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By Dan O'Msara
sta! writer

' The Western Lakes Activities Assoclation
has delayed offlclal recognition of a league
champlon in girls track and ficld pending
the outcome of an athletic directora meeting

y.

“The action siems from the declslon
Wednesday night to suspend the Jeague meet
wlith two events remaining due to inclement
weather. Plymouth-Canton was host for the

meel.

At the conclusion of the 200-meter dash,
the mect was stopped, but a vote by the 12
coaches on whether to finish it Thursday or
suspend It with Farmingion being the
winner resulted In a 6-6 tic. The uncontested
cvlcnu were the 3,200-meter run and 1,600
relay.

Falcons step closer

Referee Ed Gabrys broke the stalemate
when he ruled the meet would be suspended
wlth Farmington, which bad a 108-106 lead
over Livonia Stevenson at that polnt, being
declared the winner.

After he was contacted by Roger Frayer,
athletic director at Stevenson, Plymouth-
Canton Athletlc Director Paul Cummings
called the league meeting for 8 a.m. today in
Farmington Hills,

ings, who was reportedly out of
town and unvailable for comment late
Thursday and Friday, also refused to release
meet results until the athletic directors re-
viewed the matter.

THE WLAA asked the Michigan High
School Athletic Association for permission
to flnish the meet thia week but was refused.
MHSAA rules state all competition must
cease following the state finals, which took
place Saturday,

While the boy: meet waa suspended Tues-

day for Lhe same reason and concluded prior
to the girls mect Wednesday, the coaches
clected not to do the same for the girls be-
cause of the proximity to the state meet and
the Farmington schools had scheduled thelr
proms for Thursday night.

“'As far as I'm concerned, we won,” sald
Farmington coach Bruce Brown, who added
he was i favor of a co-champlonship at the
time of the vate. "Everyone shook my band
and sald congratulations,

“If the ADs felt strongly they were not
golng to have a champlon (based on the
Wednesday declsion), they should have been
there to act as meet officials and should ex-
plain that to my kids."

By Tim Smith
staff writor

Missed scoring chances cost Blrmingham Marlan's
girls soccer team in Saturday’s Class A state regional
champlonship game against Farmington at Southfield
High. Unbeaten Farmlngton, the atate’s No.-1 ranked
team, won 1-0.

Farmington (16-0-4) now advances to play Troy
Athens in the state semifinals at 6 p.m. Wednesday at
Fraser High School. The Falcons gained that berth
thanks to a goal by junlor forward Amy Trunk six min-
utes into the sccond half. It was the first reglonal cham-
pionship for the team, according to coach Cathy Cole.

Athens quatifled for the semifinals with a 5-2 reglonal

champlonshlp victory over Utica Ford. Freshman Lisa
Grace led the Red Hawks with a sterling three-goal per-
{ormance.

Meanwhile, the lone goal in the Farmlngton-Marian
match was scored when Trunk converted Margaret
Martln's long lead pass lrnrn midfield, slipping It past
Mustangs goalkeeper Cheryl Feldman, who was caught
out of posltion.

According to coach Morris Lupenec, the Mustangs
{13-4-1) were thelr own worst enemles. Twice in the sec-
ond:half, Marian kicked the ball over the top of a near-
ly-cmply goal, once on a breakaway,

“WE'RE NOT keeping it on the ground,” sald Lu-
penec about the misses. “Ang that's basic soccer.”

Lupenec sald his team outplayed the Falcons, But be
added that Farmington deserved credit for cashing in
when they had the chance,

As chances go, however, it wasn't that obvious of an
opportunity.

Martin's long pass found speedy teammate Trunk on

the right side and the latter found the mark from long
range. Trunk booted it past the Marlan goalkeeper, who
had come far from her usual station in an unsuccessful
attempt to retrieve the ball.

Cole, who sald the teams were cvenly-matched, gave
hee squad a halftime pep talk followlng a scorcless,

unevent(ul flrat half.

“'We weren't winning possession of the ball or hitting
our passes to have an offensive attack,” Cole said. At
hatftlme, she told the Falcons they could control thelr
own fate with more intensity.

THE WINNING coach pralsed freshmen defenders
Sue Gibson and le Popylc, goalkeeper Debrah Wester-
kamp and Martl

“She (erun) hycd a phyalcal game and won pos-
session of a lot of balls which created the few offensive
opportunities we had,” Cole sald.

Good fortune also was ln Farmington’s corner.

Minutes after Farmington scored its goal, :ophamnm
Marian forward Jennifer Holowka sprinted n all alone
on a retreatlog Westerkamp — ouly to boot the ball
several feet above the top crossbar,

Although the Falcons did a Jullur Job of controlling
the ball for much of the rest of the contest, Marian just
missed two olher times,

First, Jecolfer Riker's dlmct lm llck nued pul the

{ar post. Huanle Soyle - B e ervasbar wilh a
shot in the first half — lm.er ll!u:d Lhc “ball over the goal
from close range.

On one occaslon when the Mu:m:g: did keep the ball
down, with two minutes to play, It was blocked splendid-
Iy by a diving Westerkamp.

EB'S A GOOD keeper who's always game ready,”
Cale nald “She dld keep us in the game on that one
save."

According to Brown, the coaches agreed,
prior to updating the team scores to include
results of the 200 dash, to compile the score
to that polat and let the results atand.

Brown added Stevenson coach Paul Holm-
berg was “very graclous” about the aitma-
tion and added he sympathized with his
coaching counterpart. Stevenson won the
Lakes Divislon dual-meet title by beating
Farmington a week carller, and both teamns
had been headed for a season-long show-

- down In the WLAA meet.

“We both knew we were taking a risk, but
we agreed to end it there,” Brown sald. “We
made a decislon to count up the polntx and
lct the chlps fall where they may,”

FRAYER'S CONCERN, besldes the facta
league champion was apparently named
without conducting a complete mect, is that
league pollcy s being determined by the
coaches and meet referee when only the
principals are empowered to do that, ac-
cording to the WLAA bylaws.

The referee has the power lo make the
declsion he did as long as It doesn't
supersede a league or MHSAA rule, accord-
ing to Frayer. The problem Is the WLAA has.
no contingency plan in its bylaws that might,
resolve such a matter. .

“There I3 no provision for inclement
weather,” Frayer sald. “Thus, the referce ls”
maklng pollcy for the Western Lakes,”

Frayer sald he would encourage the ath-”
letic divectors to have the league mcets a
week earller and allow for the implementa-
tion of a contingency plan in the future,

As to whether Stevenson might seek a re-"
versal of the decislon to make Farmington
the champlon, Frayer sald he wanted to ad-
dress that matter with his fellow ADs flrst.

“It's a talnted champlonship one way or”
the other,” he sald, “We'd rather see the
chnmplnn in any sport declded on the play-"
ing fleld.”

Piease turn to Page 2

Farmington players gather to colebrate Satur-
day after Farmington’s Amy Trunk scored the
only goal In the championshig game of the re-

JERRY 20LYRSKY/statf photographee

gional soccer tournament at Southfield. The
No. 1-rated Falcons play in the semifinals at 6
p.m. Wednezday,

Cranbrook forces stalemate with Harrison

By Ken George
stat vritor

One pltch away!

Twlce In the top of the seventh Inning,
Farmington Hills Harrison {(18-5) was one
strike from beating Bloomf{leld Hiils Cran-
brook (23-1) 3nd advancipg to the Clase B
district baseball final at Madison Helghts.

With two outs in the Inning, Hawks plicher
Cralig Murray let My a wild pitch that al-
towed Duncan Pankep! to score from third
to tle the game. After Murray struck out
Mike Mandt to end the inning, the game was
suspended because of rain. It will be re-
sumed today at 3:30 pm.

Pam Thompson, sacond basaman on the Mercy softball team,
otands over teammate Kerry Sayers and Livonin Ladywood’s
Lorl Knoll after tho faflon playero collided during an attempted

Rain fell steadily from the fl{th Inning on,
and several players had trouble bandling the
wet ball. Harrison coach John Herrington
thought the game should have been called
earller.

“I thought it should have been stopped
when the lghtning started,”” Herrington
said., “That was in about the sixth Innlng."”

For 5% innings, the game was a classic
pitchers’ duel between Mwrray and Mandt,
Murray struck out nine and allowed just two
hits, while Mandt was equally impressive
with six strikeouts and four hits altowed.

HAWKS SECOND bascman Dave Najari-
an drove in what seemed to bo the winning

run in the bottom of the sixth. With Millard
Coleman on third following a walk, a stolen
base and an overthrow, Najarian picked on
the first pltch from Mandt and hit it sharply
Into right fteld for a slngle.

With the rain falling even harder, Jon
Schaeffer followed with a single and Dan
Justice walked to load the bases with two
outs. The rally ended, however, when Tim
Horton popped out to second baseman Jason
McLenaghan.

Then came the dramatic seventh inning
that was set up by walks to Pankopf and
Matt Desanlls, a stolen base and a passed

Cranbrook had threatened only ope other

weoro OK.

steal of second Saturday In the Class A regional softball tourna-

.

§. - §oo—

SN, B
— . v

time against Murray, the hard-throwing sen-
{or right-hander. With one out in the fourth,
John Edman hit a line drive to the wall ln
left-center, but he was cut down on a good
relay as he tried to stretch it to a triple.
Pankopf then walked and stole second, be-
fore Sean Ortiz flow out to end the threat.

Harrison had loaded the bases two other
times agalnst Mandt. In the third inning,
Schaeffer singled and Justice and Jason
Lichtman walked to load the bases. Hawks
catcher Rob MacDonald took a called third
strike to end the Inning. In the fourth, fol-

In the (ifth inning, Cranbrook center ﬂelﬁ
er Jeit Perklnson took an extra-
away from Horton with a major-league dlv-
ing catch in left-center fleld. The pitching
duel continued.

Herrington blamed the game-tylng wild
pitch on the rain.

* “THE BALL just got too we’ " he sald.
“Murray couldn’t hold onto it That's the
only way they got a run.”

Desantis and Edman had the hits for
Cranbrook, while Schaelfer (two singles),
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mant at Claudae Allison Field. Thompson proceeded to tag Knoll
for an important putout ln the savanth inning. Sayors and Xnoli

lowing three stralght walks, Justice ground.

Oy Dan O'Meara
s1atf writer

Rain wazhed out the fInal game of

‘ the Class A district softball tourna-

ment at Redford Unlon, but nelther

coach was shedding any tears over
the postponement Saturday.

Livonia Franklln, 18-8, and Farm-
ington Rills Mercy, 24-11, will return
to Cloude Allison Fleld todoy acd
play for the champlonship at 3:30

p.m.

Mercy bad the flnal say in Its
rivalty with Livonln Ladywood, get-
ting past the first round with a 2-1

vlL'wry behind Amy wnrd'n three-
hit pitching.
Jeony Mayle pitched a whltter as

Franklin advanced with a mercy-
shortencd, 14-0 victory over Detreit
Henry Ford, which was minus a
handful of players who went on &
seolor. trip instead. That included
regular plicher Roslyn White, and
the Patriots teed off on alow-throw-
Ing J Johason.

"I don't lke & baligame 1lke that
only because you face a slow pltcher
and have to come back and face

“Then ii takes two or three Innings
to adjust.”

O P

Najarlan and Jason Fox collected hits for
ed out to end a bases-loaded threat. Harrisol -

Marlins aim for
3rd district title

n.

softball

The Patriots got the final out
against Heary Ford, 11-3-1, Just as
the raln started to fall and dlda't:
have to worry about trying to hit a~
quality pitcher like Edward, ’

MERCY COACH Sunnne Brown
would have llked to take advantage
of that situation, but the post
ment also gave the Marlins a chance’
to let Edward and shortstop Kerry
Sayers recover from minor Injuris

*I would like to have played Ihzm
right away if the weather had
nice,” Brown said. “It would h.nvo
been to our advantago to plly them,
We had an inlensa gamo In the first
game, and you tend to stay intense,
luurd hphynlmmm'llhl

lesser pitcher and back and
play an Intensa

On the other hand, Edwnd dign't
have to pltch after palling a back,
muscle, and Sayera had a chance to
recover from a violent collision with
Ladywood's Lori Knoll In the sev-
enth Inning,

Ploaso turn to Page 2
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