Festival’s fashion
byword: celebration

" By Cathio Breldenbach
specinl writer

ESPITE RUMORS thal
informality runs rampant in

American fashion, a! the
Meadow Brook Music Festival
people siifl dress for a concert.

They may nol always dress “‘up,” in
tact casual comtort dominales —
especially for those sitting on the lawn
— but people throw themselves into the
spitit of the occasion and dress 10
accent the festivity of only-in-thg-
summerlime outdoor concerls on the
grounds of Oaktand University.

To be sure, limes have changed since
the first festival 25 years ago when the
Baldwin Pavilion became the summer
home tor the Detroit Symphony
Orehestra. The scope of the music has
broadencd and so have fashions.
Nowadays people dress less for
propriety and more for comfort.

Florence Knudsen, whao, with her
husband Semon (Bunkie) chaired the
very lirst music {estival, recalls thatin
the feslival's early days people sitling in
the pavilion ““Iried to dress up a little,
We wore good looking outlits. Waol, if it
was going to be chilly or a dress and
jackel.”* She adds, “'And | never went
anywhere without heels.”

Hose and heels are no longer de
rigueur in our informal era. Mes.
Knudsen says of today's tashion
intormality, "‘Sometimes | fight it and
sometimes | think how wise it is. | loved
the dressy-up stage, bul we just moved
beyond it."

AT THE MEADOW Brook Music
Festival foday, the fashion bywordis
“celebrate' and audiences still dress up
on opening nighl. Thay bring out their
finery noy because it's expected, but
because they enjoy dressing for the
occasion. Some men spori tuxedos and
women ward off the evening chill with
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mink coats. For most classical concerts,
women in the pavilion wear dresses and
men wear suits, Those on the lawn opt
for easy-care, easy-wear clothes,

Julie Glynn, who has worked at
Meadow Brook for the past five years,
recalls occasiona) dapper young men in
tuxedos, not in the pavilion, bul
picnicking on the [awn with the
nonchalani elegance of Ralph Lauren
models.

People-watching vies with picnicking
as a pre-concert pastime especially
when handsome fellows ask lor
attention by lounging on the lawn in
tuxedos. Glynn says, “Altire varies from
night 10 night depending on the
concert." When stars on stage dress
with knack-"em-dead glamor, the
audience somelimes comes dressed 10
maich. Glynn remembers when the
Pointer Sisters appeared in pas! years,
the audience *'dressed to the hilt with
lo1s of gold jewelry, etectric colors and
elaborate hairdos. They almost
mimicked what 1he performers had on.”
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beach & coneert chairs from §19.95,
picnie baskets from $39.

we also have plastic wine glasscs,
mugs, napkins, and pitchers
to complete your
picnic seeting ...

epts

Cucud iy fir Home &, Bcer

828 north main downtown rochester 652-1080 open daily & sat 106 ¢h & fri 109 sun 124

One
distinctive name,
25 distinct patterns
in stock.

(GREENSTONES

Creators OF FINE JEWELRY

528 N, Wouomarb, Bemincacan, M148009
4 Buocks Nosmi OF Manu 313/641-2650
Monpar - Satormny 9:30 - 5:30

190 N. Hunter
Birmingham
258-5555

GO~

Whether it's

for two or twenty,

pick up Alban’s “Box Lunch”

the next time you're on the run...

perfect for sporting events, outdoor
concerts, softball games, picnics,

» 4 Pc. Fried Chicken,

Cole Slaw or Potato Salad
& Brownie of...

« Sandwich of Your Choice,
Cole Staw or Potate Salad
& Brownie

— call ahead for speedy service -
Let us create w customized pienic basket for your
wpecial outing...we'll do the cooking, -
you'll have the fun!

} » Tuna or
Chicken Salad
' Croissant
i » Fresh Fruit or
t{ Ambrosla Salad
. * Large Chocolate




