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Observerland, Jan. 6 :-
“How on earth,” people ask.

“can you write a weekly col- ,

umn on life here in the sub-
urbs, miking wit with wisdqm.
point with profundity?”

As we face the first week in
this new yéar of 1971, I can
now reveal that the answer is,
*‘With perserverance.”

You start writing sentences .

which don't sebm to be going
anywhere, Then you throw
them away and start over, and
before long you have a.column
which

OBSERVERLAND JAN. 6
-- There can be little doubt that
the central crisis confronting
suburban communities in this
. area during this new year will
be’ finances. With inflation
steadily eating away at a lim-
ited tax base and taxpayer
revolts springing up like
Observerland, Jan. 6 --
" Those who try to claim that
the central crisis ,confronting .
suburban communities in this
area during the coming new
year will be finances -are
clearly wrong. The evidence is
plain that drug abuse, espe-
cially in our schools, is at the
heart
Observerland, Jan. S -
Those who claim that financial

OBSERVATION POINT

What Is Perfectly
Clear Is’ That

ing the new year would be well
advised to look at the situation
in Farmington Township,
where

OBSERVERLAND, JAN. 6
- In.a small, dusty room. little
known to any but the ost. as-
tute observers- of the scene,

. sits a smart, .canny, finance-

wise financial advisor to a
suburban .community" in this
area. Asked aboutvthe coming
financial crisis in the coming
year, he furrowed hi# brow and

~ Observerland, Jan. 6 -- The
debate about the coming finan-
cial crisis! in the suburbs is
absurd. What is as clear as

Observerland, Jan. 6 - How
will, the little guy. the average
taxpayer, fare dyring the com:
ing suburban financial crisis?
That is the wreal question as
experts settle down to
T Sk

OBSERVERLAND, JAN. 6
- “I'm fed up with suburban
financial crises,” said my bar-
ber, speaking for the great
vocal majority oW the Ameri-
can people. “Let's’ talk about
football.™

There is no doubt what-
soever thal more football is
just what is needed. especially
here in the suburbs. where

crisis will'swamp suburban # Observerland, Jan. 6 --

communities in this area dur-

After a weekend filled with

football games on TV, none in-
cluding the Detroit Lions, it is °
clear that most folks in the
suburbs have had their fill of
the great American game.

Housewives, especially, are
anxious to get their hushands
back to serious consideratior of
the financial crisis whic

Observerland, Jan: 6 --
“Look here,” said-my wise old
barber. *‘all those so-called
experts about financial criges
couldn’t be sillier. Now if they
would listen to the tax plan me
and my buddy worked out a
couple months ago when we.
were deer hunting.

“You start by
e

OBSERVERLAND, JAN. 6

-- One thing is clear as the new
year brmgs the expected-finan-
cial crisis to
. Observerland, Jan. 6 -- Will
the ‘homeowner have to pay
yet more taxes to get us all out
of the financial

Observerland, Jan. 6 -- Joe
Schmidt and the Detrojt Lions

. were hardly uppermostin the
minds of suburbanites as the.

year closed and 1971 ushered in

the worst financial
Observerland, Jan. 6 --

Regardless of whether a finan-

_ cial crisis will swamp the sub-

urbs, there was little hope ex-
pressed for finding a new cure

for cancer as 1970 ended.and
Observerland, Jan. 6 The.
notion that a .

Observerland. Jan.

A REAL' WHO DUNNIT

R.T. Thompson writeé'

WherezDoes One Pay Redford Taxes?

Is the Redford Tow! nship
‘treasurer's office in the Town-
ship Hall on Beech Daly Road.
one block south'of Five Mile
Road? Or is it located in one bf

“the banking institutions located

in the townghip which handle
township funds?

These have to be the ques-
tions on the lips of many resi-"
dents following last week's fi-

' \
m Richard writes v

Taxes \Sk‘yrocketed.'.‘ABllzt Why ?

Like most Observerland
residents, this writer got hit by
an increase when the sproperty
tax bills came out in Deﬁember
- in this case, a llttle ‘better
than $60.

Why?' Was anyone raising
the rate? Hadn't all those
school issues gone down to de-
feat? Was it the city? the

county? the community col-;

lege? the assessment? the
equalization factor?

The tax bill wasn't much
help. It listed all the various
units of government who had
their fingers in my pocket, but
it- failed to tell why the total
bill was $60-plus HIGHER than
a year ago.
. P x - =

AHA,"HERE’S a little four-
page pamphiet called ‘‘Tax
Facts.” Maybe it will tell.

.

‘*Please read this pamphlet -

carefully. It contains the an-
swers to questions most -fre-
quently asked concerning your
tax bill,” said the opening line.

Good idea. If you're going
to get socked for taxes. they
ought to at least tell you why.
Let’s see if we can find why
qur taxes went UP.

Well, the first paragraph is

about the duties of the city,

treasurer and contains a dis-
claimer: “The city treasurer
has fi\giithority to reduce the
amiountlof your tax bill.”

I already k.new that. What I
want to -know'now is why I'm
palmg MORE this year. Let's
try'the second paragraph. i

**Tax collection procedure,”

it says, and at this point the
city treasurer of Livonia, Carl
J. WagenSchutz, says you have
to make the check payable to,
him. He prints his name in cap-
ital letters, but he doesn't say
why the taxes went UP. Let's
try page two.

[N =
PAGE TWO IS called *'dis-
tribution of taxes It tells
what rates] we're paying for
county operating. county
drain, school opératyng, special

education, ‘community college
and the city, along with the
total. There follows a break-
down on the city-rate (but no
bréakdown on the dther units.)
Very 'interesting, Mr. Wag-
enschutz, but wliy did the taxes
go UP this year?
‘‘Attention -
tant read caref
h\admg at the bottom of
page two. Here we are ‘told
that the tax roll and bills were
prepared by electronic data
processing equipment. Trea-
surer Wagenschutz gets
his name in for the|third time.
But we still dan’t find out
why the taxes went UP. Let's
try page three.
Page three is a chart with
the allocations of the property
tax dollar. “The government of
the City of Livonia receives,
and is: responslble‘for. only 17
per cent of your total tax dol-
lar,” it says here. .
A clever trick is used here.
The school, college and county
taxes are shown 'in grey, but

ery lmpor-
ully,” says

(Edltonal & Oplmon
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the city portion is showp in
white. The old *'white hat”
theory, slightly mo‘dified.

BUT WHY DID 'the taxes go
{UP? City Treasurer Carl J.
Wagenschutz never answers.
Let's try page foyr!

On page four|is_ the city
budget. Funny, the city is re-
sponsible for only 17 per cent
of every property tax dollar,
but the pa'mphlel has g¢ne-third
of its space filled with
cal information and nothing but
a total rate for the other units.

And once .again. we never
get an answer to the question:
Why did taxes go UP? 4
. Like most city and town-
ship treasurers probably, Carl
J. Wagenschutz, city treasurer
of Livonia. has missed an ex-
cellent chance to communicate
directly with the takpaying
public. The man charged by
state law with collegting all
local property taxes nevér, in
four pages, gets around to say-
ing why taxes went UP,

_ first, pick

city fis-

asco over, the issuance of the
1970 tax bills.

True enough. the tax bills
didn’t arrive at the treasurer’s
office. in the Township.Hall,
until sonfetime Tuesday --
just two days before the dead-
line for payment to have the
taxes reflect on the income tax
report for|1970.

" True enough that Treasurer
Edward Kennedy doubled his
staff to get the bills sorted out
for easier;distribution to those
who Jammed the offices
Wednesday and Thursday to,
up the tax state-
ments, ahd secand, to pay

them.
P

. WE HAVE TO accuse 1he :

treasurer office of usu;lg poor

in telling k

ers that they could pick up ghe_

statement$ merely by getting
in line and1 waiting their turn.

- A phone call earlier in, the
week brodght the information
that one could pick up the tax
bill personally — ‘thére wasn't
any quallﬁcations just drop
by and you could get your bill.

{ There Wwasn’t anything sald
about zhe’ provision that you

also had to have the paid tax .

bill from 1969.

So,-pramptly at 9 a.m..we *

got in line just like many oth~

ers on Wednesday: morning; --

in fact there were about 20

ahead of:us. We gradually

moved up|until we finally ar-

rived at the window where the
H e

|
.

Most of|Observerland knows
today the plight of Army Pfe.
Don Dixon and his wife, Kathy.
and grieves with them in the

of their 20-month old son,
Timmy, who djed of cancer.

And redders of this ne\gspa—
per no doubt realize the enor-
mous straln placed upon. the
Westland mother of two and
her Viefnam-based hushand. |

 thorities.

clerk asked for last year's tax
bill.

“Can't give yuu the new '

statément unless we have the
one for last year,” she said.
-"We just don’t have time to

“look through the list by name,’
we must have the subdivision -

number, lot number and...” By
this time we stormed ouf of the
building angd drove back home
to get the year old bill.

* * *

THEN BACK to the Town-
ship Hall, back in line again,
only there were about 35 ahead
this time. Then gradually mov-
ing- to the window where the
clerk quickly produced the tax
statement dfter checking the
previous recexpt

l;

We reached into our pocket
and quickly produced enough
cash to pay the bill. ;

Sorry, ‘we re not taking
payments here, you'll have to
go o one of the banks,” came
fm behind ‘the window. -

All of w‘hlch brings up the.
point: What|is the treasurer’s
office for if not to take pay-
ment of t,axes .The sign over

the wmdow‘reads “‘Cashier --

Taxes.’ The sign over the de-
partment door says ‘‘Treasur-
er's Office.” After standing in
line for the better part of two
hours, with money in hand just
like so many others, why

B Bob McClellan writes .

Army Just Didn’t Cafe

discouraging element comes
into play.

Kathy receives, a monthly
allotment of $145 4rom the

- Army. As anyone rearing two

children knows, this sum can-
not do the job in'today's spiral-
ing economy.

Thus, Kathy was forced to
take -her case to welfare au-
’l‘hey have - helped.

Good. All § are that

Besides facmg the
prospect that their oldest son
must die, the couple also had Lo
cope with |the fact that their.
youngest child, six- Emonth- old.
Jamie, was suffering from
bronchial pneumonia. Doctors,
fortunately, expect the husky
baby to recover.

* * =

THIS, IT SEEMS, would be
ordeal énough for these young

people. But for them, another .

the welfare 1 money has reached
the right hands and will be well
spent, .

But the sober mind cannot
help but ask these questions:

“Why was the wife of a sol-
dier in Vietnam -- a mother of
two sick children ~ forced to
resort to welfare officials in
the first place? Why didn't the
military step in and help this

4
. X

didn't the treasurer s offme
function as it should?

o« *

urer Kennedy was put in' a bind
by the county when it didn't
get the tax bills to him until
two days befope the deadline,
but is that any reason why
adjustments, couldn't be rqade
so that those with checks and
cash. could have their bill
stamped paid? *

In our book, the township
treasurer did not take care of
the store as hey should have.
It's bad enough that taxpayers
have to stand in line for a cou-
ple hours to receive their
“bills...but then to be deried the

privilege of making paynvent, ~

being told to go to sofne other
place!!!!

We saw homeowners, well
into the 70-year-old bracket,
standing in line and thed pract-
ically wilting when informed:
“Sorry, you'can’t pay here.”

It is absolitely ridiculous
that such incidents take place-,
in this day and age. The Town-
ship Board has no qualms in
budgeting the’ money to the
final penny. Why doesn't it
make sure that every taxpayer
is able to pay his tax bill at the_
treasurer's office instead of
racing around the- townshxp for
a bank?

distressed mother long before
he was driven to seek outside
ﬁelief',’” \

Certainly the answer cannot
be that the U.S. Army lacks
the wherewithal to give finan-
cial aid in an obviously grim
situation. Certainly the answer
cannot be that the U.S. Army
lacked knowledge of the young
couple’s plight.

It seems the only logical
conclusion is that the militagy
really doesn't care about its
responsibilities -when they af-
fect. an obscure U.S. Army
private in Vietnam.

And if this is the case, there
should be no regson for the na-
tion’s adults to shake their
heads in amazement when a
youth shoots himself in the foot
or slips atross the border into
Canada to escape the draft.

WE REALIZE that Treas- /

»”
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