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Prudential Town Center earned praise largely because of |he spacious indoor garden and
large atrlum in the original buitding.

Architect says buildings
should have ‘character’

What makes o butlding architec-
turally sound?

Louis Redstone, a prominent Livo-
nta architect, sald a buildlng should
have a character of its own, add cul-
tural character to an area and bring
art to architecture.

edstone — who has been an ar-
chitect for 50 years — and his m:hl
tectural design company are kno
for the Globe Bullding ln Detrolt, !he
Manufacturers Natlonal Bank bulld-
ing in Llvonla, the Wayne H. Buell
bullding on the Lawrence Technolog-
leal University campus and the
Grand Traverse Tower at the north-
crn Michigan resort, among others.

“People will know it’s Southfteld
and not South America,” Redstone
sald when be talked about what an
architect should keep in mind while
dulmﬂng a bullding. “Know that

move his idea along at the Northland
‘Theater. “We are making prelimi-
nary sketehes now” and conducting
an iovestigation to turn the theater
into a performing arts center, Red-

you're a member (of the communi!y) stone sald.
— that's the most important part." Don Gross, Southfield's strategic
Art o planner, that a feaslbility

to Redstone. As ymldm! of the
Business Consortium for the Arts in
Southfield, he thinks that one way to

tle bulldings together, create a .

theme and bring art Into the commu-
nlty is through sculpture.

He would like to see a plece of
sculpture in front of offlce bulldings
and might get an opporiunity to

study has been done and that It
would cost $3 mmlon to $5 million to
convert the thea

“We're going w punue it,* Gross

said,
"l'rn boplng to inject some kind ol
splrit and culture in Southfleld,”
Redstone sald. “The clty is an
trylng to inject this kind of a spirit.”

Imperial Plaza was
cailled the “kind of
a2 gotden-paneled
building that dem-
onstrates the taste
of Donatd Trump
more than anything

else™ by U of D anq

dean.

Boyhood friends open 2nd
produce market in suburbs

Their 1st store
had to succeed

By Naom| Sloge!
apecial wrilor

‘What began as kid stuff has blos-
somed into a growlng produce busi-
ness for three eatreprencura.

Tim Collins, 34, was a produce
barker Satlurdnys at Eastern Market
at age 10. Matt Martin was a stock
boy at an east-side fruit market at
age 13. And Vito Caplzzi, 39, grew up
as a third.generation melon
thumper, selting up pyramids of gra-
pefruit at age 11 at a Randazzo mar-
ket and later, after Army service, at
his brother's cast-side store.

By age 16, Collins had been made

a produce store manager and had*

Caplzzl and Martin working worklng
. with hlm. “We really got to lumw

cach other really wcli We kept in
touch for 10 years, Martln sald.
“But we nover talked about openlng
our own produce business.”

In 1082, Caplzzl saw a storo for
lease in Oak Park, talked to tho land-
Jord and called Martin and Collins,

“Within hours, wo were working
on {Inancing and store layout sketch-
es. We knew we had the. produce
bnckgmund we peeded” Collins
sald,

Even with a produce sales back-
ground, Igrorance was blisa when
Oak Farm3 Produce, Fruit and Veg-

ctable Market opened.
“None of us realized when we put
together our stake of $50,000 by
mortgaglng our homes that it would
take all that and more Just to set up
our refrigeration syatem and storage
in our back building, and buy our
llnt week’s supply of {rults and veg.
tables. Now we know that $200,000
would have been more realistle,”
Colllns sald.

“It was very clear. We had to
make it from day one.”

Make it they did by offering low
prices and a wide variety along with
a selection of house plants and gar-
den flowers, displayed outslde when
weather permits. |

WHEN SOMEONE complained
about the outdoor floral displays,
Colllns headod to court expecting a
stif! fine becausc “I've heard of fines
of thousands of dollars sometimes. I
E:s'_lund We couldn’t afford

But the judge coémmented that
Onk Ferms' flowers gave the arca g
bright, cheerful appearance, lke
Eastern Market on Flower Day. The
flno? $5.

When a second Oak Farms loca-
tion opened Inte last year at 31830
Grand River In Farmington, Colliny,
as flower buyer, saw to it tho new
store had hinged windows to display
plants outside.

“We expect our Farmiogton cus-
tomers to buy 14,000 flats this spring
and summer, on our sales at
our Oak Pork sioro last 3

Martin, a certified public accoun-

tant, works full-time as a {lnasclal
consultant, but scrves as the mar-
ket's financial expert. On his travels
he scouts other produce operalions.
He zpends his two “free” days filling
in at the store.

Alter a five-month stint in Austra-
1la, he took a threc-month world tour
that give him the chance “to visit
farms ev: here and learn more
about forelgn suppliers and the spe-
clal condltlons that affect import
produce, such a3 shippiog require-
ments and time factors,” he sald.

CAPIZZI CAN be found five or six
mornings a week at Eastern Market
and then at the Detroit Union Termi-
nal. His bids and the quantitics of
produce and flowers he buys are
based on the quality asd “cur
promise to our customers ... to
maintaln low prices across the board
while hold!ng w dependablo quality
and freshpess.

"You can do all thiy If you buy
right and move your merchandise
quickly, You've got a maximum of
flve days on the average, Jess for
some {lems like strawberries and
grapes,” Capizzl sald,

Although tho partners mever run
out of dcas, thelr suggestion box
practically gives thelr customers
scats at Lhe Qak Farma' conference
table. Items to add, appreciation and

an occuloul m-lucmn aroalla dl-_

rect ling
wheelehalr shopper asked for lnolh-
cr opening In a certaln alsle, it was
thero the next time she came in,”
Caplzzi said.

A

Suburban buildings
criticized as vacuous

Southfield
singled out

By Phillp A, 8horman
staff writer

LEON THINKS architects and de-
velopers wmlngly J;nure how those

ty, mesh w!!h the communlty, act on
the environment and reflect our cul-
tural heritage.

“Most of the time, these bulldings
are designed for one purpose and one
purpose alone, and that is the max-

When future generations sift
through buslness communities and
try to plece together what our civili-
zatlen was like, they will 100k to our

architectural accomplishments for

They will think the bulldings, par-
ticularly some along the Northwest-
crn Highway strip, are “vacuous and
pedestrian,” according to Bruno
Leon, dean of the Unlversity of De-
troit's school of architecture. “What
it says is that every human being's
identlea), right?”

LEON IS leading a charge against
such architecture. Southfield lsn’t his
only target.

He nlso meationed, for example,
the new Ritx Carlton hotel in Dcar
born, “This post-modernism, sy
edly an answer to the (dgldlty o!
modern movement, is in my opinlon
equally shallow because ft borrowa
superficlally or cosmetically,

“Jt’s s0 stylistic and so non-derivi-
tive from lhe soclety itself that that
thing's going to be tasteless when the
petticoats go down agaln (when
trends change agaln).”

But uaonl comments focused on
Southfield — the city In search of a
downtown that serves as the unoffi-
clal downtown for the tri-county

thanks to compani

The clty’s ability to attract business
is near legend. Business builds build-
ngs.

of proflt,” Leon sald. He
clted laws that allow developers to
depreclate bulldings over a seven-
year period of tme and then dump
them, If Lhey so choose,

“We run a sort of Kleenex soclety
in America. We don't place signifi-
cant values in things that become
our footprints through history. You
know — it's a piece of Kleenex. I'lt
use it momeatarily, and then I'll
throw [t away,” Leon sald.

DON GROSS, Southflcld’s strate-
gle development director, said he
could agree with Leon on some
polnts. Gross did not think South-
field, however, was a city without 2
history. Instead, he noted Southfield
hade’t bad much time to make
tracks in the sand.

“Architecture is one of those
things where beauty is in the cye of
the beholder and from Southfield's
standpoint, we don't have a lot of
history to be reflected in our archl-

Ploase tumn to Pagoe 2

Don Gross
Southfield’s strategic davel-_
opment director

Dun Scotus stands in

to today's gl

bulidings.

1t

For more

N
Enter Michigan National’s On the House Sweepstakes and you could
win a certificate for payment of an Independence One® mortgage for

a period of one year. The certificate covers payment of principal,
interest, taxes and insurance up 1o $1,500 per month. .

about the k

¢ Pa ments
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loan from

One Mors

ora
Independence One, stop by any Michigan National Bank™ branch or
Independence One Mungage Corporation branch office in Michigan.
Or, phone 1-800-CALL-M
Do it now—The deadlml.- loremncs is June 10, 1989.
Oﬂl(ul cniry foms and \mpu.\lw‘ fulen avaitable at all Michigan Natonal Bank and
Independence Independence

gage Coeporation bean h offices in Michigan,
One. MmCmpunm ta «ub;kiury-i Michigan Natinnal Bank.

hibited. Wi must he 18 yean of age or aldor 1o

fy. Void
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We're ping what it takes.”




