Fessler seeks

gas tax hike

toaidr

State Sen. Richard Fessler wlll
hold publlc hearings this summer on
his two bills to ralse the state fuel
tax by two cents a gallon and use the
revenue to pay for $900 miltlon in
highway bonds.

“The state’ls headed for a trans-
portation disaster,” sald Fessler, R-
Unjon Lake, “that threatens to cur-
tail the growth and development in
the {Oakland) County. These prob-
lems arc also prevalent throughout
the state.”

His Senate Bills 488 and 489 will
send $548 million Lo countics, citles
and villages and $352 million to
specified state highway projects,
They were Introduced last week.

Big winners of state projects will
be Oakland and Kent countics and
the Davison Freeway in the mlddle
of Detrolt.

A spokesman for the Oakland
County Road Commlsston sald his
agency hadn't seen the blll and
couldn't analyze Its local impact.

IF ADOPTED, the bills would
ralse Michlgan's fuel tax from the
current 15 cents to 17 cents effective
next Jan. 1.

Fessler chalrs the Senate State Af-
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fairs and Transportation Ca
which will schedule public hearings
shortly, an alde sald.

Calllng road needs “overwhelm-
ing," Fesster sald, “Local govern-
ments are no longer able to keep up
with aglng streets and the demand
for lmprovements."”

Although Fessler gulded a pack-
age of bllls raising llcenses and fees
through the Legislature in the past
two years, lhe Leglslature hasn't
tackled a blg money proposal such
as fuel taxes slnce 1982, when it
hiked them two cents.

Gov. James J, Blanchara hes re-
slsted a fuel tax, but pressure from
fegislators for road money has been
mounting.

HERE ARE the state projects In
southeastern Michigan that would be
pald for under the new bills:

® M:5¢ from 1-96 In Livingston
County to Its terminus in Macomb
County — $95 milllon.

® M-9 (the Haggerty Road corri-
dor in western Oakland County)
north of I-96 — $70 millllon.

@ M-275 between 1-75 and M-59
in northern Oakland County — $32
milllon.

® M-15 In northern Oakland
County — $1.5 miltlion for capaclty
improvements.

® Davison Freeway in Wayne
County — $15 milllon for recon-
struction.

Outstate projects include:

® M6 South Beltway In Grand
Rapids — $120 million.

# US-131 north of Cadlitac — $15
milllon for completion.

IN A STATEMENT, Feasler sald
those projects had been listed by
Blanchard and the state Transporta-
tlon Commission as priorities.

One blll specifles the new moncy

“ghall not replace other state money |

committed to these projects. The
state Transportation Department
shall continue to pursue federal
funds for these projects.”

Another section requires federal
funds not already allocated to an
economle development fund to be
used on this list of projects.

Mystery
theater
benefit slated

On Friday, June 16, Oakland Liv-
ingston Human Scrvice Agency stalt
will present a dinner theater at the
Holiday Inn, 1801 Telegraph, Bloom-
field Hills. A

Get up a table of detectives, put
your heads together and one of you
may be the winner of a complimen-
tary dinner by solving the mystery
of *Who Shot —e s ?”

The murder mystery play follows
dinner, which wlil be served at 7
pm, Call Mary Beth or Joanne at
$34-2444 to make your reservation,
select your meal and reserve the
seat from which you may salve the
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