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" Katie McDonald, a senior defender, clears the

ball from the Farmington end of fleld and
keeps it away from Beth Huck of Troy Athens.

'RANDY BORST/stalt photographer
Huck, however, scored the winning goatl as the

Red Hawks dealt the Falcons their first loss of
the season in the state semifinals Wednesday.

‘Athens trips Falcons

By Dan O'Msara.
staff writer

The deslre to win was about all that Troy Athens had
Ieft. Time and hope were nearly gone,

‘With less than a minute left in the semlfinal game of
the Clazs A girls soccer tournament Wednesday, the Red
Hawks appeared to be hmqed for defeat and Farming-
ton the state final.

Bul the opposite was true when the gime ended as

thens stunned the top-rated Falcons with a 2-1, over-

" e victory at Fraser High Schoal.

The Red Hawks take a 21-2-1 record Into the champl-
onship game at 1 p.m. Saturday at North Farmington
agalnst Northville, which edged Kalamazoo Central 1-0
in a shootout. Farmington suffered its first loss during o
16-1-4 season.

“I've been to slx other state flnnls and won three,”
Athens coach Tim Sterch said, “but I don't remember
{feellng as much cmotlon at a polat when things seemed
sohopeless.” -

IT LOOKED as if Farmington would hang on for a 1-0
victory, but that changed quickly and dramatically
when Christie Stevens scored the tylng goal with only 45
seconds left In regulntion time. Beth Huck got the win-
ning goal in the first 10-minute overtime period.

Stevens was alone on the left side, and teammate Jac-
gle Silagyl spotted her and placed a,crossing pass right
In front of her, Stevens booted a solid, lelt-footed shot
into the corner of the goal.

“She turned and looked left, and I was wide open,”
Stevens sald. “It was the perfect angle to shoot, and it
was a good looking on Jacqic's part.

“MICHELLE PASSED it through, and I was running
to it, turned asd shot,” Huck sald, adding she was
surprised to get such an open shot against a physical
team like Farmington.

The Falcons dominated the flrst half and kept the
pressure on the Athens defense, but the Red Hawks sur-
rendered only one goal to Carrle Maler.

As the half neared the midway polnt, it began to rain
hard, making the ground slick, Maler bad an uncontest-
ed shot from point-blank range when the Athens xonlla
appeared to slip and was unable to recover In time,

The Falcons didn't have as many chances in the sec-

ond half, and Lhe Red Hawks did a commendable job
throughout of keeping track of Maler and teammate
Amy Trunk, a pair of speedaters at the forward posi-
tions,
Athens frequently sent the ball into Farmington terri-
tory with long kicks out of Its end, trylng to catch the
defense off guard and let its forwards, especially Lisa
Grace, go 1-on-1 with Westerkamp.

The Falcons countered by shooting the ball deep to
their goalie and thwarting the attempted charges, but it
also had the effect of wearing down the opposition, ac-
cording to Storch.

AT THE 20-MINUTE mark, the Red Hawks went
with three forwards and, as a last-dlich, desperation
::n?:o, put four Into the game with 10 minutes left, he

“Because of our speed up front, we're quick and tena-
clous, and I thought we could force our own breaks,”
Storch said, “I was really confident when we tled It be-
cause our conditionlng Is superior, and we substituted a

By Dan O'Meara
staff writor

Zaim Cunmulaj saved hls best for
last,

In the most important meet of the
year, the North Farmington senior
outdid rival Corey O'Brien of Ro-
chester and won the state champlon-
ship In the discus throw Saturday,

- In the Class A floals at Eastern
Mh:hignn University, Cuomulaj
threw a carecr-best 163
feet, 11 lnchu O'Bril:n, the runner-
up at 163-2, had beaten Cunmulaj by
two Inches at the West Bloomﬂcld
Invitational and eight Inches at the
0Oakland County meet.

“We flgured, if he got off a good
throw, be bad a great chance of win-,
ning,” North coach Mark Bechard

- sald, “Actually, he threw less than I
thought he would, In practice, he's
been hitting 170.

“I thought, if he threw close to 170
he'd be tough to beat, and it so bap-
pened 163-11 was enough to win it.”

CUNMULAYJ, who was third In the
state as a heavywelght wrestler last
February and will pursue that sport
next fall at Grand Raplds Junior
Cellege, made his winning throw on

his second attemnpt in the prelimi-
narfes, In the finals, he was in the
1508 conslstently.

“I think he was jost nervous about
belng on top,” Bechard said.

As the stale champlon in Michl-
gan, Cunmula) bas been invited to
compete in the annual Tri-State
Meet Saturday in Indlanapolls, and
that will give him one more opportu-
nlty to break the school record, Bec-
bard sald. Mark Bleh! set the stan-
dard in 1978 when be threw the
discus 1714.

ANTEMANUELE/“DHWM
Zaim Cunmulaj of North
Farmington won the Class A
discus throwing title with
toas of 183 teet, 11inches,

“He has the poteatinl of throwing
that,” Bechard sald. "He throws that
far In warmups, but once he gets in
the circle he gels nervous and
doesn’t scttle down, When he's re-
laxed he gets {t out there.”

Cunmulaj's first place also made
North the highest finisher among Ob-
serverland teams at the state meet.
The Ralders were 21st with 10
polnts, and the closest were Livonia
Churchill and Redford Union, both of
whom tied for Sist with three polnts
aplece.

Plymouth Salem senior Roger
Parry was one of aix who leaped 6-6
and finished sixth'in the high jump.
Churchlli's  Jason Belaire

place in the kigh jump but was sixth”

in the 300-meter hurdles with a 39.4

time, and Redford Unlon's Eric

lsg‘cppard was elxth In the discus at
38

IN THE CLASS A girls meet,
Farmington's Jennlfer Kiel was
eighth in the 1,800 run with a schoal-
record time of 5:17.9. She competed
but didn't place in the 3,200.

Julle Lawton twisted 2n ankle and
went out at 5-1 in the high jump, but
she bas been lnvited to the Tri-State
Moct, too. Sprinter Jennifer Reed
and hurdler Shelll Gaul made it as
far as the semifinals,

Reed and Angle Forge were cho-
sen co-most outstanding trackwom-
en on the Farmington team.

Farmington Hills Mercy's Kath-
leen Gerlgk, named that team’s most
outstanding runner, was ninth in the
1,600 at 5:17.9 but only the top elght
In each event score polnts and
receive medals.

Teammates Charese Saoders and

Jeanette Turner, the team's most
improved performer, were 1ith in
the shot put and discus, vely,
Carrie Walton and Heather Noll
were 14th and 15th, respectively, in
the 3,200 run wm: personal-best
times of 11:49,

Plymouth Canton’s Heather Sycn—
cer dldn'tplace in the high fump.
made the opening height of 4-11 on
her first jump, cleared 5.1 on ber
third altempt and fatled to m.lkc u;e
next step Lo 5-
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YOU CAN RECEIVE

UPTO A

ONCE YOU BUY A CRISSMAN CADILLAC... .
YOU KNOW FOR SURE WE'LL BRING YOU BACK -

.You’ve heard about Cadillac’s
1989 Owner Loyalty Program.
Now — hear about Crissman
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cons’ hopnl of winning ‘a stato title were
dashod when Athans posted a 2-1 viclovy In

" N Heathor Markay of Athons takes possossion of
““(the ball ‘a3 Farmington’s Amy Trunk losan her
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