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Superintendent ‘Reviews 1970 School Year

By RODERICK J. SMITH
* . Superintendent
Farmington Schools

Farmington Setfool District
continues to, face the dual
problem and challengé of
serving Farmington's stu-
dents with™an effective edu-
cational program.

It is a problem because
individual citizens of the
Community tend to have a
more divergent viewpoint on
what is needed and what is
acceptable. This varies from
both extremes of liberal and
conservative positions.

It is a challenge because
the professional staff mem-
bers are dedicated to the task
of providing opportunities for

problems under the organiza-
stion known as the Family
Lifes Education Advisory
Committee. The Sleermg

Commitige has focused its
attention on three main prob- ,
lem areas ~ minority under-
standing, substance abuse
and human sexuality.

After involving many indi-
viduals, making up a cross
section of “the community,
with focus on the .specific
problems, reports with rec:
oemmendations. were pre-
sented to the Board of Educa-
tion. The board accepted the
concepts as presented and
turned the reports over to
the school administration to
develop specific guidelines
and materials for proposed

persunal skllls and prepara-
tion for the future.

THE GLANCE at the past
must take into consideration
the early months of 1970
which encompasses the last
half of the 1963-70 year as
well as the beginning months
of the 1970-71 schoot year.

The spring months were
highlighted by the activities
of the citizens of the com-
munity who were devoting
many hours to the study of

~community school related
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(Dr. Roderick J. Smith, superintendent of

sch‘:ols in Farmington, examines the progress

made in 1970 in the Farmington School District
and foresees what is in store for 1971.) *

.
The Board of Education
will review each proposal
before final. authorization is
given for implementation.

PARALLEL TO the subst-
ance abuse study has been
another community-school
related activity known as
FAAC (Farmington - Area
Advisory Council) dealing
directly with the drug prob-
lem.

Although some personnel
are active in both organiza-
tions. the programs are dis-
tinct|

mington Players will present the U.S. premier of
the drama “\(alzlav"_on' Thursday, Jan. 7. The.
play. performed only once in Stratford, Ontario.
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different. The FAAC

has been widely.known as a
result of its “Rap Line tele-
phone assistance program.

Behind the scenes ‘are a
large number of individuals
helping in personal counseling
and follow-up. Schoot person-
nel have given assistance
and the School District has
provided a headquarters off-
ice.

LONG RANGE plans to
proyide adequately for the

enrollments of the future

must be continually up-dated
and implemented.

.
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will also be given on Jan. 9,

On the average it takes
three to five years to change
ideas into a school building
ready to be used by students.
Attention had ‘been given to
the problem of high cost of
construction for school build-
ngs.

Wllh this in’ mmd, the
Board of Education commis-
sioned two architectural
firms to; study- methods of
construction which could be
applied to additions at three
elementary schools. Various
modifications have been
studied and contracts\ have
‘been awarded for two of the
projects with the third to fol-
low in 1971

Planning continues™for the
fifth junior high scheol to be
cnnslrucled near the in-

15, 16. In this

scene, Jeff Osterhage (right) in the role of Vat-
2lav tiies to pull the chalr out from under Drew

Fezzey who is snoozmg

{Evert photo) £

Dems Will Hear GOP Stader Talk

FARMINGTON
A Republican township off-
iceholder'wili be the featured
speaker at the monthly theet-
ing of the Farmlngmn Demo-
cratic Club scheduled for| 8
p-m.. Jan. 7 in the commun-
ity room of First Farmingtbn
Saving Bank. Orchard Lake
Rd. near Grand River.  *
David. Stader. nE\\l»
elected member of the 'Far-
mington Township Board of
Trustees and planning com-
missioner. will be lhe
speaker. .
. Farmington Democrauc

Club Chairman Mrs. William
B. Smith said that Stader was
invited to talk about the
township master zoning plan
and other proposed develop-
ments in ithe Farmington
community

This isn't the first time
that the Dernocratic Club has
invited Republicans to partic-
ipate in: its meetings.
Farmington Townshjp Super-
visor Earl! Teeples wWas the
speaker at the November

“meeting shortly after his el-

ection to office.
“We arewan open organiza-

tion interested in the better-
ment of the Farmington
community,” Mrs. Smith
said. She invited all persons
interested in zoning and
township progress to attend
the meeting.

Spend More

Federal spending for other
than defense programs is
increasing at an annual rate
of §22.9 billion, while defense
spending for the last three
vears has fallen at an annual
rate of $2.1 billion.
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tersection of 14 Mile andj
Northwestern Highway.
Economic conditions have
changed in the community so
that the straight line increase
in population and school en-
&rollment haseeveled off con-
sidérably. This ing stud-
ied carerully 50 that buildings
are “ready  whed they .are
needed, but are constructed
only when needed.

SEPTEMBER 1970 her-
alded the opening of two new
sehools, each bringing new
concepts of educational pro-
grams into the community,

Wood Creek Elementary -

School provides unusual op-
portunity for various modifi-
cations of student grouping

the extension of contract
negotiations into late Novem-
ber, and the State Supreme
Court ruling regarding free
textbooks and supplies which

and team teaching. The build-
ing is beautiful but exception-
ally efficient in its construc-
tion,

Harrison High School, al-

though not fully completed was not clarified until Au-
until _early 1971, was first gust.

*occupied in September 1970~ The cost of the latter was
with an enrollment of 1.100 approximately - $250,000.
ninth, 10th, and 11th @rade Obviously, it is difficult to
students.

provide for expenditures of
this magoitude in a budget
which has already been re-
stricted to minimum levels.
The total result has beena .

restriction in a number of
programs and activities.
Every possible effort has
been put farth to maintain a
.strong basic educational pro-
£ray

The construction compli-
ments a changing program
and allows flexibility in both
physical layout of classrooms
-and the development of fu-
ture instructional programs.

THE PREPARATION of
the 1970-7) operalional budget
was made more difficult by

increased costs of operalion. Continued on Page 5C
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