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New faces
to make
appearance

By Cathia Braldenbech
speclal writer

‘Plus’ job

Panic punctuates talent agent’s routine

This summer, Meadow Brook
Music Festival welcomes stars to
the concert lineup who have never
before pertormed on the open-air
stage of the Baldwin Pavilion.

On Saturday, July 15 Romanian-
born virluoso of the pan pipes,
Gheorghe Zamifir, wilt play &
concerto for baroque flule on his
unique Instrurent, He'll also
pertorm pan pipa renditions ot
popular tavorites such as
“Somewhere My Love" and original
composilions he wrote for movie
sound tracks — all backed by a 65-
plece orchesira.

A classic pair of funny men,
Milten Berle and Sid Caesar, debut
on the Music Festival stage Friday,
July 12. With a small backup
orchestra and an immense
repertoire of humor, the two kings
of comedy will do individual stinis
on stags, then share the limelight as
they thrust and parry one-liners,

STARS OF THE Summer Solid
Gold Series {see accompanying
story) appearing for the first time at
the Music Festival include the
talented Ben E. King, as well as
popular vocalists billed as The
Golden Boys — Frankie Avalon,
Fabian and Bobby Rydell.

On Thursday, July 13, the
poputar group thal began as the
Jefferson Airplane with Grace Slick
as [ead singer, changed its name 1o
the Jetferson Airship when criginal
members were replaced by new
members and now bills itsel
Starship will create their exciting
sound.

Minimalist composer Phillip Glass
and his eight-piece ensemble wilf
play excerpis from compositions
“Einslein on the Beach,”
“Akhnaten," and 1000 Airplanes
on tha Root" at his Meadow Brook
debut Wednesday, July 18, Also on
the program will be sslectlons from
film scores he composed as well as
from *'Satyagraha,” his opera
about Ghandl.

On Wednesday, July 26, British
hearithrob Rick Ashley brings his
solt-core rock sound and clean-cut
good looks to the Baldwin stage.
He and his band will play some of
the songs that made him a hit in
England and are rapldly earning him
an American following.

By Cathle Breidenbach
pocial writor

USIC TAPS direclly into
memory. Songs, better than
anything else, can recreate
the good times when we were

young, {ull of sass and first falling love,
Mosl of us remember 1hose days and
the music with more clarity and intensity
than songs from any other era of our
lives.

Kim Thiele, founder of Entertainment
Plus, the Rochester company thai puts
togelher the Summer Solid Gold Series
of shows for Meadow Brook Music
Festival, knows how 1o capitalize on the
nostalgic power of music even though
she’s only 30, She combines acis (she
calls it packaging a show) with both a
musical era in mind to ensure there wilt
be peopla in the audience who claim
that music and the times they represent
as their own,

“The songs,"” she explained, 'from
high school and college were ‘your’
music. They represented 'your'
generation,"

The first concert, Monday, June 19, in
the Summer Solid Gold Series highlighis
muslc of the Iate ‘60s to mid-'70s with
the racently reunited Blood, Sweat and
Tears, joined by Tommy James, and the
Shondelies. David Claylon Thomas,
lead singer for Blood, Sweal and Tears,
hit the charls and stayed on top a few
decades back with his hils, *'You Made
Me So Very Happy" as well as
“Spinning Wheel'' and *‘When | Die.”

Another vocalisl whose career
peaked during years, Tommy James will
sing scma of his hlts like “Hanky
Panky,” “It's Only Love," and
""Monymony.” Popular vocalist of the
‘80s., Tilfany recently put Tommy
James' tune, "'l Think We're Alone
Now" back on the charis when she
recorded his old hil,

THIELE INSISTS THAT good songs
are limeless and becauss lhey are, they
ge! recorded over and over by new
artists. Although she deliberalely
{argets an era when packaging a show,
she knows music cuts across categories
and genarallons, When parenis bring
teenage children to concerts,
averybody enjoys the showmanship of
the artlsis, the choreographed
movements lo songs, and the wonderful
harmonies of entertainers who've spent
years porfecting their stylo and the art
of pulting songs across to an audiencae.

Fireworks on Monday, July 3, will
follow the concert by headliners Ben E.

King and three groups who stamped Ihe
*60s with their sound — the Shirelles,
ihe Contours and the Marvellettes.

Many will remember the limes when
no dance in the high school gym coutd
be a success withoul playing Ben E.
King's romantic hil "Stand By Me"' or
his ''Spanish Harlem," King, who sang
with the Drifters before successiully
going olf on his own, will be debuting on
the festival slage.

The Shirelles will be back for thelr
third year al the feslival. Thiele calls
them “the most most betoved girl group
of the ‘60s."” It the group’s name
doesn't jog memories, their song tilles
usually will — “'Dedicated lo the One |
Love,” *'“'Tonight's the Night,” “Will
You Love Me Tomorrow?" amd
“'Soldier Boy."

THE ORIGINAL Shirelles split up
some year back and each member of
the early trio has reconstituled a new
group and laid claim in courl {o the
group name. The court decision on the
Shirelles is pending, so Thlele looks for
credibility based on which group is
accepted by the music indusiry as the
original.

Gelling nominated (o the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame or winning a Grammy
award clearly indicates industry
support. "“We run with these opinions,”
Thiele said, adding that whenever she
can, she "lets the courts make moral
decisiions.”

Members of the vocal groups
frequently change aver the years. The
shuftling of talent raises moral questions
of how groups can be legitmately be
billed. Wilh dilferent members, the
groups are nol the same as the original
although they may come very close to
dupticating the original sound.

ALSO ON STAGE wilh King and the
Shirelles will be two popular Motown
groups, Ihe Contours and the
Masvelleltes. The song “Do You Love
Me"* by the Contours played In the
movie, " Dirty Dancing, and the group
recenlly returned from a Dirty Dancing
tour featuring artists on the movie
sound track. Meadow Book is flying in
the Rocking’ Robin Bend from Orlando,
Fla. to serve as house band for the July
3 concerl because they play with rock
groups all the time and will help the
show llow without cumbersome
switching of bands batween acia.

Besides originaling concepts for
shows and booking the 1aient,
Entertainment plus produces shows.
That means lining up house bands and

coordinating the myriad details of
scheduting transportation for talent,
handling promotions, lining up a master
of ceremonies from top local radio
sialions, arranging slage facilities and
pre-show sound checks as well as
troubleshooting whataver glitches come
up at the last minute.

ON SUNDAY, JULY 16, Meadow
Brook bring in the Golden Boys —
Frankie Avalon, Fabian and Bobby
Rydell. Thiete anticipates no snafus in
the show but she knows betler than to
feel smug. Maybe Frankie won’l turn up
to croon his hils because Annette
Funicello will lure him away 10 play
"beach blanket bingo™ the way they did
in early leen movies. All three former
teen hearlthrobs will share billing.

Thiclo says, “We think there are a jot
of women out there who remember the
old romantic days." Men also tune into
the romantic moments music recalls.
Thigle says she's had men say 10 her
they had their firsl date when a
particutar song was a hit or whenever
ihey think of thelr first kiss, a certain
song comes Lo mind,

The final show of the Summer Solid
Gold Series on Saturday, Aug. 18
brings in all-lime rock and roll great
Chuck Berry, who's besn In the industry
30 years and was recently elected to
the Rock and Ro!l Halt of Fame.

Lifile Anthony, best known for “Tears
on My Pillow,” "'Shimmy, Shimmy KoKo
Bop,” and "'Going Out ot Head Over
You," was 16 years old In the late '50s
when he first lopped the charts. He
Hegan with the Imperials, then broke oft
to make il as a single. The Coasters,
best remembered for hits like “Along
Came Jones,” *‘One Kiss Led to
Anolher,"” and "Poison lvy," will add
their catchy, playful rock and roll
sounds to 8 Meadow Brook Music
Festival celebration of great R& R.

The business of booking and
producing shows for Meadow Brook
sounds glamorous and Thiele admils
she loves *‘dealing with what makes
peopte happy, with what entertalns
them."

Bul Ihe business has its nightmare
side. "Being constanily ready for the
unexpected keeps me awake at night,"'
Thigle sald, "'The greatest lesson i've
tearned in this business is there aro only
5o many things in life you can control.
Sometimes | teel like a farmer who can't
can't control the wind and hail, There’d
be more securily dealing with things
that don't think, live and die.”




