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County

By Janico Brunson
stalf writer
| The Oakland County Board of
‘Commissioners’ finally has taken a
iatep toward relleving so-called dou-
Mu dipplng taxation of courts.
Commissioners approved a resolu-
‘tion May 25 calling for the county to

The resolution is aimed ntcorrecl-
Ing double taxation in communitics
that support the court but recelve no
service from it, according to com-
missioner Michacl MeCulloch, R-
Royat Oak, who authored the resolu-
tlon,

Those communities include Blr~

‘keep more of the moncy
.fines {rom the 52nd District Coun.
“That distriet court has four divislons
Aocated [n Troy, Rochester, Walled
I.nko and Clarkston.

Hllls, Bloom-
fleld Townshlp and West Bloomfield,
which bave consistently made a fuss
about thelr resldents’ county taxes
belng used to pay for a district court,

Bolt of lightning
strikes chimney

By Bob Skiar
stalf writer

Farmington Hils resldent Jim
.DcYnung was spreading dirt in his
+front yard Friday afterncon when he
‘and his daugbter, Jamle, heard a
' h:mg as a lightning bolt swooped Into
. the chimney of a nearby house.
+ “I looked over, saw a huge long
+bolt come down, then saw bricks and
.shingles flying everyplace," sald
iDeYoung, who llves on the 23900
+block of Scott Drive in Foxmoor sub-
1 divislon, near 10 Mile and Inkster,
+ He grabbed next-door ncighbor
Lunce ‘Washbure, who bad just ar-
irived home, and they ran across the
istreet to assess the damage. They

. 152w the roof smoldering but found

ino one home so they called the fire

department.

Bricks from the top of the chim-
ney and some adjacent shingles “ex-
ploded,” spraying the roof and grass
wlith debris, DeYoung said.

THE CHIMNEY necds repair and
the roof was splintered, but the two-
story house sustained no mn]or

the 52nd, which pmvldu them no
services,

These cammunluu have an inde-
pendent district court, the 48th, lo-
cated in Bloomtleld Townshlp.

BIRMINGHAM CITY commis-
sloner Eleanor Slewert Inter de-
scribed the county's action as ‘“‘a
short-term solution to a long term
problem.”

“We appreciate their support and
clfort to finance the 52nd on thelr
own. However, I do not conslder this
a long-term solution because It
doesn't deal with the princlple. It
doesn't relleve our residents from
the responsibility of (lnancing both
the 48th and 520d district courts.”

ecent reports on the

cver, the court faces a projected
$874,713 budget deilcit. The resolu-
tlon asks that Oakland County be al-
towed to retaln 90 percent of the in-
come.

“I'm elated," McCulloch sald of
the vote, his first major eifort slnce
winnlng clection to the

trict courts was cstablished in 1988,
A class actlon suit has been filed
against the state to try and change
the system.

IN AN EFFORT to head off pas-
sage of the resolution, commissloner
Marityon Gcsllnx. R-Rochester Hllls,

d calllng

1nst November.

"“Now,” be added, “the real work
begins,"” McCulloch said he must flnd
a “sympathetic” sponsor fo Intro-
duce state legislation and then build
bipartisan support for a mew law
that ups the percentage of money the
county can retain from court in-
come.

Commlslnner Lawrence Pernick,

casclund of the 52nd court, she sald,
“concern me because 1 think there
are long-term cost Implications.”

Communlties in the 48th District
Court have called on the county and
state to flnd a solution Lo the double
taxatlon. One suggestlon has been
that the county offer a tax rebate to
those taxed twice.

CURRENTLY, THE county re-
talns two-thirds of all revenue gen-
eraled by the 52nd. This year, how-

of the reso-
lnuan called the vote and its debate
“the mosl exciting thing the commls-
silon has had before it in a long, long
time."

As adopted, by a 14 to 11 vote, the
resolution “urges Lhe atate of Mickl-
gan to amend to In-

for nddluonal monles to be phased in
over a four-year perlod.

In an effort to give even moare
funds back to the county, commis-
slon vicechalr Nancy McConnell, R-
Bloomfield HIlls, introduced an
amendment asking that surplus
funds generated by the court also be
included in calculatlons.

Both resolutions were narrowly

defeated,

Also defeated was a request by
commlssioner G. William Caddell,
R-Walled Lake, that the resolution
be referred back to the finance com-
mittec. Commisslener Richard Skar-
ritt, R-Highland, joined In opposing
the

crease the percentage of ordinance
fines retalned by Oakland County, as
control unit for $2nd District Court,
to not Iess than 90 pereent.”

The county system of fundling dis-

“THIS 1S taking money out of the
district 1 represent. It's self serving
and 1 opposc it,” Skarritt sald.

The most vocal opponent was

oves to ease double-dip levies

first-term cammisloner John Pap-
pageorge, R-Troy.

“The trouble with the 90/10 pro-
posal Is that it ls a polnt solutlon to a
moving problem. Whatever percent
you put in there, you will have Ineq.
tlties on one side or the other, The
real problem i3 a lack of) funding by
the state. This will defer getting to
the real issue,” Pappageorge sald to
commissioners and in a letter print. -
od in an grea newspaper.

Commissioners Jokn Olsen, R.
Berkley, Donald Jensen, R-Blrming.
ham, and Donn Wolf, R-Farmington
Hlls, and Pernick co-sponsored the
resolution with McCulloch, who ac-
knowledges It is not the ldeal solu-
tion.

“The best thing would be state-
wide funding of all courts, with unj.
form pay scales for all cowrt em-
ployees. The problem ls, the state
has never Indicated what it's going
to do. This, at least, recognizes the
inequity In Qakland County.”

In a conciltatory gesture following
the vote, Pernlek told commission.
ers the issue has been before them
for years.

sl.rumural damage. “I
worse,” sald homeowner Mike Gal-
bralth, who arrived home about an
hour after the 4:25 p.m. elcctrieal
storm.

DeYoung sald he'd “never seen
nnymng quite like the explosion.”

*“1 was kind of scared,” said his
daughter, Jamle. “I heard a big
boom and, at first, didn’t know what
had hnppcncd

Farmington Hils {lrelighters
found no fire and no charring, Chief
Rlehard Marinucci sald.

Pro-lifers picket in Hills

+* About 10 pro-Hfe supporters plek-

icted peacefully outslde a Farming-

+ton Hills abortion clinlc Saturday,

+ police sald.

. After marching for two hours on

ithe sidewalk outslde the Women's
+ Center, located in a medical com-

‘plex at 23700 Orchard Lake Road,
, the Operatlon Rescue supporiers lett

‘at 9a.m.

+  Twelve Farmington Hills officers
. 5tood by, but there were no confron-
: tatlons and no arrests, “It was very

s orderly,” Lt. Jack Brown said.

. Women's Center escorts — a man

;and two women — accompanicd -

tour or five abartlon patlents inside

‘Raccoons
returning
to wild

Continued from Pago 1

Storles about Charlie and Linus in
the Observer recently have brought
a lot of public interest in Cornell's
care for orphancd animals. She has
received a call from an Ann Arbor
woman, 2 former San Diego Zoo em-
ployee, who became aware of Cor-
nell's work.

Carnell is sharing her orphans and
the knowledge she's learnlpg while
ralsing tbem. Charlie and Linus re-
cently visited students in Forest and
Eagle elementary schools. “The kids
thought that because they are 50 cute
and cuddly why can't I keep them. I
told thcm, “They are borm to be
free.'”

Even at this polnt In thelr young
Hves, the raccoons could survive in
the wild if they had to, “Once they
get out into nature, it’s amaxing how
fast they can adapt,” Cornell sald.

BUT CHARLIE and Linus scem to
be having too much of a good time
right now {o be separated from the
Cornells and their other anlmals and
pets. That's especially true of one of
Comell's two dogs, Bristol. The dog
serves as sort of a nanny to the rac-
coons,
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{rom the parking lot, but the pick-
cters “never sald a word,” Brown
said.

Operatlon Rescue supporters tar-
geted 16 Detroit-area clinles Friday
and Saturday, Peaceful protests
were planned because of the court
and jail time involved for those ar-
rested.

Pm—llfus picketed the Women's
Center twice before — on April 29,
as part of a Nationa! Operation Res-
cuc Day, and on Good Friday. No ar-
rests were reported elther time. On
April 29, 175 pro-choleers counter-
plcketed 425 pro-Mfers.
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on the agenda

Below are Srom

agendas of government meetings
this week, Al meetings, unless
otherwise noted, arc open to the
public.

Farmington Board of Education
Schulman Admloistrative Center

P 1889-90 budget follow-
lng the public hearing. The councll
also will conslder renewlng a re-
tatner agreement with city attorneys
Larson, Harms, Wright & Blbeau.

Also to be considered is the trans.
fer of stock Interest in a 1889 Class C
licensed corporation with dance-en-

32500
6:45 p.m., Monday, June 12
During this special meeting, the
school board Is expected to conslder
golng iInto closed scsslon to discuss
contract negotlations,
Farmington Hills Clty Counell
Council Chambers
31555'11 Mile
7:30 p.m. Monday, June 12
‘Two public hearings are sched.
uled:

& A show causc hearing for dem-
olltion of a dangerous building,
27907 Greenlng.

® A hearing on the proposed city
general fund, communlty develop-
ment block grant funds, road funds,
capital and other budgets.

The councll (s expected to adopt

Dental or Medical Assistant in 6 months!

Our besutiful nationally sccredited facility, located in the new Laruel Park
atea of Livonia, is offeting moming, afiernoon and evening classes (Mon.

Thurs. for 415 hours

s day). Register soon! Classes for July and August ate

filling up quickly. Financial sid available o ll who qualiff. Place assistance.
CALL FOR TOUR AND FREE CAREER CONBULTATION

(313) 462-1260
CAREER TRAINING INSTITUTE Liwnict by

17187 N. Loure! Park Drlve
(1-275 at B.M\Io)

Sulte 343
Livonla, Ml 48152

The Stule o/ Mithigan
Depr. of Edusrien

Enclosures

MON.-FRI. 8-5
BAT.8-NOON

AVAILABLE

538-8288

Patio DeorSa!e

Since 1963
Lic. #21004

‘Inc.
Factory/Showroom
25481 W, Seven Mile Rd., Redford Twp., Ml 48240

538-6212
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Brass bolls and noulical gifs 1o At
o of dosk cccossoties,
ship modols,
books & moiltme o, just jo

Coptaln's clocks ond batomolor
In nautical and traditional sios
slatting ot $80 0¢
<

Seawotthyswoatorsin varsalilo, all-
toason cofton fiom $37.95.

Foros) Placo = Phymoulh — 455.0404
Trappois Alloy = Dotroll — 9611881

Father's Day
June 18th

>

permit, from Steak and
Alv of Michigan, Iuc 27590 Orchard
Lake Road, to nodmnn N. Myers,
trustee.

‘The consent agenda Inctudes:

© Award of purchase bids for a
Jacobsen mower, plenic table
frames and blke racks for the spe-
cial services department,

® Approval of a speclal event li-
cense for the Blrmingham Temple's
second gala evenlng at the movies at
the 01d Orchard Theatre, 28123 Ore-
hard Lake Road, 4:30-5:30 p.m,, Sun-
day, June 25,

® Approval of a speclal event li-
cense for the Farmington-Farming-
tan Hllls Chamber of Cammerce to
have activities assoclated with the
25th annual Founders Festival July
8-16.
® Approval of a payback fer the

Whittington sanitary scwer.

® Award of hid for asphalt pav-
Ing at the public works department
to be developed as a refuse reey-

cling/dropoff center.

® Approval of a closed sesslon to
discuss land acquisition and pending
litlgation.

£ -

Kitchen Chamistry
Leather Workshop
Itsy Bitsy Sclence
Computer Sampler
Ma and My Body

\'\

ADSRA

ATTENTION KIDS!

Summer Classes
begin June 20th

DISCOVERY DAYS ACADEMIC SUMMER SCHOOL

New Morning School

Call for Brochure — 420-3331
14501 Haggerty Rd.» Plymouth
(1 BIk.North of Schoolcrall)
New Morning School wishes to thank the
Adistra Corparation of Plymouth. Michigan,
for sponsoring these classes.

Ages 3-14

Academic Enrichment
Self Esteem
Organizational Skills

ath Fun

Story Writing

Johnston & Murphy
Fali/Winter Cotltection

Friday, June 16, 1-8 p.m.
Saturday, June 17, 11-% p.m
Men's Shop, Livonla

Jé&M representative
James Cole will be here
to show you a handsome
collection of men's soft
leather shoes with
superb quality built

right in, Step by step,
by hand, by devoted
craftsmen, Take time to
see them ail...those
from our sclection, and
others from his collection
to be special ordered

in your correct size.

Jacobsons

¢,

We welcome Jacodson’s Charge, MasterCard? VISA® and Amarican Express®
Shop until 9 p.t. on Thuraday and Priday. Untll @ pm. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.




