will de-
crease slightly, from $210,000 to
$200,000, because the district Is
golng cut-of-formula.

Nancy ZiImmerman

iz, P

“It’s fairly obvious there's been a
great deal of growth,” he sald.

In the past five years, community
access programming has grown sub-
stantially with the production of a
total 2,178 locally produced shows,
SWOCC executive dlirector Lark
Samouellan said.

The studlos at the MetroVision of-
fices on Enterprise Court are busy
and do not easily aue

diences, which are becoming more
popular with the cable access talk
shows, Samouelian said.

The fire station bays, where fire
equipment 1 stored, are ideal for
transforming into studles, Costick
sald. Possible remodeling and equip-
ment costs are being consldered, he
84l

d.

AMONG THE items being negoti-
ated with MetroVision are capital
costs, malntenance costs, equipment
and studlo costs, Costick zald.

studio -

When remiodeling was begun on [
the Farmington City Hall last year,
SWOCC offices were moved to the -
Mulrwood Plaza shopping center, fon
the northwest corner of Drake and ©
Grand River. SWOCC represents the
citles of Farmington, Farmington
Hills and Novl, which have a 15-year
franchise with MetroVision. o

The citles are In the fifth year;of
the franchlse with MetroVision, |
which bas 26,000 subscrlbers, -
McCann said.
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