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. Gary Paulsen saga he does his best
iwriting whlile hidden away in his dog
Jkennels, which he zhares with 104

lsled doga.
i From his house nnd keanels near
'the Canadian boi in Mlcoesota,

+his books are m‘llun then distribut-
ied ncross the nauulry Most are flc-
stionalized accounts based on the peo-
p!u be meets and his experiences in
‘Lhe wilderness,

+ Like running the Iditarod, a 1,200~
-mllo dogsled race across Alnksa
‘where {t'a man against the clements,
\Paulscn said he felt exhllarated,
snever lonely.

. “*After a while, whea you're alone,
iyout begin to lust alter It,” Paulsen
jtold students in a recent visit to
nFnrmlnglan schools, “It glves you
::Ime to thick. It's not lke belng lone-
\
' Paulsen, 50, has wrilten many
jadult and young adult novels, both
Ifiction and non-fiction, but says his
inovels for young people scem to be
xuu: most popular. He thinks he's
‘wriften about 80 books. “I lost count
‘at 60, he added.

! THE AUTHOR visited with stu-
dents from all four of Farmington's

middle schools recently, anerlng'

tales about his brand of life, his
views about the establizhment, and
encourngement to young people to
make the extra effort (o read and
learn on thelr own.

His visit was sponsored by the
Farmington Public Schools DELTA
Department, as part of the depart-
ment’s emphasis this year on ad-
vanced langunge arts study, satd
DELTA coordinator Barbara Reb-

beck.

Paulsen zaid he has spent the past
three years travellog around the
cotntry, visiting students,

“I'm trying to reach young peeple,
baslcally,” he said. “There’s a tre-
mendous thirst to know, ¥ don’t think
we're glving them the tools Lhcy
need to handle the things we're
throwing at them."

DURING PAULSEN'S daylong
trek around the district, he visited
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‘Wamer Middle School In the morn-
ing, held o panel Interview sesslon
with atudent ts 2t TV-10
with East Middle School atudents as
members of the audience, then visit-
¢4 Power and Dunckel middle
schools In the alternoon.

At Power, several groups of stu-
dents had the opportunity to have
“unch with the author” where they
could ask questions and he could
share in a more Informal setting. He
told students that “al books are bet-
ter than the movies,” because, “You
can go Inslde somebody's head,

“Readlng 1s as Important as
breath,” be added,

Although he has become po]
as a yoong adult writer, Paulsen ex-

plained, "I'm a writer — other peo-
ph: put 'those lubels on. I don't write
for kids or adults, I Just write.”

PAULSEN’S LOVE of writing be-
gan when he was 27, and be's bad the
urge to write ever since. He and bls
wife Ruth, an artist, live miles from
nowhere in Minnesota with their 74
adult dogs, 30 just-born pups and
“three really paranold cata”

Before beginning his writing,
Pgulsen gathered lfe experlences
through a variety of jobs. Various
accounts have Paulsen — an Army
brat as a child — working as a

ts schools
to share h S msaghﬁs

teacher, fleld engineer, editor, sol-
dier, actar, director, {;
er, truck driver, anpcr, pmfcnlon-
al archer, migrant farm worker,
singer and sailor.
“I was & saldler and a failed stu-
dlml," he :ald nbout hls pn:-vrrlunz
ers tried hard to
bclp me. Iwasa mbcrnble student.”
His life has taken him through a
bout with alcohollstm (he has beea re-
formed for 16 ycars) and through
other Inner struggles. In one aceount
he said of hla childhood: “Bad teen
sulcide been a topie In the news as it
s today, had 1t In any way suggested
a way out, [ know I would have serl-
ously considered the possibility.”
But Paulsen struggled through
Into bls midlife years with a philoso-
phy he shared with the students; “I
dan’t do welfare, 1 don't do food
tamps. I did the Army — that was
n. 1 don’t owe anybody anything and
they don't me.”

PERHAPS THE most exciting
thing Paulsen has doge Is yun the Idl-
tarod dogsled race, which runs from
a mining town in mid-Alaska of the
same pame to Nome. He ran it twice
In 1983 and 1985 and ls training to
run it agaln in 1891 and 1992,

The race is a challenge, bot stories
induced by sleep deprivation pour
{rom his memories.

“I had an Exkimo guy belp me,” he
gald about his visions during one
trip. “He would untangle my dogs. A
little short, round guy. I swear he
was real, but it was all in my head.”

Another time, Paulsen swore he
saw his dogs burst into flames.

As much as he loves his Jife In the
wilderness and looks forward to an-
other chance at the Iditarod, Paulsen
desplses television and what it has
done to our soclety.

“Television will suck your braln
right out of your bead,” he told stu-
dentaIt's stupid. It's just awful
There's great eloquence in some of
the things they {good authors) write,
and television bas rutned It for you.”

Some of Paulsen's best selling ti-
tles read by Farmington middle
school students, include:
**Tracker,’” ‘‘Dogsong,’’
“Seotry,” “Danclng  Carl” and
“Hatchet.”

police/fire calls

Listed balow are some of the
Farmington-area [.iice inci-
dents, fire calis and court cases
reported during the past week:

© SUSPECT NABBED

A Farmington Hills man Is
charged with breaking and entering
In connection with a break-in at an
Orchard Lake Road office bullding
Friday night.

Arralgned Saturday before Magis-
trate James Brady of Farmington,
Kenneth Hugh Johnson, 38, stood
mute to one count of breaking and
entering of a building. An lnnocent
plea was entered on his beball,

Brady set cash/surety bond of
$2,500 pending a preliminary examl-
pation in 47th District Court. John-
son faces up (o 10 years luprhnu i
convic

Two nuns driving by an office
building on lne wuu:eul comner of

Lake Road and 11 Mlle at
9:25 p.m. Prldaynwauuncum
ing through a front flntﬂoor win-
dow. Palice secured th
found an open window lnd mrchcd
the building.

found a man biding in the
men’s room, according to a Farm-
Ington Hills police report.

® WOMAN BURNED
A Farmiogton Hills woman was

burned on both hands while putting
out a fire in toe ke bedroc at Oak-
land Hills Mobllc Home Park, 25720
Orchard Lake Rwd.my. §

Communlty EMS jcs treat-
ed the woman before taking ber to
Botstord General Heospital, Farm-
Ington Hills,

About flve minutes after lighting a
nightstand candle at 12:30 c.m, she
discovered a wall curtaln on
She smothered the flames but
burned her hands in the process.

At the Farmington Hills police
slation, the man said 12 was ili. 30
paramedics took him to the hospital.

Farmington Hills police notifled
the other pollce agencles, but neither
would take custody while the man
was at the hospital.

At 9 p.m., Farmington Hllls pollce

. discontinned custody and nauned
Botaford hospital security. The man

. fled 25 minutes later. Police believe
he feigned iliness.

The fire was out when firefighters

arrived. Damage was estimated at
$550.

° MAN FLEES

A man wanted on drunk-driving
warrants ran from the emergency
room at Botsford General Hospital
Sunday after apparently felgning Il
pess at the Farmington Hills police

ed from the Farmington
bosplul at $:25 p.m. Sunday. Farm-
Ington Hills police spotted him near
Nine Mile and Mlddl:hdt 10 minutes
iater, but the man was able to elude
them.

‘armington Hlills police arrested
the man at 7:30 p.m. Sunday on out-
standing warrants from Livonia po-
lice and the Michigan State Pollce.

Alternate Haggerty
plan gains support

Cantinued from Page 1

The hearing is scheduled 3-5 pm.
and 7-8 p.m. In the Nov} High Schoo}
auditorium lobby, 24062 Taft.

“We'll evaluate all the lnput we
get from the hearing. We'll look at
that as well as reports
and cnvlronmenul impact,”
Chisholm sal
MDOT o!(icllh will choose the fi-
oal alternalive.

Concerns of residents, particularly
in Novl, who mly be affected by the

{he environment and displaces fewer

* people.

THE PROPOSED boulevard
wwld bcgln with the of

© KITCHEN FIRES

A resident burned in & kitchen fire
that caused $1,000 in damsge at
Green Hill Apartments on Nine Mile
Saturday refused medical treatment.
The 13:40 a.m. fire was ruled acci~
dental -— the result of
grease In a pan being left nmlmded
on a stove bumcr. according to
Farmington Hills Fire Depanment
report.

No one was burt in a kitchen fire
at Green Hill Apartments at 1:15
p.m. Monday. Nelghbors used dry
chemical extinguisher to put out a
fire on a stove burner. The apart-
ment resident sald she accidentally
turned on a burner containing a ther-
mos,

Haggerty Road Connector -
alternative 4A

prd

Maple Rd,

14 1ita Rd.

ps (o connect wlul lhe
l 9&/!-696/! 315 Interchange. Frot
12 Mlle, the new boulevard wonld
continug mnh to 14 Mile and would
curve ground the bog. The new align-
mont would end at its lotersection
with Pontiac Trail

An $11. muuon mw mn! haa

be sddressed lf the public bearlng,
Call said. Homoowners in he Navl

Road mnmmr. pro)ect would
lmpmvo the flow of tralfic la the
a stretch of Haggerty from

Summit Hills signed pet-
iticns calllng for ta end to road lm-
pmvzment plm that would cut a

196 on the Novl/Farmington Hllls
border north to Pontiac Trall oo the
Cor [West d bor-

swath through th

Alternative CA ll less cxpensive
than alternativo 4 at $73 milllen. Al-
ternative 4 would curve westerly
around the bog. It would displace 30
realdences and threo bustnesses; 101
parcels would be acquired for right-

ders.

1 tho road Is taken north to M-39,
the Lhoroughlare would be dnlxnal-
cd asastate , namod M

ther major nlwuun. M
moro lhnn $100 miilion, calls for re-

13 Mo Rd.

N —--%
-

12 Mg Rd,

!

of-way. bullding ﬂm exuunz roadway &s &
Call sl be cndorsed Ivo . with di / 2
4A rather than allernative § becaus wmm:lmnymb ‘ !

rect &
ftisless umnslve. has less effect un » 698, 1- m nnd 1-08.
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Author Gary Paulsen has lunch with a group of
saventh graders from Power Allddie School in

Farmington Hills, where he talked about dog

. Photos by RANDY GORST/stadt photoprapter
Advanced English students at Power Middle School ask questions of author Gary Paulsen.

stedding, writing nnd anything eclse about
which students had questions.
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Smart shoppers know
the valug of owr Bridal
GIft Reglstry. It's conveniont,
and 50 casy to use.

Qur experienced sales
professicnals Can shois jjou e
brido’s personal
preferences in crystal

...Baccarat, Waterfbrd, Orrefors,

Latique, Milter Rogaska.
Flatware by Fraser,
Yamazakxd, Gorham...china by
Lenox, Wedgwood, Herond,
Christlan Dior...and mony other
{tems for her hom=. I/
marriage s in your immezdiais
future, register your
bridal giit suggestions at

. Jacobson's soon,

Jacobson's
‘ \

Wo welcome Jacvb:oru Charge, HasterCand! VISA? nml I:mrr
Shop unm 9 p.m. on Thursday and mm, Uil @ pan. en LMLy,
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