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Postal service rule target in junk mail fight

CCORDING (o the Postal Ser-
vice's own figures, it de-
livers 1.9 billien pounds of

unwanted mall annually in
the US. This figure is based on a

malt they enjoy. Advertlsers do not
have the right, however, to harass in-
dividuals, produce mind boggling un-
necessary waste or destroy the eavi-
ronment in the process, |

study of pi who

that 25.6 percent of third class bulk
mafl was either objectionable or un-
interesting.

As I learn more in my “Less Is
Better” campalgn against junk mail,
1 suspect these figures are low. The
Direct Markeling Assoclation sug-
gests that direct mall

ESP( JE advertising s the
answer. With radio, TV or newspa-
per advertising, private eitizens do
have some recourse: They can drop
subseriptions or turn off the nolse.
‘There'’s no way to stop the incessant
deliveries to your malibox, bowever,

produces an average of t

por to avold the physical zct of
g of the stuff, 1
to-thy we could 25 percent of

percent veturn, hence I wonder if at
least 75 pereent {or over 5.6 bllllon
pounds anaually) of bulk mail i3
unwanted useless refuse. Of course,
none of us wants to bury this waste
In our own back yard, to breathe the
smoke from its incineration, nor to
cut down enough lrees to support
this “habit.”

1 respect the fact that many peo-
ple, fncluding me, do enjoy certain
Items, llke catalogs, and that bulk
mall provides many jobs and import-
ant services, I belleve any legitimate
business has a right to advertlse and
every person bas a right to recelve

bulk mall and recycle the rest, indi-
viduals would beneflt without time
consuming ‘irritants and we cowld
make a giant leap toward cleaning
up our environment.

1 propose, therefore, that the Post-
al Service be convinced to change its
rule so that bulk mall can be re-
turned at the sender’s expense. That
way, those who want advertising
could keep 1t, while unwanted mail
could be returned,

Since gettlng advertisers to re-
move names from thelr Usts is r2ome-
times a problem now, the double ex-
pense of paying for returned adver-

organizing

Dorothy
Lehmkuhl

tislng would surely force
irresponsible mallers to malntain
their lists more selectively. Emexp-
tions could be made for mallings re-
quired by law, .

The Rate Commission Office in
Washlngton told me tbat changlng
this rule is a feasible idea, although
It would pecessitate Increased bulk

“bulk mall is glven back, the Post Off-

Ice throws it away. Postal patrons

- can have first class mall returned to

the sender — this service Is included
in the first class postage rate and Is
not abused by the average cltizen,

1 belleve that after an Inltial tran-
sitlon period, the same would bold
true for bulk mail. Why should first
class mallers be forced to pay for
this service, while third class ped-

YES, 1 SUPPORT "LESS IS BETTER"!

dlers avoid this responalbllity? While
this might send a shock wave
through the advertlsing industry at

flrst (and would no doubt be vigor-

ously fought by them) it secms the
net result would be less, but better
targeted, bulk mail.

A famous person once sald, “I
wondered why somebody didn't do
something, and then I reallzed [ am
somebody.” If you are unhappy
about junk mall, what can you do?

1. Make an effort to bave your
name removed from undesired mabl-
Ing list. Many will happlly remove
your name on your first request.

2, Return unwanted flrst class ad-

"COLONIAL ACRES

vertlsing by marking It “Unsolicited
— Return to Sender” (A rubber
stamp would be handy). :

3. Retumn postage paid cards that’
drop out of magazines with a request
Lo stop sending unattached cards.

4. Support this campaign by re-
turning the sectlon below, If the re-
sponse is great cnough, I will peti-
tion the Postal Rates commission to
act as an Intervenor at its next hear-
ing In Washington, D.C. to deliver
your message.

Aduit Communities

NCOa

Come Share our dream, exclusive country fiving: For aduits 50 and older.
No resident children under the age of 17 years.

A3

§ condo queries

Robert M.
Melsner

Q. Are local code restrictions regarding the
number of individaals that can occupy a specific
type of o unit enforceable? We are wondering If
this is a way around family status restrictions of
the new Federal Statute regarding housing.

A. You are, no doubt, referring to the Fair
Housing Amendments Act of 1988, The act
states that it does not limit the applicability of
any reasohahle local, state or federal restriction
regarding the maximum number of occupants
permitted to occupy a dwelling. Therefore, 1ocal
restrictions can be applied without committing
a violntion of the act. Of cotrse, if attempt
to operate a subterfuge in a velled attempt to
circumvent the protection of the Fair Housing
Act as it relates to famlly status, you wlll not be
successful.

Q. I am a landlord that has certain handl-
capped persons living at the project. I am woa-
dering whether the kandicapped person can re-
qulre me to make reasonable modifications 3o
the common area portions of an apartment com-
plex.

A. In the Falr Housing Amendments Act of
1988, the new act provides that it ls unlawful to
refuse to permlt, at the expense of the handl-
capped person, reasonable modlfication of exist-
ing premises if the proposed modifications are
necessary to afford the d person the

1. I recelve too much Junk mall: Yes___No___
2. The advertising that Irritates me most Is:

3. 1 do enjoy receiving:

4. 1 have tried getting off mailing lists:
itdid___did not___work.
To get off mailing lists | wrote:

5. The advertisers who bother me most are:

6. | have these constructive ideas for solving the
Junk mail problem: (Use separate paper)

Name.

d

City

Send your replies to:
Less Is Better
Organizing Techniques
P.O. Box 330
Franklin, Ml 48025

{ull enjoyment of the premises. The dct deflnes
the word “premises” as the Interior or exterior
spaces, parts, compooents or clements of the
building, Including indlvidual units In the public
and common use areas in the bullding.

Therefore, the act requires that a landlord
make reasonable mod!fications to the public and
common use areas of the bullding as well as to
the Interfor, but, at the expense of the bandl-
capped person. The handlcapped person, howev-
.er, does not have lo restore the common arcas
back to their original condition. The obligation
1o restore Is restricted to the interior of the
.tenant's unit.

‘Check warranty

. You are ready to buy a home. The one you
found is just what you've been looking:for. The
location is great, the home ls only a few years
old and the owners have kept it in top condition.

The price 1s right, you have the down payment
and the mortgage company just called to ap-
prove the flnancing. You're ready to close — or
are you?

Before you sign the papers, there's another
important item to check, Does the home have a
warranty, and if 50, does this warranty transfer?

“H the warranty program Is Home Owners
Warranty (HOW), the unexplred portion of the
bullder’s warranty/Insurance protection pack-
age will automatically transfer to the new
owner," sald Gerald Kosmensky, president of
the Southern Michigan Home Owners Warranty
Counclk,

“HOW provides many significant benefits to
protect the home buyer.”

HOW BUILDERS insure their work product
against major structural defects for 10 years
from the original warranty date. The bullders
warranty protects against defects In the wiring,
plumbing, heatlng, cooling, ventllating and me-
chanlcal systems for two years. Under the first
year of the warranty, faulty workmanship and
materials are covered.

Not alt bullders can participate in the pro-

am, ) . - -
“HOW carefully screens its' builder mem-
bers,” Kosmensky sald. “Only those with high
dard busin

jes3 i
and positive customer relations pollcies are cli-
glble for membership.”

HOW Is tho only new home warranty and lo-
surance program endorsed by the Natlonal Asso-
clatlon of Home Bullders. It currently has more
than 12,500 builder members and more than 2
mlitllon homes enrolled nationwide.

A HOME FOR EVERYONE

B8HORES OF BAYPOINT
Contemporary with laks priviieges on
ot Btraita Lake for summer
$109,500 H-44304

|'_ B 5 i

on thla custom

nn:h In a peaceful country eatiing.

MAGNIFICENT INTERIOR
Besutitul oontemporery with new
oreat room, hel tub room, $173.000
H-4T30
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«1 & 2Bedroom Ranch Units «Hatpoint Appliances
Private Entries «FuliBasements
«Clubhouse and Nature Area «Qptional Fireplace, Family Room
«Sandy Beach or Pool and Walkout Basements
South Lyon Green Oak Twsp. Willlamston
COLONIAL ACRES CENTENNIAL FARM RED CEDAR___
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From $85,800 From $73,8600 From 358,900
(313) 437-1159 (313) 437-6887 (517) 655-3446

MODELS OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 12-4 P.M./Sat. & Sun. 12-5 P.M.
ALSO OPEN THURSDAYS/Red Cedar Closed Thurs. -
CENTAUR CONTRACTORS, INC. « COLONIAL ACRE REALTY, INC.
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From $1,100 OPEN DAILY 123 pas {Closed Wednesday) - -
N y For 1moce Information
i Presented by: 716 4894010 3487, g
X ‘Real Falate Group 550 aceed 12 Trctre Oska Mall
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