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Sunt asks state to pay for all trial courts

By Tim Richord
staff writer

Local city and county officials are
pondering whether to Joln a major
lawsult that asks state government
to pay for all trinl courts.

"You rarely get a chance to par-
ticipate in something as fundamen.
tal as this constltutlonal question,”
attorney Robert W, White told an ay-
dlence of 30 - mostly city attorneys
and county budget offlclals — in a
Southfleld hotel last week.

White and partner Douglas Van
Essen held meetings all around the
state, hoping to slgn up as many as
posslble of the 174 units that pay for
55 clrcult courts, 79 probate courts,
100 distrlet courts, six munlclpal
courts and a recorder's court as cli-
ents in thelr class action lawsult.

Dezdllne is Aug. 20 for them to
aign up for a sult which, if success-
{ul, could cost the state $400 mitlion.

WHITE AND Van Essen are In a

Grand mplda firm which represents
many countles and clties, So far,
eight western Michigan countles and
the clty of Grosse Polnte have pald a
$300 retalner fee to be part of the
class actlon, and others have p:\ssed
resolutlons of intent.

In this area, only the clty of Plym-
outh issued a prompt. flat “no,” they
sald,

Phase one will be a largely legal
battle In the Court of Clalms dlvision
of Ingham Circult Court. Their suit
contalns three counts:

® The state Legislature In 1978
passed a law (PA 438) stating §ts in-
tention of gradually taking over
funding of all courts, but never ap-
propriated the money in subsequent
years, The formula called for 80 per-
cent state funding In 1986 and '87,
‘The counties ask for that B0 percent.
{Under the stalute of limitations,
they can't ask for the money from
prior years)

Legislators and Gov. James
Blanchard’s legal advlser say one

Leglslature can't bind another, The
sounuu say PA 438 “created a Jegal
uty."”

o The 1963 Michigan Constltullon
creates “one court of justlee.” The
countles say that makes all courts
part of the fudlelal branch of state
government. “The state can't pass on
its costs to Jocal units any more than
it can pass on the cost of renovalng
the Capltol to Ingham Counly or the
costs of the University of Michlgan
to Washtenaw County,” sald Van B—
sen -

. They want court expenses au-
dited, just like every other unlt of
government.

ATTORNEY GENERAL Frank
Kelley's staff Is characterizing the
movement as a “break the bank"
kind of suit.

Bul Van Essen said the total cost
would amount to a small fraction of
the state’s nearly $7 billlon budget,
whereas local subsidles of courts are
a far blgger proportlon of locab

O&E reporter wins media award

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
reporter Alice Colllns has won a
merit award In the 1989 Media Cita-
tlon Awards competltion sponsored
by the Southeast Michigan Hospital
Counell.

The award recognized a series of
articles detafllng how emergency
rooms (n Oakland County hospitals

were turning away ambulances.
Flrst place in the competition for
newspapers went o Dwight EM.
Angell of The Detroit News, who
won his second award

trauma system at southeastern
Michlgan hospitals.

Collins' storles appeared in the
Birmlngham-Bloomfield, West

wlth a setles on see-

Troy and Ro-

chester

vices,
For broadcasting, WJBK-TV wen
first place for a series examinlng the

David Belokonny, D.D.S., P.C.
formerly of Vanker and Taylor D.D.S., P.C.
has relocated his practice of general dentistry to
THE BLOOMFIELD MEDICAL VILLAGE
6405 Telegraph at Maple,
Birmingham
New Patients Welcome

?ours o Experience
t 1o meet
schedue 646-0064 your needs

The awards are given each year to
honor excellence in health care re-
porting in southeastern Michlgan.

Attorney general Frank Kelley’s staft is
characterizing the movement as a
“break the bank” kind of suit,

budgets.

In a 1980 bailout, the state took
over funding of Wayne Circuit and
the Detrolt courts — costs and reve-

nues both. Many outstate countles
resent that double standard of court
funding,

White belleves the Court of Claims
will rule late this year or early in
1890, Appeals could take two or
three years,

If phase one s successful, phase
two will be for all the countles, clties
and townships to present their
claims. That will be time-consum-
ing.

SOME LQCAL units think their
courls are meney-makers — that the
{ines and charges they levy cover
thelr costs.

“But are you sure?' White asu.
advising them to have their accoun-
tants look not only at payroll and

cash costs but overhead, bullding de- ,

- preclatlon, parking lots and the llke,

He argues the state could be paying
them rent.

He asks those who want to opt out
of the class action: “In falrness, re-
ject it on some theory other than (the
current system s) a good deal — say
you don't llke the lawyers, or you
think courts shouldn't be funded by
the state.”

Van Essen added, “We belleve it is
a more powerful statement iIf we
stand before (he seven justices as a
class rather than elght wild-balred
counties™

1f they win, Van Essen envisions a
system whereby local units would

“front-end” court costs and be reim-

bursed by Lansing. Suca a system
would be far preferable o a single
stalewide plas, in which court per-
sonnel in Keweenaw and Detroit
would get the same pay rates,

THEY TOLD “borrer ﬂoﬂu"lof
conflicts between judges and lotal
governing boards over court bullg-
cts, saying the conflicts would be
ended by state funding.

‘You can no longer lne-jtem a
budget. You must glve them a lump-
sum budget,” 2ald Van Essen. “You
can't even audit them. '

“Sometlimes (confllcts are) blamed
on a ‘faflure of diplomacy.” Bob and I
origlnally sul to that view.
Bul diplomacy alone isn't enough.?

‘They told of a judge who threht-
cned to jall county officials who
wouldn't buy the brand of photoco-
pler he wanted nnd of a northern
Michigan judge who reco his
four employees as a unlon one morn-
ing, gave them a 100 percent pay
raise and sent the blll to the county
that afternoon; the county won — at
the cost of $100,000 In fegal fees.

Qakland County has its own inter-
nal battle over court funding. The
counly pays for the 52nd District
Court, which serves Troy, Rochester,
and some of the well-to-do suburbs,
But the Blrmingham-Bloomfields,
Southfield and Farmington arcas
pay for thelr own district courts plus’
county taxes. They call the uylu:m
“double taxatlon.”

Closet & Cabinetry:
made to orde :
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« Highest Quality - Lowest Prices

« Cholce of Colors » L.P, Laminate
« Factory Direct Sales and Service

« Free - InrHome Estimates
« Fast, Friendly, No Righ
Pressure Sales

“WE JUST WANT YOUR BUSINESS™

2786 Industrial Rd. W
Troy, Ml 48084

 CLOKT ORGANGESS, NC.

(113)451 <0700

The Plymouth Inn
205 Haggerty Road E -
Plymouth, M148170

Temporary Care (For Vacations) And Permanent Care

Someone you love in growing older and
niceds just u bit more 1upport than he or
she ean get In their cuerent Hving
situation.

The anawer is The Piymoath Inn, &
magnlficent residence for aentars who
weant thelr Independence but need some
supervision a well.

*Tranquil tandscaped grounds and lovely
common areas.

SPECIAL PLACES
The Gracivas fltetnative
Jetimus N

» Three delicious meals served in our
central dining room by a frlendly,
sttentive staff of professionals.

+ Extenalve, voried social programa anc!
recreational opportunitics.

Ju 30 alastes from
Ann Atbor, Dirmlaghem
10d Metro Alspon.

107 Hoggerty Road
Plymouth, Michigan 48170
(313) 459-3890

oy the freedom and security of your own home without
the hastles of homemaking. The casy living Hifestyle
you've been waiting for §s at Plymouth Towne Apartments.
Your lease Includes no charge extran such as daily dining
service, weekly housckeeplag, personal laundry, bus seevice
for shopping and much more. For a complete tour o
brochure, call (313) 459-3890,

JAMES . MOORE
T763 SHERIDAN DTUVE
. YOUR CITY, STATE 1053

Just transfer your checking
account to First Federal of Michigan.

That's all it takes to earn 4%%
annual interest? paid and compounded
monthly.

There’s no charge per check. And
your first 50 checks are free.

And if you maintain a $300 mini-
mum balance, there's no monthly
service charge.

First Federal
Prestige® Card to access your account
through the Ma §1c Line® (£2) and
Plus System® 24-hour ATM networks.
And enjoy expanded Saturday drive-
up service at many offices.

For more information,

Openan account now and we'll  call toll free,
even pay you for your old checks, five 1-800-342-5336: ]
cents per unused check, up to 200. It pays to think First.

Also, you can use your “Interes Tates subject 10 change wathout notice. -
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