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be in financial difficulties, so
much so that Gov. William
Miiliken alp€ady has indi-
cated there’will be slashes in
many budgets, while at the
same time Racing Commis-
sioner Leo Shirley refused to
allow racing during the
month of January.

Matter of fact,the Commis-

to start early in January.

But that turned outto be
nothing but talk.. When the
1971 racing dates were an-
nounced, it was learned that
there would be no raclng in
Michigan until Feb.i3 at
Northville Downs.  :

Why do we bring 'these
matters to your attention?

#RICE
199 By Doc Minard
It seems a bit strange that ~ You -wiil recall that the
the State of Michigan should Jackson-at-Northville' meet-

ing was more than holding its
own with the competition
from Windsor Raceway. The
40-night meeting showed the
highest percentage ‘of in-
crease in wagering and at-
tendance of any track in the
state.

The wagering totaled $10,-

641.784 for a nightly average .

- sioner halted harness yacing of $266,044,up 28 per cent

LEAGUE at the Jackson-at-Northville o\'ereii%& The turnstile count

meeting the first week in soared to 133457 for a nightly

EVE&Y FRL9 P.M. Decem%erv There was|some average of 3.337, up 31 per
FORD ARENA | talk that an extension would cent over the previous year.

. be granted to.the end of the  During that same period

FARMINGTON year and then dates aliotted Windsor was. struggling' and

was going through its poorest
meeting in five years with
handle and attendance show-
ing a big dip.
OncesNorthville closed its
gates, Windsor started to spi-
ral and ended the fall meet-
ing only a fraction down
from the 1969 figures for a
similar period i

Bill Brown’s
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BUT THEN came the
Windsor winter session which
opened on New Year's eve
with one of the largest
crowds in history. That was
Just a sample of what was to
come for Saturday's attend-
ance soared to an ail-time
high of 9,562 with a mutuel
handle of $642,736, a\sa a
record.

The first three nights of
the meeting saw the attend-
ance figures climbing to
24,000 and a total handle of
$1.6 million.

There isn't any question
thy Northville meeting
whuldn't have reached those
proportions but the state
would have collected quite a
few dollars as its share of the
wagering. Dollars that it
never saw because these
wasn’t any racing in Michi-

-gan.

Now there is even a bigger
problem cqming up when
Northville opens a wifte
meeting on Feb. 3. The trari\/
management will have to try-
and get the impetus going
again. it will have to try and
coax the better stables to

race there and it will ha.e to =

try and get the fans coming

“to Northville instead of going

across the river to Windsor.
- None knows just how much
of a problem this is going to

BASEBALL HAS iTS Alou brothers,
hockey has its Plager brothers, but Wayne State
may have the only collection of three brothers
in college swimming with the Haley Brothers of

Southfield. Products of

Mike. a senior; junior
John. Al lettered last wi

Southfield High School.

the trio includes (from left) team co-captain

Dave and sophomore
inter for the Tartars and

are expected to play key roles in the 1970-71
WSU swimming program.

ON THIS
COLOR
CONSOLE

be better than Northville's judge and stall superintend-
Executive Manager John ent. is retiring from those
Carlo. assignments.

“That two months of no  Pal. who has beer. in har-
racing will be hard totover- ness racing for more than 25
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.ville boss,

come in lieu of,the tremen-
dous hike in action at Wind-
sor.” said the veteran North-
“It will be a lang
time before we'll be able: 6 *
get the impetus we need for a
successful meeting.”
. ey

ORRIN K. Grettenberger,
president of the Michigan
Harness Horsemen's Associa-
tion, has been appointed to
the post of USTA director for
Distriet 11.

years as manager of a stable,
owner, trainer. groom and
any other chores, will leave
for Florida next week to
check into his new home.

His wife, Betty. will follow
in another week. They plan
to stay in ‘the sunny south
until next sammer, returning
for the Wolverine Raceway
meeting.

ANN ARBOR AREA horse-
men were guests of 3 Guys

arly American—model 7124
on concealed swivel casters

" ® We'install television antennas and towers
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22344 VAN BORN RD.
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WE HAYE THE AREA'S LARGEST AND MHST
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Open Daily 9t0 9
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Area’s Largest Exclusive Magnavox Display

0.K. was named to fill the from R.P.I. stable at a cock-
vacancy created by the tail party, Dec. 6. The gath-
death of longtime MHHA ering was held at-the home of
Secretary Charley Coon. He stable co-owner. Kip Siegel
will serve the unexpired term, Three sons of MHHA
of two years.

Harry Petgrson will be ton, are members of the
back at Northville Downs ‘as Brighton' High wrestling
racing secretary of the 1971 team. senior, Chet Allen
meetings. It will be a cold wrestles 119-1b class: Mike, a
reception for Harty who' took junior, wreslles in the 132-Ib

“off for Florida last fall and class: and [reshman Rod

has been enjoymg the warm Wrestles in'the 98-Ib class.
climes ever since. . Sixth-grader, Marty Allen is
J. “Pat” Paterson, who the team manageFr, The team

! horseman Carl Alen, Brigh~

has been a member of the
official family at Northville
Downs for years as paddock

was undefeated thgough its
first four mgtches and a togr-
nament.
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.Beginning January 1,

tomplete
homeowners insurance available
[~ atthe Auto Club for members who
own or rent homes, apartments or’
vacation homes in Michigan.

AAA Road Service is keeping
members on the go despite the
snow. Those really stuck in snow,
finance Snowmiobiles with the
Club’s MemberLoan plan. Ad

%ﬁamﬁ

Skiing. swimming and traveling
are being protected by the Club’s
broad Personal Accident Insurance
policy. Children (up to 16) are
covered,

tool

tional vehicles.
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New-car shopping members are
figuring on saving with the Club’s

tow-cost MembetLoan financing
plan for cars, boats and recrea-

i 1;[;1“1-

The Exchange’s

NMay

gwtkaga i insuring those who
! rent or borrow motor homes,
campers o( travel trailers. -

Outdoor Living

AAA to ”

School's out and thousands of
AAA safety patrol boys and girls
are now depending on dad and

from vacaions.

*Bring "Em Back Alivel”

with AAA’s expert

st SSully

Members are seeing the world
fan

R Aug

i
Bail Bonds, $200 Theft Reward,

resen
AAA
tecting their money.

tion. ticket and tour service.
ravelers Checks are pro-s

members.

and nationwide insurance claims
service are all protecting traveling

HR é'epf

Exchange car insurance—with
rates Triple-A's unique lifetime car
insurance guarantes—protects-far ~
more Michigan cars than any
other policy.

@ Cof

MemberLife, underwritten by
Michigan Life Insurance Co.,offers
low-gost fife insurancé coverage
torall the family from ages 1

the new 'cars.

@‘ c?iob

Motor News magazine shows all
: " Other monthly
issues point to vacation fun. AAA
Memberloan financing saves

€ e

Share 12 months of AAA services,
savings and protections with more
than 900,000 Michigan drivers.
Give AAA gift to

through 69.

maney on lbuying new cars.

family and friends.

Northville ‘hocseman Biil
Simmons, hit 252 for the
Cardinals last season after
returning from a tour of duty
with Uncle Sam. * .
Howard McAra. Davison,

well-knownbreeder-owner,
passed away early in Decem-
ber following a {engthy ill-
ness.

Northville triiner Ken By
is well on the road to recoj
ery followinig a hospital slay
for-an operation.

Horsemen Jim' Kennedy.
Bay Cll) and Tom Harmer.

Utica, ‘are vacationing in the

Bahamas.
Bengals
Give More
Bargains

There wili be more bargam
bills than ever at Tiger Stad-
ium in 1971. Ladies/Reti-
rees Days will be on Satur-
days, with seven different
teams .facing the Tigers on
the eight dates. Family
Nights have been spread to
three nights of the week with
a different opponent sched-
uled for each of the seven
events.

‘On Ladies/Retirees Day,
women, girls, boys 14 or un-
der and senior citizens are
admitted for 5& cents each
with sales limit the first
10.000. Seating is in the Up-
per Deck, which can be
reached by an elevator nr
ramps.

On Family Night, Dad
pays $3 and the rest of the
family 50 cents each, with
seating in designated sec-
tions of the Upper Deck and
sales limited to melr capac-
ity.

Lower Huron
Offers Frills
For Skaters

Lower Huron Metropolitan
Park near Belleville has its
entrance on. Hannan Road
just ¥ mile south of the Wil-
f low Run Expressway (I-94)

via Haggerty Road Inter-
change between Detroit Met-
roﬁoh!an Airport and Belle-
il

Three natural rink surfaces
are provided at inter-con-
nected ponds, located in a
ravine where skating is per-
mitted until 11 p.m. daily.

GREEN SWORDS .

CHINESE NEONS .
SUNSET PLATY .

10GAL $ 7.95
15 GAL. - $12.95

20 GAL. - $16.95
29 GAL. - $24.95

| Join the One. .. Lead t'"he_.waly
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Detroit Automobile Inter-Iasurance Euhinq!
Motor Land Insi
Graup Insurance Company of Michigan

 Michigan
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observing sports

e

.althn{xgh there’s an old

. So, it’s a new year. .
matter all of us still must tackle-meaning income
tax--before we officially can brush aside 1970.

But now that we’re aimost a week.into 1971,
there are some interesting sports doings m whlch
we can look forward. :

.

LIKE --

Michigan's first ? school baseball tourna-
ment. It's likg#a dreany’ come true for the veteran
baseball coaches on the prep scene."

They have beg talking aboyt a state meet
for years. They haVe proved through a series of
fhvitationals that it's possible to stage tournament
baseball in Michigan.

Now one must hope that the weatherman

L doesn't mess up the whole business. Timé will be *

short in the late spring and if, for example, we
should be hit by a week or two™of rain, well,
there'd go the entire tournament.

But it's something that is bound to make prep.
baseball *big league” in Michigan. .

Wonder how the Catholic Eeague’schools will
enjoy going back to four balls and three strikes
after three years of playing two strlkes you're
out, three balls you walk"

LIKE - !

The changing of the format for the state prep
basketball finals.

" For as many years as one can remember the
semifinals and the finals hate been played back-
to-back at Michigan State University's Jenison
Field House.

The semis staged on Friday and the finals on
Saturday made for the biggest weekend of the
year for the schoolmen. They looked forward to
the “trip” to East _Lansing-Lansing as much as
many prepare for a winter sojourn in Florida ora
summer hike to Europe. i

But it won’t be like that any more. o

Now the state tourney will be spread over a
fourth week. District and regional weeks remain
unchanged. But the quarterfinals and the semifi-
-nals will be played one week all over the state and
then on the Saturday of the.next week all finals
will be held at University of Michigan this year,
at Michigan State next...and then they'll alter-
nate.

So what happens to the big weekend?

Some say it's a shame. Others claim, the
preps must, adjust to the-times. *

We shall see what we shall see.

x xx

'LIKE - -

The flqunshmg of 1ce hockey at many‘

schools.

Here in Observerland,

he four Livonia senipr

highs have varsity teams fof the first time.

10 GAL. STARTER SET UP
10 GAL. TANK, PUMP, FILTER, HEATER,
$l 395

WATERLAND RQURRIONS

GLASS WOOL, CHARCOAL AND
TUBING .
1257373

(O0s B ocl( w.,( of tnkster Rd.}

It's expected that within a year or two more
.schools and more communities will have their
own indoor'rinks for ice hockey.

‘There’ s every poss1blllty that hockey could =

become the fastesl growmg prep sport’in Michi-
gan.
. o
IKE -

How will the Tigers react under new manager
Billy-Martin and without Depny McLain?

What's in store for coach Ned Harkness and
the Wings?
y  Can the-Pistons keep rallln.g on? What gbout

the Lions - will '71 be THEIR year to qualify fur
.- the Super Bowl? - .

What's going to happen at Michigan Slate
.is the end in sight for Biggie Munn and Duffy
Daugherty"
. % ox, N
LIKE - . S
Booming new sports activities.
.snowmobiling for one. It's become dangerous and
stgps may have to be taken to curb where ofne
' may use this new “‘monster” of the winter.
The spreading of sports for the gals in our
high schools. ‘This is something on the plus.side
and hopefully the day may come. when theré are

more regional and state tournaments for 1he

fairer sex.
Right now, the State Association has a ski
tournament for the gals, but nothing else.
I PR )

LI

The extending of the running and harness rac-
ing seasons in Michigan.

The sessions will run longer than ever. Tﬁe
trotters begin shortly at Northville Downs and the
runners riglit after that at DRC. They’ll be racing
until almost Christmas.

Too long a season? One might-think so -

cept for the fact it's rather apparent people waht’

to attend the races and wager. And, as long as
that's the way it is. . .the publlc should be - ne-
warded

- s s . 51

' LIKE -~ ’

Expanding events on televnsmn More and‘

more local stations and networks realize that

sports is one of the best ways to get good ratings.
Actually, they are relatively inexpensive.to,

kproduce and the audxence interest is high,

The sports fan never seems to get enough on '

the tube. . .or, for that matter, anyplace. Besides
watching from his home, he’s eager to go where
the live action is, too.

You'll note. that attendance for most the D&

troit area teams is at an all‘time: hxgh TV

notwith




