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Set designer’s woes take wing

By Joan Boram the drops on & boom, and just roll them
speclal writer out.”
It's not that simple at Meadow Brook.

Q. Whai do Meadow Brook Music
Festival and a bumblebee have in
common?

A. Their wings are too small.

Despita conventional wisdom,
however, the bumblebee gets around,
and the Meadow Brook Music Festival
presents Broadway musicals with a full
complement of scenery.

Las! year's production of ‘‘Carousel”
came 10 Meadow Brook from S1. Louis’
outdoor Municipal Opera {"'The
Muni*), and the sets had been
designed for the Muni’s conventional
slage.

“‘There is no fly space to speak of at
Meadow Brook,"” said "‘Carousel's”
director Ed Greenberg in theaterese
lingo. "W's anly 23 feet from the floor to
the beams, The wings (or off-stage
area) are practically nonexistent. In St.
Louis, we used enormcus booms. iren
pieces that meet in the center. We pul

“IT'S VERY TRICKY 1o use minimal
wing space to allow for the cast's
acceess to the stage and to change
scenery units," said Greenberg,

In the case of the bumbleee, there's
help from a Higher Authority, but mere
mortals have 1o draw on ingenuily and a
litte help from thelr friends.

Two-thirds of the sets from the Muni’s
production worked on the Meadow
Brook stage, but the remaining one-
third was duplicated in a format
specifically designed to accommodate
the Rochester stage. For example, the
carousel used in S1. Louis was an
authentic antique, 25-feet in diameter.
For Meadow Brook, a new unit was
built, using cut-out horses.

"Nobody guessed that it wasn't a real
antique,” said a pridelful Greenberg.

The man who wields the maglc
hammer is Rick Gopigian, production
director and stage manager for Meadow

Brook Music Theater. Jn simple terms,
Gopigian's job is to make sure
everylhing runs smoothly.

“I'don’l book acts or sign contracts,”
he said, 'bul after that it's up to me.
With 'Carousel,’ they handed me the
show, and said 'whatever works, do
i

WORKING WITH THE Muni's
technical direcior, Paul Wonsek,
Gopigian and his crew devised sels on
casters that were assembled on stage,
behind the scrim curtain, While the cast
performed downstage, the numbered
sels were assembled back of the scrim,
sometimes with only ong minute
available to complete the assembly.

Gopigian describes the results as
“theater magic."

*“Rolling those big unils on casters,
you'd think the audience would hear the
caslers squeak, bul nobody knew what
was going on. And when the scrim went
up, the audience wen! 'aaaaah.’ l was
really rewarding. Gopigian admits he
was "astounded” at how well it wenl. *l

know if | was paying for a ticket and
sitting out in tront, I'd want a production
that runs smoothly. So that's what | try
to give them."

The tirst Meadow Brook thealer
production was *‘Oklahoma,” in 1964,
Set-wise, it was in the ''Hey, kids, let's
have a show'' calegory, where one bale
of hay represented a barnyard, and the
audience’s imagination provided the full

set,

The 1985 presentation, *'Chorus
Line," was perfect for the tacility,
because there aren't any sels, unless
you count the big mirror in the last
scene. Jus! 1o guard against
complacency, howaver, the Higher
Authority sen! a rainstorm that
transiormed the pavillion in Niagara
Falls at matinee ime, and 10 this day,
it's the only Meadow Brook
performance to be rained out.

THIS YEAR'S PRODUCTION,
"Annie," starring Joanne Worley, will
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CONCERT TONIGHT??

Don’t Be A ‘Basket Case’

CALL: 258-9797 Y j

ORDER A CUSTOM PICNIC BASKET
(or Bucket)

Packed With Everything You Need!

= FOODS: Homemeade Sandwiches - Subs - Cheese - Salads - Pasta
« BEVERAGES: Sodas - Seltzers - Wine - Beer
*» BASICS: Napkins - Cutlery - Basket (rent ¢r buy) - Rubblsh Bags
© Purveyors of Fine Edibies & Libatlons Limited Only by Your Imagination

. BEVERAGE WAREHOUSE & PASTA DELI PASTA

31111 Greanfiald (N. of 13 Mila) ! On Greontield (just N. of 13 Milo
Birmingham + 844-2155 @ E @ Located nexi lo I}iov-nuo eroh03t0
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Blrmingham « 258-8787

Soups + Salada« 10 Spoghotil sauces made with all natural, Iresh Ingredients « Custom gift baakels « Dell
trays — wide varlaty of doll monls & cheosoa» Gourmat paniry shall — apices, olive olly, vinegars, imported
cookht, crackes, cotfos s Windsor latian bread» Grated chooses s Boer « V/ine « Liquor « Pop
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STTAKE HOME £:CARRY-OUTATAKE HOMESEC

Open House

Add more
space, more
light, more
airiness
with a

Four Seasons’

“SUNROOM?” i

Let the boauty of the out-
doors in with a Four Seasons
“SUNROOM™, It can be
built into your home or added
on. Either way. its adjus-
table pitch roof cun match
your roof line. Hest of ali,
We can customize your
“SUNROOM™ the way you
like. Choose any shape, any
form. Sclect a glass orshingled

- GREENKHOUS

3 FOUR SEASONS'

i & Hemsndeting Lammiers

roof or any combination. Specify solid wood or
tass sides. And add a breese with functional
oors, The choice is yours,

The Four Seasons Salar Advantage™ keeps you
warmer in winter and cooles in summer with
exclusive features such as Pow-R-Vent® cooling,
Heat Mirror' glazing and built-in shading ta
provide year-round comfort, Perfect for spa
enclosures, kitchens, bathrooms, family raoms,
dining rooms and patio rooms.

@

Four Seasons Design &
Remodaling Center

254-4466

44809 Casa - Utica
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