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Perez (left), Beaux Mitchell, Brian Smith and Jim Megerian are

They’re ready to

Skanking Voodoo Dolls
blend styles of music

éy Larry O‘Connor
alatl writer

Ya maon Let's kick out lhrjams,

Reggae mects rock'n’roll.
Rock'n’rol] tneets reggac. Tne two
make for quite an interesting pair,
especially when you have a new
four-member band like Skanking
Voodoo Dolls tuking a crack at mix-
ing the musleal styles,
 The band recently tade its debut,
playing before an  appreciative
throng ot the Hamtramck Pub.
Members coine from other well-
Known bands 1n the area. Lead sing-
er and guitarist Beaux Mitchell used
1o be with reggae outflt Raggamul-
tin, bass player Jim Megerlan per-
formed with Black Market,
drumnier Pervz played for Robb
Roy and lead guitarist Brian Smith
jammed with heavy metal groups
Mnd Hatter, XXAN and

IN CONCERT

‘Together, they make for an Inter-
esling, If not unusual comblnation of
musical styles.

Megerlan s at the forefront of the
Skanking Voodoo sound. He's the
reggae aficionado, often traveling to
Jamlaca to check out the latest

groups.

On the other side of the coin s
Smith, who supplements the
heartbeat reggae rhythms with some
scorching gultar solos. Then there is
Percz, consldered by many to be one
of the finest drummers on Detroit
scenc.

MITCHELL FRONTS the band
with her ethereal voice, who raises
to a coo at times, She takes the role
of spokeswoman, making out the al-
liance to be moare of spiritual one
1han a musical one.

“This band is heallng,” sald Mitch-
ell, sittlng at a table before the

members of the band Skanking Voodoo Dolls.

rock ’n’ reggae

band's soundcheck. “The minute we
walk [oto the rehearsal room, we
come together . . . The energy Is so
posltive”

The encrgy onstage has an edge.
Megerian likens the Skanking Voo-
doo Dolls' musle to a cross “between
Van Halen and Bob Marley."

“Hardcore reggac lovets are golog
to elther love it or hate it," he sald.
“Which is what we want. We don't
want people to feel indlfferent about

The music of the Carribean ap-
pears o have some. commercial ap-

al as well. UB4D's “Red Red
Wine" made it on several rock radlo
playlists. The dllfercnce with Skank-
ing Voodoo Doll is their music takes
a much harder approach.

Megerlan is quick to point out the
group Is not on a reggae preserva-
tlon trip, Instead making Lhelr own
sound,

“We're pot trying to jump on a
happening bandwagon,” he said.
“We're not trying to take something
that's already acceptable and make
it even more acceptable.”

THE NEW sound is accepted by
band members, but adjustments

were definitely needed. Smith's ex-
pericnee, for example, was strictly
in hard rock citcles, But he's been a
quick study.

“At first, it was different,” Smith
sald. “I dida't know where my place
was. In heavy metal, the guitar Is
more dominant. My role now Is
keeping rhythm. The solos are more
melodic instead of trylng to tear
people’s heads off though we still try
to do that once In awhlle.”

Perez about drumming to
reggae beats compared to
rock'n’roll: “You have to learn not to
play as fast.”

Skanking Voodoo s taking it slow
in Its beglnning phase. There are no
plans for markeling the band to
record labels or making LPs. They
are content to play local club dates
and see how things develop.

“We love It,” Mcgerlan sald, “You
can make all the big plans you want.
As long as we're having fun, that's
the maln thing."

Skanking Voodoo Dolls will per-
Jform tonight at Todd's, Scven
Mile Road, Detroit, For informa-
tion, call 366-8633.

Universal Congress
is in (jazzy) session

8y Larry O'Connor
slaff writer

In the Universal Congress Of,
there is the house of jazz and a sen-
ate of rock'n’roll. The speaker of the
body is guitarist and vocalist Joe
Baijza, who espouscs a musleal phi-
losophy of Mecolodics.

Fear not, musie maven. The Uni-
versal Congress Of is not as unusual
as name and style of music suggest.

“It's pretty accessible, really,”
said Baiza, whose group performs
{onight at ihe Blind Pig in Aon Ar-
bor. "That's my goal: To create mu-
sic that’s entertainlng and yet chal-
lenglng.”

‘The Jazzy nature of the Unlversal
Congress Of would certainly not
sound foreign to most ears. Theres
nightelub beat of the drums,
scmlc)ly vocals and blasts of tenor
sax.

lf anything, It might spark memo-
ries of the beatnik sound. Balza said
he's was intrigued with that of 1950s
and 1960s style of music, espectally
after reading Jack Kerouac’s “On
the Road.”

BUT THE dips and turns Univer-
sal Congress Of takes on its latest
EP, “This is Mccolodics” (SST),
mukes this sound their own. With no
radio play, the music Is something
out of the ordinary for most people.

“In towns like Huntsville, (Ala.),
they don't know what to do at first,”
Baizo said. “This one song, ‘Stove
Top,’ has riit shift that changes into
weird intervals that sounds
dent. People in the club were saying,
“These guys are making mistakes.
They aren't playing the songs right."”

Such are the drawbacks to taking
such an Improvisational approach.
The Unlversal Congress Of doesn't

® UNIVERSAL CONGRESS OF

Vversal Congress O wall perform on
Monday. June 12, at the Blind Pig. 208 S,
First St Ann Arbot. For nformation,
call 996-8555.

® ASH CAN VANGOGH

Ash Can VanGogh will perform on
Tuesday. June 13. al Jaggers, 8§ Eliza-
beth Lake Road. acar Telegraph and M-
59, Pontiac. Fur wformation, call 88i-
1700 The bapd will aho perform on Frl-
day. June 16, at Saint Andrew’s Hall, 431
Congress, Detroit. For intorination, call
960-MELT.

® MAMOU

Matnoy will pertorm on Tuesday, June
13, al the Hiind 1%ig. 208 S. First
Arbor. Fur nformation. call $96-8555.

REVIEWS

® CROSSED WIRE

Crossed Wire will perform on Wednes-
day, June 14, at the Blind Pig, 208 S.
First St, Ann Arbor. For Information,
calt 896-8555.

® GEORGE BEDARD

George Bedard and the Kingplns witl
perform on Thursday, June 15, at the
Blind Pig, le,ﬁr:lsl Arn Arbor. For
informatlon, call B36-8555.

® PAN THE SIRENS

Pan the Sleens wlil perform along with
‘Those Who Dream on Friday, June 16, at
Hamtramck Pub, 2043 Canlif, off 1-75.

® VERTICAL PILLOWS
Vertlcal Pillows will pesform on Fri-
.day, June 16, at Grlffs Grill, 49 N. Sagl-

naw, Pontlac. For laformatlon, call 334-
7651,

® TRACY LEE AND LEONARDS

Tracy Lee and the Leonards will per-
form on Friday and Saturday, June 16-17,
ot the Blind Pig, 208 5. First, Ann Arbor.
For information, cail 996-8555,

® WALK THE DOGMA

Walk the Dogma will perform on Fri-
day, Juse 36, at Lil's, 2930 Jacob, Ham-
tramek. For information, call 875-6555.

® HIPPODROME

Hippodrome will perform atong with
Danclng Smoothies and Shouting Club on
Saturday, June 17, at the Hamtramek
Pub, 2048 Canlff, off 1-75.

® BROKEN YOYO

Broken Yoyo will perform on Satur-
day, June 17, at Alvin's, 5756 Casy, De-
trolt. For information, call 832-2355.

@ OPEN BLUE ROOM

Open Blue Room wlll perform on Sat-
urday, Juoe 17, at Grilfs Grill, 49 N. Sagi-
naw, Pontlac. For mare information, call
334-7651.

@ ROBYN HITCHCOCK
Robyn Hitchcock will perform on
Wednesday, Junc 2B, at Salnt Andrew’s
Hall, 431 E. Congress, Detroit. For infor-
mation, call 981-MELT.

L CLAHENCE FOUNTAIN

nce Fountaln and the Five Blind
Boys n( Allb.lml will lorm on Satur-
day, July 1, af Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detrolt.
For tnformation, call 93-MUSIC.

Universal Congress Of delivers an interesting mix of jazzy

use a set kst at shows, Instead call-
ing out the songs on stage as they go
along. Baiza sald the group gauges
the crowd and goes from there,
sometimes performing obscure jazz
covers.

Baiza’s interest in bebop music
came out of a boredom with
rock’nroll. His experimental nature
can be traced to the punk movement,
which gripped the Southern Califor-
nia area in the carly 1980s.

Bands such as Black Flag and The
Minutemen came out of Lhe scene as
dld a group called Saccharine Trust,
which for whom Balza played s2x. In,
fact, Baiza's pelghbor was the late
D. Boon, whn was 2 member of The'
Minutemen before he died in an au*
tomgoblle accident.

Balza said ke was always on the
outside looking in when jt came to
the hardcore movement.

“You've got to move on to new
things,” he sald. “I'm oot disillusjon-
ed by Jt. There's still a number of
punk bands out there today. It's not
new to me anymore.”

UNIVERSAL Congress Of is nol
new. The band has released two als
bums “Prosperous and Qualified™
and “Universal Congress Of,” both
on SST Records. Yet, it's still devel-
oping. Balza refers to the songs the,
band performs as “exercises.” i

The term Mecolodies sums it up’
best, even if it has no partlculay
meaning.

*'People ask us all the time, ‘What .,
kind of muslc do you?' We tell them
Mecolodles to confuse them,” he
said.

Universal Congress Of will per-
form tonight at the Blind Pig, 208
S. First St., Ann Arbor, For m{nf—
mation, call 996-8555.

tunes that hark back to the beatnik sound,

COLLEGE

Here are the top 10 albums recciving
alr play on WHFR-FM, campus statioa of
Henry Ford Commualty College in Dear-
born.

1. “Doolitile.” Pixles.

2. “Lave & Rockets,” Love & Rockets.
3. “Mister Music Head,” Adrian Belew.
4. “Boom, Boom, Chi Bootn Boom,” Tom
Tom Club.

5. “Life tn a Blender,” Life In a Bleoder.
€. "Workbook," Bob Mold.

7. “Exercise in Tenslon,” Dessao.

8. “Sonlc Temple,” The Calt.

2."Root, Hoog cr Die,” Nlxon/Roper.
10. “Nine,” PIL.

COUNTRY

Here are the top 10 ingles on WWWW-
M. -

1. “Where Did I Go Wrong.” Steve War-!
Ioer. .

2. “Don't Tosy Us Away,” Patty Loveless.
3. "Better Man,” Ctia Black.
4."I{ THad You,"
S. “Down That Road Tonight,” Nitty GI‘“-
ty Dirt Baod.
6. “Back ln the Fire,” Gmw:m
7 “Lovin’ Only Me,” Rlcky Ska;
"Ccme From the Heart," lnly Mﬂ-

9. "l'm No Stranger to the Raln,” Eelth,
Whitey.

10. “Like Father Like Son,” Licoel Cart-!
wright. ¢

ELLA MENTAL
— Ella Mental

Al know about this band Ls that
their manager, Billy Gaff, used to
work tv work with Cream and Rod
Stewarl and on a night when he was
supposed to check.out an unknown
{rish band called U2, ended up going
10 a difterent bar and getting drunk.
He signed the Lookalikes instead.

+ Need 1 say tore?

* Elta Menta) are his new darling
and It seems as through It may have
been a similar night when he signed
1his group.

Apparently, Ella Mental conslsts
&I a duo, Tim Parr and Heather Mac,
atded by studio musiclans. All but
one of the songs on this self-titled de-
but for Warner Recorils are com-
pused by the aforementloned pnir
1 Lyricaily they alm toward a “rev-
olullonary political stance with
sangs like “Freedom Jive", — "Lay
your guns down, too many people
¢rylng, young souls, reach out,/ They
nmd tu find a way to rcach a new
beginhung/We don't stand alone
dgainst a system we can't condone,
we don't stand alonc agalnst the

hard hearts In control.”
This theme flows throughout with

an emphasts on South Africa, De-
spite this hip “correct” political
stance, Ella Mental can't seem to de-
cide who they are musically.

While ignoring thelr Incluslon of a
schlock cabaret cover of Bob Mar-
ley’s “No Woman No Cry"” (It may be
a decent song, but you've got to sus-
pect the motives of a band dolng
such an awful verslon of ft), they
swing from the dramatic Slmple
Minds-ish guitar and keyboard
sounds on “Seeds of Tomorrow” o a
saunter In Jamaican-style Calypso
on “Africa” to a sccond-rate Fleet.
wood Mac on “Is It Any Wonder,”
Now there Is a scary thought.

Thelr attempt at credible lyrics Is
not quite enough to save them, The
quality of this album is 5o low, It's
1lke saying that you are using a step,
ladder to get out of the Grand Can-
yon.

w Cormac Wright

BUZZ FACTORY
— Screaming
Trees

Sarry, but loud and chnoxious gui-
tar bands are beginning to lose their
appeal In this camp. Face it, the
stulf Is getting old. Even the Re-
placements have begun to tone it a
blt,

At times, the Washington-state
based group Screaming Trees sounds
like one of many derivative gultar
groups on thelr latest LP “Buxx Fac-
tory” (SST). Thes there are some
numbers that are intriguing. The
question is: Who s the real Scream-

Ing Trees?

Is it the band that shotrs a bit of

p fatr on the easy-feel of “Too
Far Awly"l& h‘l': !h&ylwp m:t
digresses to point that its music
1s a rehash of 708 acld rock as songs
such a3 “Wish Bringer” scem to (ndi-
cate? Who knows?

1t's easy to understand why some
songs work while othera don’ t. Let's
start with ‘guitarist Gary Lee
Conner, an ax man of considerable
skill. He's able to find a groove on
such numbers as “Where the Twain
Shall Meet” and “Windows.” Conner

doesn’t domlnate here; he carefully
sets the pace.

Conner’s able to bring some rather
unpolished numbers out of thelr dal-
drums with some rather spirited gui-
tar work. “Subtle Polson™ benefits
{from hie artlc blast of gultar in this
slow moving song.

Then things take a tura for the
worse. The last three numbers are

“ throwaways -~ “Revelation Revolu-

tlon,” “The Looking Glass Cracked”
and “End of the Universe.” This Is
jguitar muck.

One gets the fecling here that the
songs weren't much. to begin with
and Conner took it upon himself to
juice them up with his gultar work.
Well, it doesn't work.

And If anything, It doesn't leave a
good impression of an album that

showa a group with ir:mhz Connor
! — Larry

MARIA MCKEE
-— Maria McKee

Those who viewed the band Lone
Justice with a little less than adml-
ration might be surprised ot this
{irst effort by the group's songiress
Maria McKee.

McKee's gone solo, and she is bet-
ter for it

With Lone Justlce, McKee secmed
a step out of time with the rest of the
band. Her fasclnation with country
and other toot forms of music never
Jibed with Lhe rest of the band.

Without Lone Justice, McKee 13
less restrained. On this Geffen re-
lease, she appears to revel in her
new found artlstic freedom. This is
her time to sink or swim, and there's
no need to yell for a Iife preserver.

McKer's a little bit rock’'n'roll and
a littlo blt country here. There are
elements of gospel and blues to be
heard as well.

At the forelront of whatever musle
cal genre McKee tackles is her nev-
er-liring volce. It's powerfal and pl-
ereing and, yes, oversrought with
emotion at times.

Her most impressive momenta,

though, come when she's not carry-
Ing a torch. Instead, she provides
slow and almost hagnting vocals In
the song “Breathe.” This aumber hax
almosu Tullaby mlatytn IL m:xtc
Is learning that less can be

The songs are hers. 'n:m seems -
1o be a recurring theme of uncer-
!nlnl& perhaps stemming lm.n ber

with Lone Justice, “T've Forgotten
What It Was In You (That Put the
Need in Me)" raos along those lnes, .

/AN W
can try and try and try/Don't look,
me In the eye becanse I'm the cue,’

beunse l'ml.beonelobhme."
e, the finger can lnt-
edllMt:Kee !orwvvminal
—-Lm-nIO‘Connor




