AR :

O&E  Monday, Juno 12, 1889

Hills two-income family tax appeals up

By Joanno Maliszowskl
staft writar

* More two-lncome familles have
appealed: thelr property tax assess-
ments to the Farmington Hills Board
of Revicw this year than in previous

years,

. “We've always gotten some in the
p:uL But this year, it seemed more
prevalent. The mood of the taxpayer
i§:signlficantly different than in the
p.’ut " assessor Dean Babb sald,

._At thls year's board of review In
Mnmh more.! wxpnynrs, partieularly

nbﬂul “the nverull lax picture,”
Babb safd.

“They're not coming in with a spe-
cifle appeal. They don't care
whether the . assessment is right.
‘They're angry that they’re paying,
for example, $300 in taxcs a moath,”
Babb said.

The threc-member board of re-
view this year heard 1,027 appeals,
slightly fewer appeals n last
year, Though specific data s still un-
nvailable, the board of review re-
duced more than $10 million in as-
sessments agalnst the city's $2 bll-
lion tax roll, Babb said.

This year, resldential property

owners were hit with an average 9.4~
percent assessment Increase. The
city's overall inerease, including
commerclal and industral property,
hovered at approximately 8 percent.

“Some peaple havé three years of
double-diglt Increases in thelr as-
scssments,” Babb sald,

Increases in assessments over the
last five years are a result of the
city’s burgeoning houslng market.

OF THE
holf were for commeretal proper-
ties, such as apartment complexes,
and the remaining for residentlal.

“We also gave away a lot of hard-
ship doltars,” Babb sald.

The number of hardship cases, he
sald, means that the “clreuit break-
er,” available through the 1973
Homestead Property Tax Relief Act,
Isn't working. The circuit breaker Is
a device through which taxpayers
can recelve a eredit for an amount
of thelr propcrty tax that bxcccds a

can expect at least an-
other year of [ncreases as assess-
ments try to keep pace with splral-
Ing houslng prices, Babb safd.

“Assessments are reactive to the
market. An assessment to thls day
has never created market value," he
said. -

THE ASSESSMENT process de-
termines the true cash value of prop-

The salcs studles are the same aa
used by the Qakland County Equal-
lzatlon Divislon, which told Babb
that a 10-percest Increase had to be
made this year.

“If T don't, they will make what-
ever adfustment nccessary to get
that amount. If I do It locally, you've
got a right to complain. If Oakland
County doea jt after the board of re-
vlew, basleally, you can't appeal It,”
Babb sald.

THOUGH HOMEOWNERS' com-
plaints about their Increasing asscss-
ments have been noticeable, Babb
sald that cumulnuve!y since 1984,

crty for the purpose of
property taxes. Cily, school and
county tax rates are levled against
the assessed value of pmperty An

certain p of d in-
come for the ycar

Among those eliglble for the elr-
cuit breaker are senior adults age 65
or older or surviving spouses of tax-
payers who would have been 65 prior
to Dec. 31 or any given year.

THE NUMBER of appeals this
year, partlcularly the increase In
two-income famllles, didn't surprise
the assessor.

reent
of the “usual selllng price of a
house.

- For many homeowners who ap-
pealed their assessments, Babb pro-
vided copies of sales studles conduct-
ed In their neighborhoods. He con-
ducted studles of 286 economlc areas
In the clty.

“When people saw what homes in
thelr nelghborhoods were seliing for,
they couldn’t belleve It,” Babb sald.

proper-
tles have laccd greater increases.

Since 1984, commerclal assess-
micnts have increased a cumulative
89.6 percent, compared to 54.8 per-
cent for industrial and 36.6 percent
for resldential,

Commercial and industrial assess-
ments In the past two years did not
change or increased slightly because
of a major reappraisal in 1987 by the
Oakland County Divi-
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slon. The reappralsal forced com-
merctal and industrial assessments
to Increase an average 35 percent.

¢

%police/fire callsv

Listed below are some of the
Farmington-grea police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:

° EXAM WAIVED

~ A Farmington Hllls teenager is

dne of two men facing trial In con-

%ccﬂnn with a break-lr at Eric's
‘ood Mart, 115 Commerce Road,

Unlon Lake, May 28.

¢ Joscph Mitchell Miller, 19, of

Farmington Hills, and Brian Kelly

gvnus, 22, of Walled Lake, waived
elr right to a preliminary exam

Wednesday in 52nd District Court,

Walled Lake,

+ They were arraigned May 30 be-

Robert

June 5 arrested a 14-year-old Farm-
ington Hills boy running frem a rear
doorwall. Damage to the doorwall
was estimated at $100, police sald.
At an Oakland County Probate
Court Juvenlle Division hearing
Tuesday, the boy was charged with
breaking and entering of an occupled
dwelllng with [ntent to commit lnr

No one was home at the time. The
fire was dlscovered by a 12-year-old
girl on her way home from school,
according to a Farmington Hills fire
report.

® PARK VIOLATION

A 19-year-old Redford Township
man was ticketed for possessing al-
cohol in Park at 6:55

ceny. He then was
leased to his father’s custody, sald
Farmlngton Hills Sgt. Charles
Nebus.

The next day, the boy was urrul«
ed in connection with a break-in at
Cross Creck Apartments, Middlebelt
and Gragyfield, at 8:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, He was arrested Wednesday
night after to the moming

fore M
qf Walled Lake on charges of break-
ing and entcring a building. No pleas
were cntered on the felony charges.
McKenney set cash or surety bond at
$5,000.

- The defendants will be arraigned

m Oakland County Clrewlt Court
June 19 before Judge Barry Howard.
A trial date then will be set. The de-
{ppdants face up to 10 years in pris-
o it convicted.
« Deputies responding to a ailent
dlarm at 2:15 a.m. May 29 arrested
one man Inside the market and an-
other man outstde the market, ac-
cording to the Oakland County Sher-
iff's Department.

@ TEEN ARRESTED
" Officers responding to a break-in
at a house on Kirby at 1245 pm.

i For more information, write:
. FORESTS FOR US, Box 2000,
~ Washington, DC 20013,
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break-ln gave pollce information
that led them to the boy. The boy is
being held In Oakland County Chll-
dren’s Village pending further court
hearings, Nebus sald,

In cach case, the burglar pried a
window. Early indlcations are that
the burglar tock less than $10 warth
olisnpcrty In each break-in, Nebus
said.

® HOUSE FIRE

An electrical fire caused about
$45,000 in damage to the structurc
and contents of a two-story house on
the 21900 block of Heatherldge Lane
at 2:45 p.m. June 5.
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¢ a group of
nters designed
specifically o help )uurclnld dohetter in school.
inpoint the specific areas
in which your child needs help. An individually
designed program, positive motivation, friendly
encouragement, an experience of success right
L and individualized attention
make all the difference.
Sylvan  pNeweis the ime to enroll
Learning forthis summer Calltoday.

p.m. Thursday,

He was seen with beer, according
to a Farmington Department of Pub-
lic Safety report,

® OIL SPILL

‘The Farmington Hills Department
of Publle Works had to spread sand
when o S5-gallon barrel of used’
cooking grease {ell from a flat-bed
truck turning from the castbound M-
102 exit ramp to westbound Grand
River at 6 p.m. Tuesday.

‘The driver stopped, got out, saw
the spill, then drove away, according
to a Earmington Hills pollce report.

® THEFTS REPORYED -

A 18-foot aluminum canoe val-
ued at $550 was reported stolen
from a yard on Oakerest Court,
Farmington Hills, between May 25
and June 7.

A lawnmower, a chalnsaw, a weed
whip and a snowblower valued at

$1, 070 were reporled stolen from a
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shed on the 31300 block of Nine Mile,
Farmington Hills, Junc 3-8.

Cash and dress pants valued at
$148 were reported stolen from an
apartment at Botsford Terrace
Apartments on Independence, Farm-
ington Hills, June 6,

About $140 was reported stolen
from a coln contalner In an apart-
ment at Farmington Manor on Nine
Mile, Farmlington Hills, June 7. Sev-
eral simitar thelts have been report-
ed at the apartment complex.

Twelve stainless-stecl  support
brackets valued at $7,200 were re-
ported stolen from a fenced yard at
Titus Welding, 20750 Sunnydale,
Farmington Hills, June 7.

Four cases of pop and nine cases
of empty bottles valued at $115 were
reparted stolen from a shed at the
Clark gas statlon, 22145 Farmington
Road, Farmington, June 8.

A VCR, stereo equipment and a bi-
cyele valued at §,4100 were reported
stolen from a house on Alblon,

Continued from Paga 1

He's also tatked with school offi-
clals in the Livornia and Clarence-
ville districts as to how dollars
spent per student would be affect-
cd by the Livonia Publlc Schools
annexing the entire Clarenceville
dlstrict,

Bowden sald Livonla Public
Schools per-pupll spending would
drop to $4,918, while per pupil

Group fights move
to dissolve C'ville

spending In the Clarenceville dis-
trict next year will be at around
34 200 not that big a difference, he

"We feel annexatton would never
work,” Bowden sald, because n
two-thirds majority ln cach school
district involved would have to ap- |,
prove such a measure, along with
each school board.

The group plans more meetings
In the summer.

Disc jockey faces charge

Morning radie dlsc jockey Jim
Johnson was ticketed last weck for
deunk driving following a miner ac-
cident In Bloomfield Townshlp, po-
lice sald.

Johnson, 38, who lives In Bloom-
field Township, faces a hearing June
21 on a misdemeanor drinking and
driving vlolation, according to po-
lice.

Johnson Is known as “J.J.” on the

the Morning Crew.” WLLZ is Iocnted
in Farmiogton Hills.

Bloomfield Township Pollce Ll.
James Anas sald Johnson was in-
volved in an accldent with another”
car about 2 a.m. Wednesday at Lone
Pinc and Echo roads.

There were no injuries and m].nnr
damage in the accldent, he sald,

“During the investigation of the
accident, the offlcer . . . felt alcohol

Farmington Hills, June 8. WLLZFM morning show, “J.J. and wasa factor,” sald Anas.
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Welcome to the “‘Computer Event’’ starring
you and Estee Lauder, appearing at
Jacobson's in Livonfa on
Wednesday, June 14, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
and Thursday, June 15, 1 to 7 p.m,

Camerafl Action! The Black Light zooms in on
your face, revealing faclal problems that can be
sotved by our Lauder speclalists, Ofly skin, dry

skin, sun damage, clogged pores...whatever

needs the soothing, positive touch of Estee Lauder.

Just one easy step, and you'ra on your way

to stardom! To make your appointment for a screen
test, please call 581-7696, extensfon 202,

Jacobson’s

FREE ESTIMATE.
(Don't dalay « Limited time offer) mamm Center.
wmw Helping kids do better. . ‘
P Yoot Meplo  Frlrgnon cener gl
651-6030 o 5.33‘3770 ‘Woat Bloom!lold Chartington Sq We weicome Jacobson's Charge, MastcrCard, VISAY and American Express’
\ e 737-2880 297-1800 Shop untit © p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Untll 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.



