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WLAA athletic directors
uphold original decision

By Dan O'Moara
stal! writor

Athletie directors from the West-
ern Lakes Activitles Assoclation

glrls track

schools did what coach
Bruce Brown belicved was anly the
thing they could do.

That was te recognize the Falcons
as the WLAA champlons’ in glrls
track and field.

The athletie directors met Monday
to discuss the outcome of last
Wednesday's league meet, which
was sutpended because of threaten-
ing weather with two events remain-
Ing. Farmington was ahead at that
point and was awarded the title
when the 12 coaches and referce Ed
Gabrys voted to let the results stand.

Livenla Stevenson, which was sec-
ond after the 200-meter dash, ques-
tloned the right of coaches and the
meet officlal to make WLAA policy
ang requested the special ADs' meet-
ing.

PAUL CUMMINGS, the atbletlc
director for the Plymouth-Canton
School District, which was host for
the meet, sald the ADs voted to ac-
cept the decislon made at the site,
thereby making Farmington the
wloner.

‘Cummings cited two factors in the
decisfon:

© The Michlgan High School Ath-
letie Assoclation rule that says a sea-
son cannot be extended beyond the
siate meet. The stale flnals were
Saturday.

® The games commlttee, conlst-
ing of nll the head coackes and the
referee, voted to terminate the meet
and let the results stand.

“ thought we hnd done that the
other night, and the ADs substantiat.
ed that,” Brown said. I felt good the
ADs went along with it. We were the
ones who had to stand out there In
the raln.

“People say it's a tainted champi-
onship, but 10 years from now they'll
come down to the trophy case and it
will be In there. I certalnly don't feel

The runner-up Spartans led 103-98
followlng the 800 run, but Farmlog-
ton pulled ahcad after Angle Forge

red 10 polnts by flnishing second
in the 200.

“1'd llke to think if you're ahead by
flve going Into the two-mile you've
got a shot at winalng [t,” Brown said,
“Jennlfer Kiel Is pretty good money
to have In the bank,"

FORGE, BY virtue of her high fln-
ish In the 200 dash, had In cffect the
game-winnlng hit, and she also was
third in (ke 100 and anchored Farm-
lngwns winning 800 and 400 rclay

"Anyone who has watched ber get
the baton on the anchor leg of a re-
lay knows they’re in troudle,” Brown
sald. “She’s one tough competitor,

“She has a hip problem that hurts
her when she comes out of the
blocks,” ho added, “s0 we don't usu-
ally run her kn open events.”

The Falcons have enjoyed contin-
ued success despite the 1oss of three
outstanding sprinters In Amy Trunk,
Carrie Maler and Sve Gibson. They
are members of Farmingion's top-
rated soceer team, which had con-
flicts with the track schedule as the
Falcons chased a possible state
championship in soccer,

their absence, Mariko Usuba
filled in and helped keep the sprint
relays strong. Jennifer Reed, who
took first in the 100, Usuba, Nlcole
Tocco and Forge won the 800, and It
was Reed, Shelll Gaul, Usuba and
Farge tak[ng first in the 400,

“We used her against Stevenson In
the dual meet and got away with it,
and I thought we could do it again In
the conference meet,” Brown sald.

FARMINGTON'S other victories
came from Julie Lawton in the high

“There’s always that question.

(The reglonal time) was the fastest

time she had ever run. In the dual,
she screwed up ber steps, and (Sl.e-
vepson's Edsa Christensen) beat her.
There had to be a question In her
wmind, but she put the hammer down
and beat them.”

Stevenson's 3,200 relay team of

Suzanne Moore, Jennifer Knapp,
Jennifer Plander and Tracey Clark
supported coach Poul Holmberg's
falth In them by winolng that event
with the only sub 10-minute time of
the race, 9:524.

“*“If there was anything yon could
bet on, It was the two-mile relay, and
they went out and got the bett time
in the area,” Holmberg said. “They
wanted to be the number one uam in
the arca, and they did it that night.”"

Jessann Martin gave the Spartans
first place In the shot put and second
in the an tensen re-
bounded from a disappointment in
the 100 hurdles to win the 300 con-
test. .

CHRISTENSEN had a slim lead in.
the 100 hurdles, according to Holm-
berg, when she hit a hurdle late in
the race and stumbled, dropping to
third and ending up fourth,

“Lisa has won other races when
someone else stumbled,” Holmberg
sald. “Maybe it was her time, Com-
ing back and win the 300 helped her
g0 away from that meet fecling posi-
tive.

Clark also finished second in the
800, and Holmberg safd he was glad
he decided to put Pat Bagley in the
1,600, She usually runs the 3,200, but
that and the 1,600 relay were the
events that were not contested when
the meet was stopped.

“It was one of the few tmes she
was doubling,” Holmberg sald. “As [t
turned out, we dldn't run the two-
mile, and that would have meant, as
a senlor, she wouldn't have run In the
league meet.

“I'm awfully glad I did put her in
the mile. Otherwise, she wouldn't

cons

win meet

BILL BRESLER/ MW

\ Shelli Gaul crosses a hurdle en route to winning the 100-meter -
title at the WLAA glirls track and field meet, repeating her re- —
glonal victory in that event.

‘(Shelli Gaul) went head-to-head with
all of them and beat them, and there
were some pretty good hurdlers there

. . . There's always that question. (The
regional time) was the fastest time she
had ever run. In the dual, she screwed
up her steps, and (Stevenson’s Lisa
Christensen) beat her. There had to be

have had a chance to compete.”

ashamed to bave won it, that's for jump and Gaul in the 100 hurdles, 7e H H

. Gaul's victory was gratifying be- Salem had two individual winnera a question in her mind, but she P ut the

The Falcons finished with 108  cause it proved her first place at the  In Tracey Livermore and Nikii Wy- hammer down and beat them.’ '
polnts, Stevenson 103, Plymouth S8a- reglonal was not a fluke, Brownsald.  gonik, whe won the loog jump and
luﬂ was m and‘ m DL:!k gf:- th“she v;eg:ah‘cgdo-he? gllh all of :}\:—mew duhmrespecuvely. UVo- A -— Bruce Brown
a it fo en erm an em, and there were yssa Belaire caj Yere)
mmh plon Plymouth Canton got !lﬂh so{sc pretty good hurdlers there,” bie mmd first place In the 4Do-meicr armington track coach
place. said.
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MEN'S VOLLEYBALL

USA vs. USSR

The Palace of Auburn Hills
Monday — June 19, 1989

7:30 PM
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