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Ground broken for new westside school
-School will

‘set the

pace’ for

-the future

By Casey Ham

» stalf writer

A new westside elementary in
Farmingion Hills “will really set the
tone” for Farmington Public
Schools, according to the superin-

. teadent.

Ground was broken June 6 for the
$7.3 mlllion facility, slated to open in
fall 1990. Superintendent Graham

" Lewls dedicated the new school "to
“ the students who ave keepers of the
_ realm In the year 2,000 and beyond.”

Board president Jack Cotton
called the groundbreaking “a sym-
bolle day." .

“Farmington Is returning to a

Trustees and adminstrators
broke ground June 6 for the

i new west-side elementary.

Shown are: assistant auperin.
. tendent Lynn Nutter (left},
' trustees Jack Inch and Janice
: Rolnick, board president
¢ Jack Cotton, superintendent

Graham Lewis (wielding the

4 shovel), trustees Helen Dit-

. zhazy and Helen Prutow, dep-
. uty superintendent Michael
! Flanagan, and trustees Susan
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Rennels and James Aber-
nethy.

NDRTH ELEVATION

This artist’s rendering shows the new elementary
school as it will appear trom 11 Mile. The school will

growth district and that is good
news,” he sald.

Some 650 students from kinder-
garten through flfth grade will at-
tend the school to be located on 11
Mile, cast of Halsted. According to
final design information from archi-
tects Grelner, Inc., the school will
encompass 77,000 square feet.

The district Is forming a commit-
tee to look at how attendance bound-
aries for the new school wiil be
determined. The school board s ex-
pected to declde an a name for the
new school June 20, after receiving

{rom the

school was first ralsed by now-re-
tired assistant superintendent Law-
rence Freedman during a nelghbor-
hood elementary boundary meeting
with parents in February 1986.

The njdmlnislmunn officially rec-

THE IDEA of bulldlng a new

the new school optlon in
March 1987 and the school board be-
gan to plan for such a move. The
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No endorsement offered
on Haggerty alternatives

By Phll Glnolt
staff writor

The Novi Clty Council passed a
resolution June 5 supporting none of
the current Haggerty Road connec-
tor allernatives — breaking from its
history of support for alternative 4A.

Both the Farmington Hills City
Councll and the West Bloomfleld
Township Board of Trustees support
alternative 4A. The new $72 million
road, a hall-mile west of Haggerty
from I-96 to Pontlac Trail, would
curve casterly to bypass the peat
bog north of 14 Mile, It would dls-
place 28 residences and four busl-

nesses,

Novi council members voted 5-2 to
not endorse any of the remaining al-
ternatives and instead to encourage
the Michigan Depariment of Trans-
portation (MDOT) to explore other
ways- of relieving north-south
congestion in the area.

The move drew a stern warning
from Novl Clty Manager Edward
Kriewall, who rarely speaks to such
issues at the counci! table.

“1 believe sulficlent work has been
done (o address all of the alterna-
tives,” Kriewall sald. "If we're going
to throw It up In the alr and knock
this project off the drawing board,
then we're doing a disservice to all
of the City of Novi.”
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IT IS clear what the change In pol-
tcy will mean for the Hoggerty Road
connector project. The Novi City
Councll favored alterative 4A in a
January 1988 vote. Alternative 4A
would cul a new alignment for the
roadway about a half-mile west of
Haggerty Road, between Twelve
Mite and Pontiac Trail.

It Is the option that ls clearly the
mosts environmentally damaging,
but would cost less and also necessl-
tate the removal of fewer homes and
businesses.

Novl council members sald they

would llkely wait for the outeome of
the MDOT public hearing June 7 be-
fore taking further actlon, possibly
opposing ene of the routes.

The council's §-2 vote followed a
serles of impassioned pleas by resi-
dents of the Summit Hills subdlvi-
ston (ncar 12 Mile and
Meadowbrook), which would be sub-
stantially altered should the road-
way go through. An Interchange
planned for 12 Mile would require
the removal of several homes and
the taking of some vacant lots in
that rural subdivision.

“You should take a long hard
ook, sald Summit Drive resldent
Arthur Valenti. “Examine your con-
science.”

DURING HIS presentatlon, Valen-
ti gave Novi city clerk Geraldine
Stipp a check for $1,000 to be used to
form a committee to study purchas-
ing land north of 12 Mile and convert
it to & natural parkland.

Novi councliman Joseph Toth, a
persistent critie of both of the off-
Haggerty routes, again questioned
alternative four's impact on the area
north of 12 Mile.

“I don't see why we should put
anything in there," Toth sald. “I'm
going to be a liltle selfish and think
first of Novi, As far as I'm con-
cerned, I really don’t give a damn
about the people up by M-39. Let
them worry about how to get there."
dls':Wl councilwoman Martha Hoyer

“The people at the southeast cor-
ner of the community are crying for
relief . . , and we're talking about
10,000 homes,"” ahe zald. “I would not

. be In favor of changlng any opinlon

on anything unti) all the facts are on
the tablo.”

TRAFFIC CONSULTANT Rolf
Killan polnted out that 70-76 percent
of the trafflc entering the city from
the north has a destination of an in-

terstate roadway, like 1-275 at Eight
Mile.

“What's the best way ta take care
of 1t7" he asked. “Get rid of it. Get it
on the freeway.”

Klllan called an option offered by
Novi councllman Edward Lelninger
“unreatistle.”

Leininger had called for the clo-
verleaf Interchange to be construct-
ed “as close to Haggerty Road as
possible,” In a brief visual display to
the council.

Novi council members
voted 5-2 to not
endorse any of the
remaining alternatives
and instead to
encourage the
Michigan Department
of Transportation
(MDOT) to explore
other ways of relieving
north-south
congestion in the area,

“It would be a mistake, it would
be a detriment,” Kilian sald. ™It
would be likely to cause more prob-
Jems."

Hoyer bas been the clty’s repre-
sentative on a Haggerty Road con-
nector policy committee, made up of
various elected offlcials from the af-
fected communities. Kilian bas
served on a similar technical com-
mittee, which includes traific ex-
perts from the communltles.

CURRENTLY, ONLY two real op-
tions remain under consideration for
the Haggerty Road connector, which
could be ealied M-9 when or if Is con-
nected with M-3% In the future, Both
plans involve the cloverleaf at 12
Mile and Summi

t.

Novl Mayor Matthew Quinn sald
the residents were faced with pre-
senting a viabla aiternative to
MDOT officials during the June 7
public hearing.

“That's what the Summit people
have to do,” Quinn said. 'IU's got to
be shown that It can be safe for the
trafflc If 1t Is put elsewhere.”

-, Toth and Novl council
members Rugh Craw{ord, Nancy Co-
vert and Ronald Watson voted in fa-
vor of the new resolution. Quinn and
Hoyer were opposed.

idea escalated quickly after a pro-

be built on the south side of 11 Mile, a hall mile east  school is expected to be decided at the June 20

of Halsted. in Farmington Hilla. A name for the gschoo! board meeting.

Improve the site and equip the

posal for massive of el-
ementary students turned sour in
early 1988.

After a bond defeat last fall, mon-
cy for the new school was flnally ap-
proved by voters In January.

Once built, deputy superintendent
Michael Flanagan has the

school’s playge

About $5 milllon is for bullding
costs, The remainder of the money
will cover administrative, site and
utllity costs, equipment and furnish-
Ings, insurance, atlorney fees, con-
tingency projections for inflation

operatlon cost of running the school
would be more than $500,000 per
year, not Including the costs for
classroom teaching staff.

A “planning team™ of 16 Farming-
ton schools employees has been
studying the future operations of the
school slnce February, according to
informatlon provided by the district.
Included arc the district’s three as-
sistant superintendents, several de-
partment coordinators and princl-
pals, one department bead and two
teachers {rom Highmeadow Com-
mon Campus.

TRUSTEES HAVE said they want
to include Farmington-area parents
in studying boundary changes that
will Impact the district because of
the new school.

The school wil} be nestled into a
wooded, 11-acre parcel on the south
side of 11 Mile. The approved $7.3
million in bonds will generate $7.7
mlllion for the school; money will be
used to build the school, develop and

‘Farmington is
returning to a growth
district and that is
good news.’
— Jack Cotton,
school board president

and other necessary items.

THE INTERIOR will likely be
zaned into three areas; early elemen-
tary learning and play areas to the
east; academlc ¢! ms areas, in.
cluding the media ceater in the cen-
ter; and a grouping of cafeteria,
and school p

BY
to Lhe west.

Plans call for a berm to separate
the school property from neighbor-
ing houses in the Hunt Club subdivi-
slon to the west, where several
nelghbors have volced concerns
about nolse from the school.

© News that’s closer 1o home © News that's close

RANDY BORS'

TIMELY DESIGNS

Clearly a handsome presentation
for his desk or den...a quartz mantel
clock by Seiko. Acrylic with
brass tones, Batteries are included.
Circular style with skeleton
movement, subsecond hand, roman
numerals, 8% H, $200. Art deco
design with pendulum, black
dot markers, 10"'H, $120.
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We weicome Jacobson's Charge, MasterCard? VISA? and American Express!
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