Piston loyalist can

wipe away the tears

HIS ONE IS for Gus, the fat
man who used to shake,
rattle and roll, dancing In
the mezzanine durlng

those dark Plston days,

I can stlll remember hlm hanglng
aver the ralling at Cobe Arena,
spc\vv'lng “Hoo, hoo ... hoo, hoo

Even long-suffering basketball
fans like Gus, who bitterly stayed
downtown when the Pistons headed
north, have to feel vindlcated this
week,

The heck with Kareem's storybook
finlsh. The heck with Pat Rlley. The
heck with Chick Hearn and “show-
time.” The hell with “Three-peat.”

Some of those LA-LA fans have no
idea what anguish we've been
through. I'm talklng about the chalk-
caters: Dyan Cannon,” Lou Gossett
Jr., Chevy Chase, Ryan and Tatum
O'Neal, the ones who have jumped
an the Laker bandwagon of late.

‘They have no Idea what it was like
for guys tke Gus and me, and what
we endured through all these years.

1 can't go all the way back to Fort
Wayne, but I saw 2 Zollner special
when I was only 7. The date: Feb 8,
1963,

My dad took me to Cobo losee my
first Plstons game, primarily to
catch a Bradley Unlversity man, a
fellow alum named Chet “The Jet"
Walker, who played for the Syracuse
Natlonals.

THE ONLY THING I remember
about that night was how many
polnts the Nats scored: 162, which at
the time was an NBA record.

Ironle, isn't 1t? This Pistons team
now ylelds about 162 In two games,

The other thing I remember about
that night was the skimpy turnout,
sparse enough that my dad escorted
me Into the Syracuse trainlng room
afterwards to say hello to “The Jot"
himself.

“Come on in,” smlled one of the
ushers,

If you walked now Into the visitors
trainlng room, you'd be arrested for
trespassing. Security would haul you
away.

But this champlonship certalnly
makes up for all the mistakes, all the
heartbreak and all the disappoint-
ment during my formative Plstons
fan years.

How bad were the Pistons way
back when?

Bad cnough that a coupte of high
school buddies of mine beat Butch
Komives and Erwin Mueller in a
game of two-on-two in a shopping
center parking lot during a Stroh's
Ice Cream Clinle in Plymouth.

This makes up for 1970-71 when
the Pistons opened the season with
clght straight wins, [Inished above
500, but didn't have a good enough
record to reach the playoffs.

This makes up for 1968 when the
Plstons won their first two playotf
games in Boston, then dropped four
stratght.

Thls makes up for Game No. 7,
1974, against Chlicage when Bob
Lanjer was more interested in rene-
gotiating his contract than winalng a
title.

‘THIS MAKES UP for the drafting
of Reggie Harding, Terry Driscoll,
Bob Nash, Ear]l Tatum, Roy Hamil-
ton and Walter Luckett. It almost
makes up for trading DeBusschere
{for Bellamy and Komlves, never get-
ting Rudy LaRusso, swapping draft
picks to take Kelser ahead of Mon-
crief, and dumplng Ricky Picrce. It
makes up for taking Marvin Barnes
in the ABA draft instcad of Moses
Malone. It makes up for Ron Lee's
three-point bricks.
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It makes up for Herb Brown's lox
and bagels sesslons with Kevin Por-
ter, Bob McAdoo's malingering and
Eric Money's tantrums,

It makes up for Kelly Tripucka
getting scorched by Bernard King,
Antoine Carr’s fleeing to Italy and
Dick Vitale’s screaming, “I'm a fall-
ure,” when the Pistons couldn't exe-
cute a simple In-bounds play to
clinch a victory.

It makes up for that dreaded pass
against Boston in the sixth game of
the 1987 playoffs. This also lets us
forget Vinnie Johnson and Dantley
smashing heads, Dennis Rodman's
Ii-advised comments and Rod
Thorn’s fines.

Somehow people think Adrian
Dantley deserves a ring, but I can't
feet sorry for AD. He had hls
chance, It was Game No. 6 in LA, a
wide-open turn-around jumper on
the baseline that could have clinched
the champlonship with just over a
minute to play.

IF YOU'RE LOOKING for some-
body to feel sorry for, how about
Terty Tyler? He and John Long
were the glue, the players who held
this franchise together untfl Jack
McCloskey brought in fresh troops.
Somchow, 1 wish Terry had a piece
of that ring,

1 feel sorry for Dave Blng, the
classiest Piston of all time. Certalnly
1 wish he was standing on that podi-
um, accepting congratulations from
the commissioner,

Or how about Don Adams? He was
the man they called “Smart” not
very good, but a team player all the
way. Or Willie Norwood, John Men-
gelt, Otto Moore, Cliff Levingston,
Joe Strawder, Bob Quick and Eddle
Miles? And don't forget George
Trapp, the man they called “Instant
Heat?” Or “the Geezer” — Howard
Porter?

These were the good guys and now
we have the “Bad Boys," which bas
to be the most overblown tag or la-
bel ever stuck on an NBA team.

Remember, of course, the NBA of
the '80°s is Hollywood and Bmdwny
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Sinking ship?

Whitlow tenders resignation at Madonna

By C.J. Risak - has
slatf writer
Just when it seemed Madonna College’s athlet-
poment ad s s _basketball by
course has been altered.
Baob Whitlow, hired only one year ago to gulde
the Fighting Crusaders’ men's leam on athletics. The com-

a3 it entered the NAIA, is expected to lender his
resignatlon by the end of this week because “they
don’t have any scholarship maney."

Whitlow, who assisted Lynn Reed at Oakland
Communlty Cullegc before taking over at Ma-
donna, school’s or
Its lack of support. "l 'm dlsappointed with what's
happenlng over there,” he satd. “They keep jerk-
Ing {me) around. I can’t slgn anyone. I don’t want
to promlse them somethlng and then not deliver
(15

WHITLOW'S E‘mNA‘I‘lON could jeopardize

mittment last year sccmed genulne and, after
Whitlow gulded a makeshift tcam to a 13-17 sea-
son, the fulure Jooked bright.

But Whillow claims the lack of financial sup-
port stymled his efforts this season. “You can't
play good teams with plek-up guys out of the
hallways,” he safd. “1 bad some good guys lined
up, but they're not going to come here now.

“Ray (Summers) said last year they were
golng to give me a little bit of help and keep
Increasing It every year, He talked one way, but
when it came right down to It he didn't bave the

Madonna's scason. He
satd he has already conmclcd several of the col-
Ieges he had on next season's 35-game schedule
and cancelled.

Ray Summers, Madonna’s athletic director,
would not comment on Whitlow's pending resig-
natlon “because he hasn't submitted anything. 1
can say it would be unfortunate for Madonna if
we were to Jose coach Whitlow."

also refused to on lhe fu-
ture of Madonna’s men’s team should Whitlow
resign. “At this point, the jury’s still out on
whether or not men's basketball will survive," he
sald. “We're still on hold.”

Accordlng to Whitlow, Summers had no con-
trol of the athletic budget. Instead of recelviog
funds to work with, Whitlow said he was
promised “$4,000 if I.could ralse $4,000 first
There was no moncy unti! I went out and
1'1 They wouldn't give me anything untfl I raised

Whlllnw. who coaches part time (he works full
time for an air freight company), uid he was
hired to coach, not fund ralse.

Asked If hls resignation wa: cerw.n. Whitlow

rcpllod “It's a done deal.”
IMMERS D! PUTED Wb.ltluw 's conteation
tofinda g fund raising. A to the Madon-

Asked if a search would be
coach and save the program for next season,
Summers said, “I think the administration would
try and do that.”

FOR YEARS, the Madonna adminlstration has

na AD, all coaches were hired knowlng they
would have to ralse money for their programs.
“{The coaches) were made very aware of it,”
satd Summers of the fund-raising responsiblli-
tles, “Our scholarshlp endowment for athleties

every year. It still hasn't been able
to match that of other colleges, it's true. We got
fInancial disclasures (rom several other colleges.
‘The administration is well aware what we're up

Madonna's NAIA District 23 opponents bave
budgets as large as $100,000 (at Sicna Helghts).
Whitlow said he submltted a budget to Madonna
for $20,000, “We were by far the least” in the
district, In terms of money avalfable for basket-
ball, said Whitlow.

“I could have gotten by with §15,000, but thoy
wouldn't even talk to me (directly} about it,” he
added, “I would talk to Sister Nancy, then she'd
take It fn to (Madonna president) Slster Franci-
fene, But they never made a decision, until they
told me I would have to raise the first $4,000.”

MIKE GEORGE, the Crusaders' baseball
coach, sald be knew from the beginning (he was
also hired last year) he would be expecied to
ralse money for hls program, “Bob's situation
was different than mine,” said George. “He
doesn't have the resources to raise money I have.

“If we hadn't ralsed $12,000 last year, we
wouldn't have bad a program. There wasa't any
money budgeted for baseball last year.”

George added he dld not receive any matching
funds a year ago. He will this year.

Summers said the administration has guaran-
teed a maximum of $17,000 in matchlng !unds
for athletics,

“Coach Whitlow hasn't the time nor the re-
sources to fund raise,” sald Summers. “I think
he’s frustrated. He cannot compete in the re-
crujting wars with colleges that have budgets in
six figures.”

Whitlow said he wanted Lo coach somewhere
this year, If possible. He has talked briefly «ith
St. Mary's College coach Glen Donahue abuut an
assistant’s position.

OCC pulls pivot move with big recruit

By C.J. Risak
staff writer

It'a far too carly to make plans to
be at the 1920 National Junlor Col-
lege Athletic Association Division II
men's basketball champlonships —
isn't it?

Listen to Lynn Reed, Qakland
Community College's coach, and
such a thought may not sound 50 out-

andish,

“I'm really excited about our
chances,” the OCC coach admitted
after his llst of

all wrap, into one,
seript. It's CBS and Brent Musberger
and Boston-baked reporting.

Funny as it may seem, the Pistons
were never the “Bad Boys" until
they beat the Cettics.

Light up a cigar for me, Red Auer-
bach.

1 KNOW THE the Pistons still be-
long downtown and they've catered
to a different type of clicntele to fill
thelr plush arena.

But this week I can overlook all
those negative things. I can overlook
that a guy named “Brow" | now the
team’s official cheerleader.

Remember Gus when you think
fondly of this champlonship season.

The man who chanted “hoo” from
high atop Cobo was simply ahead of
his time.

What Gus was “hooing” for was
Vinnle Johnson, the modern-day
“Hoo,"

Vinnle seems to cpllomize what
this franchise starved for and what
it has become,

Thanks, Bad Boys, for giving us
this long-awalted moment. We de-
serve it.

and newcomers.

But all coaches are bubbling with
optimism during the recruiting sea-
son. And much of Reed's confidence
is generated by a few maybes.

But there are enough certalnties

to convince one that the Raiders
may indeed make a return trip to the
INJCAA 11 tournament next spring.

For one, Reed returns. It was in
1987 that he gulded OCC to the
NJICAA 11 champlonshlp. Last sea-
son's disappolnting 13-14 campaign
can only make him more determined
than ever to rebulld the Ralders.

Alsa, six players — 6-foot-3 Mlke
Bailey, 6-6 Tolne Murphy, 64 Tim
Robinson, 6-6 Tim Maxfield, 6-2 Ed
Pasque and 6-2 Bobby Dlnges — will
be back, glving Reed an experienced
nucleus to bulld upon,

THEN THERE are the redshirts
— players in the program last year
who dldn’t play. That includes 6-4

edy (“An explosive jump-
cr,” sald Reed), from Florida; 6-0
Starling Stevens, from Saginaw; and
6-0 Mike Shelman, from Detrolt.

Now for the rest of the good news
- the recruits, Freshmen certaln to
be part of OCC's program next sea-
son are Ear] Mack, a 5-11 guard, and
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Pedro Ellis, a 6-3 forward, bath
from Pontlac Northern, Wayne
Parris, a 6-4 forward from Walled
Lake Western; John Bonner, a 6-8
transfer who didn’t play for North-
wood Institute and will bave two
years of eligibllity remalning; and 6-
0 Roger Sheldon, from Rochester
Oakland Christlan.

The size of the neweomers makes
it obvlous OCC should have no trou-
ble rebounding next season. But it
doesn't end there. Reed has a few
sizable transfers who could contrib-
ute heavlty.

LEADING THAT list arc Derrick
Groce, a 6-8 center from Detroit
Northern who played a year at Odes-
sa Junlor College in Texas, and Cor-

nelius Woody, a 6-8 center who
played a year at Unlversity of Michl-
gan-Dearborn. However, both must
pass several classes this summer {0
be eligible In the fall.

One transfer who has no such stip-
ulation is 6-9 Ross Fuller, who
played a year at Yakima CC .in
gln!shlngum. Fuller will be eligible

Reed has most of his playcrs com-

peting in a summer league in Flint.
Xn splte of their talent, some of the
freshmen tay be redshirted. But
that's not so bad; Tim Forfinski, a 6-
4 Farmington HHls Harrison grad
who didn't play his first year at OCC,
has been offered a scholarship at Ur-
bana College in Ohlo alter a solid
1988-89 season for OCC.
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