Superintendent’s son’s plight
shows need for group homes

Brad Gorvelink
»

Task force
attacksiills
of county
system

Short-term crisis housing,
resplte care for those who provide
housing for the mentally ii, both
paid and unpaid providers, and de-
velopment of a home-finder, some-
one to coordlnate all housing ef-
forts, are among the 13 recommen-
dations of a 15-member task force
appolnted by the Oakland County
Mental Health Services Board to
study (he problem of housing.

Most $mportaat, the task force
recommended  full-management

+ status for the county board, calilng

! for all state moncy for mental
heaith to be spent through the
county.

“Houslng is a long-standing un-

, met need in Oakland County. There

Is an immedlate need for 2,000 ad-

ditlonal beds,” the report sald.

- " Money can come from government

‘ granis, emergency money or In-
creased budgets, it said.

“I'm an optimist-pessimist,” said

- Peter Hartman. A 20-year veteran
of the mental health field, Hart-
man chaired the task force.

“Part of the problem is there is
no communlty support. You know,
the squecky-wheel thing. But men-
tal health Is not a priority,” Hart-
man sald.
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vate faclllty called Hope Rehabilita-

Three weeks ago, Brad Garvellnk,
24, the son of Blrmingham school Su-
perintendent Roger Garvellnk, sus-
talned permanent bratn damage af-
ter belng hit by a truck in front of
the group home for the mentally il
:n Grand Raplds, where he was llv-
ng.

‘The accident was the latest trage-
dy in the life of the young Garvelink,
the milddle of three sons, a Groves
High School graduate whom his fa-
ther sald was “Mr. Personallty, very
bright, qulte athletic and a real lead-
er” untll struck with mental illness
at the age of 17 in 1882,

In the agonizing years since, near-
ly half a mllllon dollars bas been
spent on Brad's medical care and
living accomodatlons, including
nearly threc years In a private psy-
chiatric hospltal for adolescents in
Minnesota called the Witson Center.,

Last August, he transferred to the
group home in Grand Raplds, a pri-
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tlon Network that cost Lhe Garvel-
! 1y from $1,100 to $2,500
monthly, depending upon Brad's con-
dition and the services he requlres
each month.

Located 150 miles from the family
home in Birmingham, the facllity
was sclected because similar bous-
ing was not available in Oakland
County.

“I7'S HARD TO BELIEVE. One of
the weathlest counties In the country
and unable to help its mentally Wi,
We're much more gencrous to our
troubled-well (paticats suffering
from temporary condltions who are
expected to regain mental health)
than to our chronically i1, It's really
a crlme," Roger Garvelink sald in
frustratlon.

The only local alternatlve for
Brad was hospitalization at Clinton
Valley Center, a public psychlatric
hospital in Pontlac, at a cost of $300

dally,
“It's a rldiculous expendlture, es-
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peclally since what he needed cost
much less. Michigan is centurles be-
hind In caring for [ts mentally I),"
Garvelink added.

In fact, for every Oakland County
restdent suffering from mental ill-
ness who is adequately housed, it Is
estimated another two are pot.

Last June, for example, there
were 2,105 beds in foster and group
homes, offering varying levels of su-
pervislon, rehabilitation and support
services. Another 75 or so bedz pro-
vide Independent llving arrange-
ments for those requlring minimal
supervision. Of the total sumber of
beds, three-fourths were allocated to
:he mentatiy retarded and the clder-

Y.

Based “on the number of phone
calls we receive for help, that we
can't belp, that eventually stop call-
Ing for help,” Glen Jackson of Oak-
land County Community Mental
Health Services estimates there are
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