County moves on court taxation

By Janico Brunson
statf writor

The Oakland County Board of
Commls=ioners finally has taken a
step toward relleving so-called dou-
ble dipplng taxation of courls.

Commissloners approved a resolu-
tlon Thuraday calling for the county
to keep more of the moncy collected
as fines from the 5Ind District
Court. That dlstrict court bas four

divisions located in Troy, Rochester,
Walled Lake and Clorkston,

‘The resolution Is almed at correct-
ing double taxation In communities
that support the court but recelve no
service from it, according to com-
missioner Michael McCulloch, R-
aoynl Oak, who authored the resolu-

on,

Those communitles include Bir-
mingham, Bloomfietd Hills, Bloom-
{leld Township and West Bloomfield,

Whew!

which have conslstently made a fuss
about their restdents’ county taxes
belng used to pay for a district court,
the 520d, which provides them no
services,

These communities have an inde-
pendent district court, the 48th, lo-
cated in Bloomfield Township.

BIRMINGHAM CITY commls-
sioncr Eleanor Slewert later Thurs-
day described the county's actlon as

State fully funds teacher pensiohs

The state Senate has adopted
budget bllls that will pump $300 mil-
llon more into K-12 school coffers
than recommended by Gov. Blanc-
hard.

In a victory for out-of-formula
school districts, one Included $103
milllen for full state funding of
teacher peasions and Soclal Security
taxes, Blanchard had sought to cap
those costs, which would have cost
many suburban dlstricts more from
thetr property taxes.

Total state ald ub will be about
$3.1 billlon. Scnnum said the Blane-

hard

the Michigan Education Assoclation,
for falling to turn out in force to sup-
port the Senate’s ald plan.

“Where are they? Why aren't
there here as they were o few weeks
ago when they wanted a 2-cents tax
Increase upon the people of the state
In order to do effectively the same
thing we're dolng with general fund
monics?" Welborn asked.

But Sen. Lana Pollack, D-Ann Ar-
bor, called the $300 million *‘some-
thing you glve to & starving person,
but it doesn't mean it's a healthy
diet." She called for action on prop-

ing revenues, and It dippcd into the
current state surplus for the extra
money.

MOST DEMOCRATS went along
with the Republlcan-sponsored plan.
The GOP was aimiog to show it's un-
necessary to ralse the state sales

tax.

Blanchard, along with many labor,
school and some business groups, is
endorsing a plan (o raise the sales
tax to 5 percent from Lhe current 4.
Half the [nrease would go Into school
aid, the other half Into property tax

rellef,

‘That plan has been reported out of
2 House committee but hasn't come
to a floor vote. A Seaute version of
the same plan is stuck in

erty tax

THE BILL to continue paying pen-
sion and Soctal Szeurity costs passed
32-1, with Sens. Doug Cruce, R-Troy,

and Jack Faxon, D-Farmington
Hllls, absent. .
Lone disseater was Sen. Nick
Smith, R-Hillsdale County, who said
teachers should pay part of the cost
themselves.
“In 1974 we supposcdly ‘cut a

deal' with the teachers, that they-

would no longer have to contribute
to their retirement, and In return
there would be fewer strikes and-a
reduced demand for salary

c3,” Smith sald.

“With Michlgan teacher salaries
now one of the highest in the natlon,
1t is time to reconsider the ‘deal.’ It
1s now more appropriate for the
school boards to pay half, s the em-
ployer, and for the teachers to pay
half, as the employee.”

Census workers needed

The US. Census Burcau has
opened an office in Rochester Hills,
certifylng that the countdown to the
1990 United States Census Is under-
way,

The bureau nceds several hundred
persons to list and verify resldential
addresses ughout Oakland Coun-
ty. The collected addresses will be
comblned to build a nationwide auto-
mated address file — a key {0 a

and census,

Sen. Jack Welborn, R-Kalamazoo,
chided school lobbyists, particularly

Speaallzed

Census workers must:
® Passa 30-minute test.
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® Have a car in good working
condition,

® Be Unllcd States cltizens.

@ Be 18 years old,.or be 18 or:17
with a high school diploma or equiv-

alent work or educational cexperi--

ence.

If you llve outside the Rochester
calling zone and would like to learn
more about employment opportun!-
ties with the Census Bureay, eall col-
lect to the Rochester Hills district
offlce at (313) 853-8200.

{313) 451-0700

The Plymouth Inn
205 Haggerty Road
Plymouth, M148170

§ Temporary Cure (For. Vacations) And Permanent Care

Bameone you love Is yrowing older and
needs fuat a bit more sorpant vau.:" heot

bu ua (zv in their current
aituatlon,
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«Three deliclous meala ierved i our
central dlning room by a friendly,
attentive ataff of professionals.

unities.
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ajoy the freedom and security of your awn home without

the hassles of hoemaking. The easy llving lifestyle
you've been walting for s at Plymouth Towne Apartments.
Your lease includes no charge extran such es dally dinlng
servics, weekly houstkeeplng, persanal laundry, bus service
foc hupping nnd muzh more. For a complcte tous or

th Inn, 0
lcent residence for sersors who
ence but need some

+Tranquil landscaped grounds and fovely
common aresr.

+ Extenaive, varied social programs and
recreational opport

SPECIAL PLACES

The Grasious Mternetice

e0d Metra Alrport

brochure, call (313) 4393800,

107 Haggerty Road
Plymouth, Michigan 43170
(313) 459-3890 .
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“ra short-term solution to a long term
roblemy,” .

“We appreciate thelr support and
effort to flnance the 52nd on thelr
own. However, I do'pot consider this
a long-term solution because it

lhc 48th ond 5Tnd district courts.”
Recent reports on the
caseload of the 52nd court, she sald,
“concern me because I think there
are long-term cost implications”
Communities ln the 48th Pistrict
Court have called on the county and
state to find a solution to the double
taxation. One

Monday, May 20, 1280 OKFE
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Commlssioner Lusrrence Pernick,
‘D-Southfield, co-sponsor of the reso-
lution, called the vote and its debate
“the most exciting thing the commis-
sion has had before it in a loog, long
time.”

As adopted, by a 14 to 11 vote, the
resolution “urges the state of Michl-
gan to amend (leglslation) to in-
crease the percentage of ordinance
fines retained by Oakland County, a3
control unit for 52nd Dlxt.rk't Court,

to not less than 90 percent.”
The county system ol lundlng dis-
trict courts was d in 1963,

ssue

““THIS IS taking money out of the
district I represent. It's self serving
and T opposo It,” Skarritt said.

The most voczl opponeat was
first-term comnlssioner John Pap-
pageorge, R-Troy.

“The trouble with the $0/10 pro-
posal Is that it is a polat solutlon to a
moving problem. Whatever percent
you put in there, you will bave inoy-
ujties on one side or Lhe other, The
real problem Is (a lack of) fundlng by
the state. This will defer getting to
the real ssue,” Papyageorge said to

A class actlon suit has been filed
against ke state to try and change

has been
that the county offer a tax rebate to
those taxed twice.

CURRENTLY, THE county re-
tains two-thirds of all revenoe gen-
crated by the 52nd, This year, Eow-
ever, the court faces o projected
$874,713 budget deficit. The resolu-
tion asks that Oakland County be al-
lowed o retain 90 percent of the in-

come,

“I'm elated,” MeCulloch sald of
the vote, his first major cffort since
winplng election to the

IN AN EFFORT tn head of( pas-
aage of the resolution, commlssioner
Marilyno Gasling, R-Rochester Hills,

ed ln an arez newspaper.

Commissloners John Olsen, R-
Berkley, Donald Jensen, R-Blrmirg--
ham, and Doza Wollf, H-Fa.rmlngtau
Jﬂlls, und Pernlek co-sponsored the
resolution with MeCulloch, who ac-

calling
for ld\ﬂﬂml monies to be phased tn
over a four-year period.

In an effort. to give even more
funds back to the county, commls-
slon vice-chair Nancy Md:oune!l R-
Bloomfleld Hills, introduced
amendment asking Lhat m—plus
funds generated by the court atso be

fast November.
“Now,” he added, “the real work
" McCulloch sald he must find
a “sympathetic” spomsor to intro-
duce state legistation and then build
bipartisan support for a new law

included in

1t 43 not the ideal solu-
tlon.

“The best Lhing would be stato-
wide fundlng of all courts, with unl-
form pay scales for all court em-
ployees. The problem s, the state
has never lndlmh!d 'hnt it's gnln;
to do. This, at leas
Inequity ln Oakland County

were

Both
defealed.

Also defeated was a request by
commissioner G. Willlam Caddcell,
R-Walled Lake, that the resolution -
be referred back to the finance com-

Ina y gesture ing
the vote, Perulek told commission
crs the issue fizs been before theny
for years, “It festers, It breeds re-
seotment and confllet. In the future,’
we should try to address thix in 2
meore positive way. It's not a gues”

and fn a letter print- -

tion of equity. It's a matter of falr-s

nhess, a tradition we're known for:

that ups the penxmageo( money the  mittee. Commisstoner Richard Skar-
county can retaln f; court in- ritt, R-Highland, jolned in opposing
come. the resolution.
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THURS. 10-8

SAMPLE SALE

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY
' June 1,2 & 3

SAVE 15%
SAVE 10%

onall Dpedll mbﬂm bﬂdﬂsown! under *700,

FRL 10-9

249 Pierce St.
BIRMINGHAM
644-7492

SAT. 10-6

NOT T WORIY, MADAME T3a$ YTAR
HES CETVING YOU SOMETIING.
CIVTRICH HLRS!

CALLFOR SPECIAL SRICES S43-3115
37 W, 13 bl Darkdey o e, Tt 05 FL MY

minimum balance.

And no matter what your balance,
you earn 4%9% annual imere'..t paid

and compounded monthl

There's no charge per c%eck And
your first 50 checks are free,

Open an account now and we'll even
pay you for your old checks, five cents
per unused check, up to 200,

With a First Federal of Michigan
checking account, there’s no month g
service charge if you maintain a $304

Also, yz)u

and Plus

call toli {ree,

. can use your First
Federal Preslige® Card to access your
accounl through the Magic Line® (&¢)
System® 24-hour ATM niet -,
works. And enjoy expanded Salurﬂay .
drive-up service at many offices. B
For more information, - _ . .

1-800-342-53356. .
It pays to think First.
*literest rates subect L change wilhot notice,
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