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Fabulous fakes

S

You may lack the buying power to dress in mink and dazzle your friends
In dlamonds, but for a few dollars less you can dress like you've found
success with fabulous fakes, Yep, cuble zirconia may be n girl's best
{riend in the 1980s. And fake furs may be one way to avold confronta-
tlons with animal rights actlvists. Find out more about those and other
fabulous fakes on Page 6D.
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By Larry O'Connor
stalf wrlter

How do you know you are not
in the multinational world of
Grand Prix racing? The Janguage
spoken might be the first clue.

Al the Grand Prix, one can
hear French, Spanish and Itallan
spoken floently. At Flat Rock
Speedway, the tonguc of the stock
car racing buff can be a little
right of English at times.

Qr, for example, as one pairen
of the sport artieulated upon his
encounter with an attendant who
was checklng proper credentlals
for admisslon to the plt area,
“I'm golng to knock that son of a
bitch on his ass one of these
days.”

Such cloquent statements can
only sum up what Is the nltty-grit-
ty world of country stock car rac-
ing where dust swirls after every
lap and race cars backfire with
the frequency to make you think
you're in the Battle of 1812,

A Saturday night at Flat Rock
Speedway Is 1lke none other, Peo-
ple drive {rom all over the tri-
county arca in everything from
pickup trucks to recreatlonal ve-
hlcles to savor the thrilts and
spllls of stock car racing at the
rural track.

Some other indications that
you're at Flat Rock, not Monaco:

® While Indy cars are bill
boards for STP, Valvoline and
Ford Motor Co., drivers at Flat
Rock Speedway arc sponsored by
Bill's Pizza & Subs and the
Hanger Lounge.

® While drivers feast on
stuffed shrimp washed down with
champagne at pre-Grand Prix
partles, the guy at Flat Rock stirs
a vat of homemade chili next to
his car.

® WHILE CELEBS like Paul
Newman and Mlck Jagger can be
found at Grand Prix events, peo-
ple Jike former Tiger pitcher Milt
‘Wllcox make appearances at Flat
Rock Speedway.

Needless to say, things are lit-
tle more “down home” at the
Michigan race track. For many, a
Saturday night at Flat Rock
Speedway has become a way of
life.

Don't let the T-shirts scare you. This pit crew is anything but “Bad Boys" when it comes to

FLAT

‘ like the competition.
Something about having
all.that power underneath
you.’
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The action isn't quite as tast-paced as at Indy, but it's just as

exciting as the cars handle the curve of Fiat Rock’s quarter-

mile track.

In the strect stock dlvislon at Flat
Rock Speedway. “My flve broth-
ers all raced at one time or anoth-
er, It's a family thing.
“1 like the compelition. Some-
thing about having all that power |
underneath you." !
The machines they drive are,
definitely thelr own, usually}
resurreeted from a junk yard and !
converted into a race car. H
First, they gut Lhe car’s interl-;
or. Then a steel cage and sheet
metal are placed inslde, Braces
are installed to support the frame !
and the englne.
Cronenwett proudly pats the
hood of his red strect stock car,
which he safd cost roughly $5,000 .
to bulld, :
"“This one here, a friend of mine -
had an old car and I bought it for |
$50," Cronenwelt sald, “and I
started from there.” *
Croneawett hops In through the }
driver's side and then a person}
hands him the steering wheel, He :
screws It In. A hulking flgure!
wipes the windshleld and then!
spllls gasollne into the ear. .
Todd Irvine Is ome of Cro-
nenwett’s plt crew, which consists
maialy of {riends and family.
Arcund the pit arca, it's not un-
common to sce wives, brothers,
and sisters wlplng windshields, -
changing tires and fetchlng tools. ;

“YOUR CREW Is voluntcer,?
Cronenwelt sald, “You can't af-{
ford anybody. You have to keep:
them fed and give them what:
they want to drink. That's all yoa
cando. . e

When Cronenwett pulls the
safely goggles over hls eyes.
“Knock ‘em dead,” sald Irvin, hit-
Ung his fist on the top of the car.

A few feet away, another guy
sips on a Pepsi and chats with
some other drivers. Joy Falr, 58,
has been knocklng them dead on
speedways since 1949, At Flat
Rock Speedway, he holds the
record for most wins in the Late -
Model Stock Car Division — a
grade up from street stocks.

His list of 10 season champlon-
ships run from 1965 until 1981
He hasn't won a scason champl-
opship since 1981, but Fair
doesn't sound like a man who's
ready to throw in the )

Saturday nights at Flat Rock
Speedway have become such a
routine, he wouldn't know what

ONE DAY AT THE MORGUE ...
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“My dad was a racer before he _
passed away.” said Steve Cro. Steve Cronenwelt elsetodo.
neawett of Westland, who races Piense turn to Page 8
The-fans come In aoll shapes and sizes on a Saturday night at the Flat Rock Spoedway.
Warp Factor Karlos Barney

Montague Inn: A gem of a B&B

Dy Mary Augusta Rodgers
spoclal writer

Q: 1 see that the Montague Inn in
Sagloaw ln now llated In the guide-
book,* “Country Inns and Back
Roads,” and am wondering what
is like to visit. Also, should we
take our toddler there, ar leave him
‘bome with a baby-sister?

A: The Montague Inn is a gem in
an unusun! setting, consldering Sa-
glnaw’s reputation as an industrial,
have-a-beer-and-go-to-the-hockey-
game town.

1t's the kind of country inn that
used to be found mainly in Europe,
offering a quiet, pleasant setting,
attractive decor, good food, good
service and attention to details.
Nothing has brighlened the US,
travel pleture as much as the re-
ceot appearanco of places like the
Montague Inn,

Business men and women are
mﬁsh\ In evidence during the week,
wl

450 you see, genllemen, by counting tho number of rings
his head, we can dotermine tho exact timo of denth.””

and country inn cn-
thuslasts taking over on the week-

ends. 1t's not surprising that peaple

think of the inn for special occa-
sfons — five honeymoon couples
once arrived on the same weekend.

Georglan manor house, built of
rose-colared brick with cream col-
ored trim and green shutters, set on
etght acres and surrounded by {lne

Guosts find the inn's library, with ita bay windows,

The Montague Inn is a stately

- MICKY JONEB
window,

seats, books and magazines within casy reach and tables for.

games irresistible.

old trees, shrubs and flowers. At
the back, a well-tended lawn slopes
down to a small lake. Gulls circle
overhead and the Lake Linton wa.
ter sparkles In the sun.

‘The house was built in 1929 by
Robert Montague, a farmer who
made a fortune from a hand-clean-
Ing formula be so0ld to the Jergens

. Mr. and Mrs. Montague and
thelr two children lived there in
fine style, with a staff of flve serv-
ants, and entertalned a great deal.

By the early 1960s, the Montague
ern was over, The house was used
for city offices, then stood empty
for years. It might have been de-
molished, if a few people hadn't
secn the possibllities in the dilapl-
dated but strong old place, bullt
with beams and hand-made
bricks and with six fireplaces.

SO THE HOUSE was bought and
restored under the direction of Nor-
man Kloney, ono of five owoers.
Kinney had previously restored the
Natlonal Houss Inn In Marshall.

Ploase turn to Pago 4




