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MOVING PICTURES

The traditional
curriculum  at
Welton Acade-
my is given
new lifc by
charismatic
English protes-
sor John Keat-
ing (Robin Wil-
liams) in
“Dead  Poets
Society.”

Masterful performances
shine in ‘Poets Society’

Socleties have always agonlzed
over proper education for the young
50 that when they do mature, they
will assume power and wealth —
and control the culture In ways
pleastng to their elders. The prinel-
ples of education adopted by any glv-
cn soclety, of course, reflect the rul-
ing establishment's view of how well
things are going.

+The tervible tragedy presently
Yeing played out in China indicates
oonflict between various elements of
the power structure and thelr diver-
gent views about how Chlnese chil-
dren should behave.

. That same lssue is at the heart of
Peter Welr's (“Witness,” “Galllpoll”
and “The Year of Living D

were the very vivid, scenle settings
which are Weltor Academy and its
d Po-

several thousand acres, {
ets Society” was fllmed In Middle-
ton, Del., at St. Andrew’s School,
founded in 1930 by Felix DuPont.)
Those images, perfect for this sto-
ry, will remaln in your mind’s eye
long after the fllm has ended. Tom
literate

Ty} latest flim “Dead Poets Soclety”
(A+, PG, 124 minutes).
+ John Keating {Robln Willlams) is
c new English Instructor at Welton
Academy as the fall 1959 semester
leglns. Wellon is the very best, Lhe
most traditional, the finest prep
school in New England, or anywhero
else In the country for that matter.
Just ask the faculty or the hea
ter, Gale Nolan (Normman Lloyd).

s
script, Maurice Jarre's fine muslcal
score and all the other motion pic-
ture crafts are comblned under Pe-
ter Weir's direction Into one of the
better films to premlere in a long
time.

Desplte some good moments, only
hardeore Trekies will rave about
“Star Trek V": The Fina} Frontier”
(C+, PG, 100 minates). Of course, all
the favorite stars are back and need

' Welton P in
discipline, achlevement and tradi-
tion, hence Keating’s injunction to
his students, “gather ye roscbuds
while ye may,” doesn't sit too well
with the which, of

no but plot number five
needs a lot of explanation,

Sybok {Laurence Lucklnbill) is a
charlsmatic, balf guru, half psychla-
{rist on Nimbus II who hljacks the
Er because he needs a star-

course, wants to replicate itself. “1f
it was good enough for our fathers

in particular, Keating Inspires
seven young men io his class, four of
whom flgure dramatically in the
forefront of this very well acted,
fincly photographed and generally
execllent movle.

Nell Perry (Robert Sean Leonard),
Todd Anderson (Ethan Hawke), Knox
Qverstreet (Josh Charles) and Char-
1le Dalten (Gale Hansen) revive and
lcad the Dead Poets Soclety, a long
defunct “club” that Keating had
been part of as a student at Welton
17 years earlier.

. The entire cast, under Peter

. \ﬁclx’s direction, performs in the fin-
cst manner imaglnable. The fact
that the seven young actors — the
four noted plus Dylan Kussman, Al-
lelon Rugglero and James Wateraton

— llved, worked and played together
during the 10-weck shoot sustains
the warmth of youthful friendship
dnd fdeallsm so aptly portrayed on
gereen, a mirvor of the personal
bonds estabtlshed during {llming.

i Robln Willlams’ portrait of a dedi-
¢ated teacher whese warm human-
ism overrides the rigldity of the sys-

m is as much, or more, any-
one has the right to expect from an
actor. The Inspiration of his person-
allty will stand as a guide and sym-
bol for many {or a long time. X
Th pet;

ship to go find ged. If Indlana Jones
can recover the Ark of the Covenant
and the Holy Grall with 2 whip and a
plstol, I suppose it's logical to find
god with a starship where no man
has gone before,

Every fllm, fantasy or otherwise,
has its own loglc and part of the fun
is playing along with someone else’s
imagination. Unfortunately, here the
imaglnation is spotty and therc are
too many continulty and plot flaws
to make “Star Trek V** work.

The major plot flaw, of course, is
how easlly Sybok “converts” antago-
nists who (hen enthuslastically joln
bls quest, It just doesn't wash, but
someone obviously washed his
headgear so that the f1lm opens with
Sybok wearing a clean, fresh head-
piece after a long, dry, dusty horse-
back ride.

The film's two best moments has
those three g chums, Captaln
Kirk (Wiltam Shatner), Mr. Spock
{Leonard Nimoy) and Dr. McCoy
(DeForest Kelly), gently and good-
naturedly bantering with one anoth-
cr. There’s some fInc, warm comedy
in Lhose sequences.

However, just when the fllm
scems ready to take off on a sophisti-
cated tact with significant discussion
of man's role in life, it turps Into
simple-minded space opera with to-
tally unsatisfactory concluslon.

The {llm's last 15 minutes have an

dtble array

es¢ ¥
were photographed by John Seale as

of plol
elements, Impossible {even for fanta-

SCREEN SCENE

Grading the movies
At | Top marks - sure (o please
A | Close behind « excellent

A- [SMlilia nunnlng for top honors

B+ |Pretly good stulf, not perfect

+

B )Cood

B- |Goodbut nolable deficlencles

¥

C+ |Jusia cut above average

¥

C_|Medlocrs

Nol 50 hot and sllpping fast

The very besl of the poor stuil

D |Poor

It doesn't gel much worse

F  |Truly awtul

Z | Reserved for the col bad

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

Home movie worth seeing

Sullivan’s
‘Guide’ has
the gusto

By John Monaghen
spoclal wrlter

Four years ago, filmmaker Fred
G. Sulllvan decided that his family
was as good a subject as anything
Hollywood could produce. His result-
Ing movie, “The Beer Drinker's
Gulde to Fltness and Filmmaking,”
may be the best home movie ever
made,

The 83-minute film won speelnl
recognition for origlnallty at the U.S,
Film and Video Festlval and receat-
1y played to good reviews in Boston
and New York. It arrives in Detroit
via the downtown Tele-Arts Theatre
this weckend,

The fllm opens with Sulllvan set-
ting 2 camera on automatic timer,
then running into the picture fleld
before It clicks. From here, the film

¢ joys an:
of day-to-day life in Saranac Lake,
N.Y., with Fred G., wife Polly and
their four chlldren.

ETWEEN changlng dlapers
and picking toys up from the front
lawn, Sullivan dreams he Is Adiron-
dack Fred, stripped to the lolncloth,
stalking through woods like Rambo
with a beer belly, In reallty, Fred G.

We hive the answi

WEET REVE

« | No advahead screening

sy) events and a highly unllkely solu-
tion to those events. I thought belng
a Klingon meant you never had to
say you're sorry,

‘There was no screening for “How
to Get Ahead in Advertising” (R),
starring Rachel Ward In a dramatic
comedy, or is it a comedy/drama,
probably about the advertising busi-
ness.

With major motlon pletures such
as these opening, “Miracle Mile” (%)
(R), probably won't get much play.
IUs billed as a surrealistic thriller
about a young couple with 24 hours
before nuclear dlsaster.

STILL PLAYING:

“Crimlnal Law" (B) (R).

Suspense thriller about atiorney who
discovers his cllent is guilty,

"The Dream Team™ (B-+) (PG-13) 105
minutes.

Psychlatric patients have qulie a trip
trying to sce a ballgame at Yankee Stadl-

um,

“Earth Girls are Easy” (PG).

Gena Davls and Jef( Goldblum Ln sel-fl
comedy.

“Fleld of Dreams” (B+) (PG} 111 min-
vles,

Fanciiul baseball story as Iowa farmer
bullds diamond so Shoeless Joe Jackson
<an play agatn.

“Fright Night 11 (C-) (R),

* Roddy McDowall in another vamplre
movle.

“Indixna Joges and the Last Crosade”
{B+)(PG-13) 120 minutes.

Good entertalnment, but enough ale

ready.
“K-9" (C+){PG-13) 100 minutes.
James Belushf In weak comedy about
narcotice dog and detectlve.

AFTERNOON FILM THEATRE, De-
trolt Institole of Aris, 3200 Woodward
Ave., Detrolt. Call §32-3730 for [nforma-

* tloo.(81)

“Te Plcture of Dortan Gray' (USA —
1945}, 1 pm. June 13-18. Ever nasty
George Sanders in tho role of a llfetime
— a soooty Engllshman who makes a
devillsh pact, As he embarks on a spree
of lost.and cruelty, hia portralt tumns
gboulish while be — for Lha moment —
remalns unchanged. An Oscar Wilde sto-
Ty

'ANN ARBOR FILM CO-OP, several
locations on the University of Michigan
campus. Call 769-7787 for laformatlon.
{$2.50single, $3.50 double feature)

Aatonlenl — “L'Eclisse” (Italy —

. 1982), 7:30 p.m. June 15, Modern Lan-

guage Buildlog Auditorjum 4, A second
weckend focus on director Michelangelo

Antonion], where a woman's breakup
with her lover leads to Lsolation and soli-
tnde. With “The Red Desert” (Italy —
1964) at 9:40 p.m. The director’s ground-
breaking experiment In color. Here, 8
woman faces mental breakdown because
of her luability 1o cope with modern In-
dustriallzed socicty.

“Tha African Queen" (USA — 1951),
7:30 and 9:30 p.m. Jone 17, Angeil Hail
Audltorlum A. Bogie and Katherine Hep-
burn in e classic adventure story, di-
vected by John Huston.

CINEMA GUILD, Modern Language
Bullding, University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor, Call 9940027 for informalion.
($2.50 singte, §3.50 double feature}

“Renclr — “The Golden Coach”
(France — 1953), 7:30 p.m, June 17. A
flop when originally released, writer/di-
rector Jean Renole’s feather-light farce

features Anna Magnanl as the leading ac-
tress of a South American theaier troupe.
With “The Rules of the Game” (France
— 1939} at 9:30 p.m. The director’s finest
hour, about the various intrigues sur-
rounding a weekend in Lba country, Re-
noir 0150 acta In this much-mitated file,
| Personal problem — ‘The Man with
‘the Golden Arm.” (USA — 19%8), 7:30

1 pm., June 18. Fraok Sinatra a3 a drug

addlet under Qito Premioger's powerful,
pteachy dleectlon and backed by a knock-
out Elmér Bersteln jazz score. With “The
Three Faces of Eve,” {USA — 1937) at
9:35 p.m. About & woman with three per-
sonalities. Joanne Woodward won an Os-
car for this, her first major flim role.

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL LI
BRARY, 18301 Michigan, Dearborn.
(Free}
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is more at home carting the famlly
arcund in a puke green-colored sta-
tion wagon.

“Mcet the wretched family,” he
growls durlng one such interlude
{certalnly more akin teo “Married
... with Children” than “Father
Knows Best”). “Mr. and Mrs.
Wretched and their four wretched
chlldren.”

Then there are wistful momenats
looking through family albums and
wedding plctures, conversations
wlth the postman, philesophical dls-
cusslons of regular vs. light beer and
scenes of Mom retreating to the roof
to steal some time away from the
family.

A falr amount of frustratlon sur-
rounds Fred G, who continually
drags the family near bapkruptcy to
make films, He tries to fill hls chil-
dren full of the same lofty ideals, yet
when his daughter Is asked to de-
scribe her biggest dream, she replies
sincerely, “A big house,”

SULLIVAN, 42, describes himself
as a “woodchuck Woody Allen” who
has been making movies since age 8.
Clips from those early eples (where
he always played the hero) also show
up in “The Beer Drinker's Guide,”

along with footage taken durlng
overseas service In Korea,

As In “Sherman's March" {Ross’
McElwee's highly personalized look:
at his relationshlp with Southern;
women), the Independent [ilmmaker,
is scen as an idealist, outslder and
nut. But where McElwee could only.
be seen when alming his shoulder-
held camera into a mirror, Fred G,
becomes o fleshed-out local hero
that almost éveryone can relate to.

“THE BEER Drinker's Gulde™
cost $50,000 Lo produce and its inves.
tors (2 palr of local buslnessmen)
probably worried when the film,
orlginally titled “Sulltvan’s Pavi.
llon," opened to less-than-boffo busl-:
ness. Only after adding the word
beer to the title (which cost an addl-
tlonal $4,000 to change the openlng.
reel), did it start to make money.

In fact, “The Beer Drinking
Guide” did so well in Burlington, Vt,,
that It actually outgrossed “*Rambo
3" for seven straight weeka,

This weekend, Adirondack Fred
faces an even blgger challenge ~
competlng with the likes of “Star
Trek” and “Indiana Jones.”

» Depression

+ Sexual problems

i

» Job dissatlsfaction « Losses
« Famlly confilct « Anxlety
Develof tally/Accidentally disabled
« Mental retardatton « Cerebral Patsy
» Learning disabllitles « Epilepsy
Dynamic
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Special

Joln us at the Amwiay Geand Plaza
Hotel for the Greater Graod Rapids
Open, July 10-16. Take advantage of
aspeeial daily package rate of $95°
durlng the week of the Opea. |
deluxe accommadations for tw
free self-parking, daily tickets 1o
the VIP Hospltality Tent with free
lunch and refreshments, two tree
daily tickets to the Open (extra
tickews available), and use of all
Hotel facititles. Or take advanuage
of the “Golfer's Special™~
which includes all items
Hsted above for the cntire
wecek of the Open, Monday
through Sunday-for onty
3496. Call (616} 776-6-450.
*Subjectto availatulity Tax snd gracuty

e
§2hion imsdvance Nonsmaoking
fooms avallable upon ecquest

anagy,
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Pear! at Monroe
¥ Grand Rapids, Michigan
”

& " ©1989, AMWAY HOTEL CORP.

Medemciy e ==r-1)

TN

LB RRINCRARR




