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Jason Kocembo of North Farmington

'RANDY BORST/stall photographor
made the All-Observer

team in the 1,600-meter run. Kocembo, shown winning the city
title in that ovent, had a best time of 4:26.9,

Connie Mack baliciub
finally swings into action

Mantle unit
steamrolls
Northville

Three pitchers combined for a
no-hitter and Shondelt Currie col-
lected elght RBI as South Farm-
tngton crushed Northville 22-0 In
a Mickey Mantle baseball game
Tuesday, -

Reggle McKinney was the
starting and winnlng plteher,
working the first two Innings of
the five-inning contest. South is 5-

0.

Mike Campbell pitched the
next two and Brian Vicebio the fi-
nale. Campbel] struck out three
and didn't walk any, McKinney
and Vicchio walked twe and
{anned two.

Currle got the maximum punch
out of his two hits. He followed a
bases-loaded double with a grand
stam and later drove in an eighth
RBI with a sacrifice fly.

Dennis Pirronello was S-for-5
and had one RBI, and J.J. Burley,
John Benninger and Scott Laka-
tos had two hlts apiece. Benn-
Inger also scored three runs, had
two RBI and stole three bases.
Campbell walked four times, hita
sacriflee fly and scored twice.

On Sunday, Seuth Farmington
edged the Delrojt Eagles 63
when Vicchio walked and scored
the winalng run in the sixth lo-
ning. After stealing second, he
came home on Hurley's RBI sin.

gle.

Les Luark was the winning
pltcher in relief of Lakates, who
walked the first three batlers,
Luark went 5% innings, giving up
five hits and three runs, before
Tyrone O'Neal came on to plich
tha last 1% Innlngs. .

Hurley, Benninger, Campbell
and Erfc Wlesner had two hlts
aplece. Campbell drova in two
runs, and Benninger and Wiesner
had single RBI,

After having the start of its season
delayed by weather and other com-
the South F
Connle Mack bascball team f{inally
got down to the business of playing

Saturday.
Coming off a 22.5 p In

By élnve Kowalaki
stall wrlter

The All-Observer boys track team
Is an intriguing group, one that in-
cludes strength, speed, bralns and
Jason Belalre — who happens to

, bave all three qualities. :

. Belalre, a four-year letterman at
Livonia Churchill, is Observerland’s
1989 Trackman of the Year. Belaire
also ltettored In football and basket-
ball, ang is extremely bright in the
classroom.

Belalfe owns three school records
and two Western Lakes Actlvities
Association standards, and he will be
remembered most for his ail-around
ablllty. This year, he {lalshed sixth
at the Class A meet in the 300-meter
hurdles and won the reglonal high

mp.

“It has really been a pleasure to
have such a tough ecompetitor and
talented athlete all wrapped up in
one body,” Churchlll coach Fred
Price said. “Hls contributions to
Churchill track have been many and
we will miss him dearly.”

The Coach of the Year Is Richard
Gordon, who guided Westland John
Glenn to the WLAA meet title, as
well as a reglonal erown.

Introducing the 1989 All-Observer
boys track team:

FIELD EVENTS

Jason Gutting, Farmington, shot
put: Gutting, a senlor, won the West-
ern Lakes Activities Assoclation
meet with a throw of 48 feet, 5 inch-
cs. His toss of 50-2 at the Oakland
County meet gave him third place
and it was Qbserverlond's best this
spring.

Gutting was fourth at the regional
{47-8%) and he won the Farmlagton
City Meet.

*“Jason has been extremely consel-
cntlous and a pleasure to coach,”
coach Jerry Young sald. "When a
big, talented athlete becomes
motivated to practice hard-and im-
prove technique, the result usually
produces a champion. His future Is
going to be exclting and very
rewarding.”

will consist of Lichtman, Gary De-
vine and Chad Burgess, who is more
noted for his ability on the track
than the baseball dlamond io the
spring. He will attend Grand Valley
State on a basketball schalarshlp.

roster also in-

which South Farmington was a re-
glonal flnalist, the ballclub split a
double-header with Wyandotte, los-
ing the flrst game 5-4 and winning
the second 7-0,

South Farmington had its scason
opener pushed back by Farmington
Hilts Harrison's success in the high
school tournament and several
ratnouts last week.

The team returns seven players
from Jast year, but notable losses In-
clude Jason Hicks, Joc Whitefoot
and Joe Jentzer — the three of
whom combined for & 13-3 pitching
record.

South Farmington's roster In-
cludes slx players off tho Harrison
varglty team that was co-champlon
of the Western Lakes Activities As-
soclation and won a district title.

KEY RETURNING players are
catcher Rob MacDonald, pitcher/in-
fielder Jason Lichtman, first base-
man Jeff Skinner, skortstop Leo De-
vine, pitcher/utllity player Mike
Dorocak and pitcher Cralg Murray.

MacDonald had an outstanding
season Jast summer, batting 412 and
driving in 36 runs. Lichtman hit .378,
Skinner .346 and Dovine 333 with 19
RBI. Dorocak, a ;288 hitter, was 3-1
as a pitcher and Lichtman 2.0

South Farmington hopes to make
up for the personncl losses by adding
Rich Roy and Andy Welghill of
Clarenceville High, P.J. Green and
Chris Schmld of Farmington High,
Adam Havey of Birmingham
Brother Rlce and Gary Devine, who
will be a junlor next fall at Harrison.

Welghill hit 522 and Roy .520 for
the Trojans last spring, Green .420
and Schmid .300 for the Falcons.
Schmid also had a 3.2 pitching
record. Havey hit 430 and Devine
349 for thelr high school teams.

Murray will spearhead the start-
Ing rotatlon, coming off a marvelous
senfor campalgn at Harrison fn
which ho posted a 9-1 record and had
130-plus strikeouts.

The other starters wili bo Roy,
Schmid l’nd Dorocak. The rellet corp

uth F
cludes Steve Fitzpatrick, who played
at North Farmington, and Matt
LeMicux, an "88 Clarenceville gradu-
ate. The leam is coached by Mark
MacDonald, Dave Turnqulst and Bob
Murray.

THE LITTLE Cacsars Connle
Mack League of which South Farm-
ington is a member has been expand-
ed to 18 teams this year. The league
now takes in teams from the Ann Ar-
bor-Ypsilant! and downriver areas.

In the second game Saturday,
Schmid and Murray combined on o
S-hilter. Schmld went six inningy for
the viclory, allowlng four hits. He
also struck out seven and walked
one. Murray gave up one hit and a
walk in the seventh before eventual
1y striking out the zide.

Havey had three hits and Skinner
two, Green had a two-run single, and
Skinner, Leo Devine and Havey add-
ed RBI singles,

In the first game, Joe Venturini,
who pitched for the South Farming.
ton Mickey Mantle team two years
ago, was the winning pltcher for
Wyandotte. He was Melvindale
High's ace pitcher last season and
wiil attend Heary Ford Communlty
College as will Murray.

Roy, the losing pltcher, had a no-
hitter  through four lnnlngs, but
Wyandotte scored all flve runs in the
flith, Murvay got South Farmington
out of the inning, and Burgess ro-
tired the side ln the sixth, .

South Farmington did all of ita
scaring In the seventh. Lichtman's
sacrifice fly and three stralght sin-
gles by Roy, MacDonald and Leo De«
vine made the score $-4.

MacDonald, however, was thrown
out at the plate when he tried to.
score from second on Devine'a hit,
-ending the. game. In the second in-
nlng, South had the bases loaded
wlth no outs but falled to score.

Leo Devine and Havoy had two
hits apleee. Venturlni went tho dls-
tance, allowing 11 hits. But ho struck
out 10 83d walked one.

Top trackman has tools fo

all:area boys

1969 ALL-AREA
BOYS TRACK TEAM
{roprinted Irom Monday)

FIELD EVENTS

Shot put: 1. Jason Gutling, Farmingion; 2.
Shawn Wahace, Wayne Momodal J. Tony
Shaled, Farmington Hita Hardson.

Discus: 1. Zakm Cunmalal. Horh Farming:
ton; 2. Eric Shoppard, Rediord Union: 3. Jell
Ealstow, Lvonia Church

tong jump: 1. Wendatt Smith, Wayno Mo-
morlak 2. Dartel Kelogg. Rediord Thurslon;
3. Dureyah Talum, Wayne Memorial,

: 1. Jason Belako, Livonia
Fogar Parry, Plymouth Sefor: 3.
Steve Wallaco, Garden Cily.

Pols vault: 1. Miko Blanchl, Redtord Unon;
2. oronzo, Livonia Franklin; 3. Brian
Kert, Livonia Churchil

RUNNING EVENTS

100-motor inxdles: ). Tiber Pattesson,
fiedlord Cathoic Cenlrat, 2. Shayser Barnes,
Wayne Momorlal, 3. Ryan Polny, Livoala

Churenit,

/300 hurdies: 1. Fedin Wiutiow, Westland
Joe Glenrs 2. Joft Sabuwck, Rediord Calholc
Conlral; 3, B4ad Asmatrong, Gardon Ciy.

100: 1, Civls Woodbock, Recford Unlon 2,
Oavo Owens, Redford Catholc Centrnl: 3.
Trent Kaumchet, Livonia Churchil.

200: 3. Sleve Johason, Redliord Bishop
Borgess: 2. Andriw Dabbins, Wesliand Jobo
Glonn; 3. Stevo Burkson. Piymouth Saiem.

400; 1. Carl Lowe, Westiand John Glenn: 2.
Ron Slaples, Plymouth Cantor; J. Steve
Wiseloy, Wostland John Gienn.

3,200: 1. Mike Sharidon, Redlord Catholic
Confral; 2, Joft Barringor, Fasmingion Hils
Hation, 3. Joli Fedewn, Rediord Catholic
Conteal.

RELAY EVENTS

400: Woyno Momorial (Aaron Allen,
Shayler Bares, Dometiece Weich and Deve

ond Geratd Perry): 3. Wostland Jobe, Glonn
(Randy Seach, Ferkn Whiliow, Cheis Gumke
and Andtew Dobbins}.

800; $. Wayna Momorial (Alion Buford,
Dometreca Weich, Dave Rodriguez and
Dueyoh Tatum): 2. Westiand John Glenn
Feckn Whitlow, Carl Lowe and

Sebuck, Matt Puttl
nnd Tider Pallorson) .

,600: 1. Westiand Jobn Glenn (Stave
Wizolay, Forin Wihitiow, David Rynn moc Cart
Lowe): 2, Wayna Momcrla! (Alen Bulord,
Oureysh Tatum, Dave Roddiguez a0d Pl G-
s0n); 3. h Canton (Joff Pryclak, Dave
Washanko, Erk: Miller and Ron Stapiea}

3,200; 1. Westiand Joho Glonn (Joa Zawol,
Jin Zuxawski, David Ryan and Can Lowe) ; 2.
Ptymouth Salern (Scolt Siryker, S‘-!m Ham-

r SUCCess

Zalm Cunmulaj, North Farming.
ton, discus: A three-sport star, Cun-
mulaj capped a brilliant high school
career by placing first In the discus
at the Class A meet. Cunmulaj, who
also was an All-Observer football
player and wrestler, had the arca's
best throw, 163-11.

‘The team caplaln captured the
WLAA meet crown, placed first at
the reglonal, and second In the Qak-
land County meet.

“'Zaim's a great person and a hard
worker,” coach Mark Bechard sald.
“He works with the other discus
throwers, helping them out. I do not
think Zalm bas reached his full po-
tential In the discus, having thrown

only for two years. Aod if he throws
In coltege, he should be a good one.”

Wendell Smith, Wayne Memorial,
long jump: The senior was Wayne's
most valuable performer, and his
long r!;m:p of 22-4% broke a school

record.

Smith won both the high jump and
300-meter hurdles at the
A League meet. He cleared 6-7 in the
high jump indoors, and this spring

DAL LY

Grasley, whose team tled Class 40
runnesup Monroe for the Wolvering
A regular-season title, R
Juson Belaire, Churchlll, bigh
jump: The Jasoo Belalre Era haj*
ended, but hls records might nevef,
be forgotten — or broken any time!
300D, for that matter, R4
The Observerland Trackman ‘of,
the Year exlts with school records ia!
the 300 hurdles (39.45 110 burdleS;
(14.4%, and high jump {6-8), He alsy’
leaves with WLAA records In the 159,
hurdles and high jump. k3
Amoog his accomplishments thiy
spring were: regi champiois:
high jump; sixth place, Class A .
300 burdles; titles at the WLAA med}:
In the hgh jump, 110 hurdles, aod
300 hurdles; 110 hurdle champion 8t
the Observerland Relays. b
Belaire also figured In three of 1b8
Chargers’ four relay eveats d
his carecer. He was a three

4
ol
Mike Blanchi, Redford Union, pole;
vault: Bianchl, a senfor, was a Norily
west Suburban League champlon,
and a runnerup at the reglonal. Bix
best clearance of 12-8 gave him Of-
serverland's third-best jump. -

He also cleared 5-9 in the high
Sump and posted a time of 53.9 ln'!;hn

400 run. %
“Mike wotks hard,” coach Jim
Gibbons sald. “He takes pride in.his
performance and the way he regre-
zents himself, He's a great team
" >

RUNNING EVENTS

Tiberia Patterson, Catbolic Oes-
tral, 110 berdles: The Catholl¢-
League champlon established a
school-record in the 110" hurdles,
clocking 14.2. Patterson, a sealor,
won the Operation Friendship
plonship against the Detroit Public
School League, and he was a stats

his best jump outdoors was 65, qualifier. :
Smith also competed on oceaslon In *Tiberia made remarkable prog-
the 1,600 meter relay. ress, as this was only his second year
“Wendell’s versatility made him & ruzning track and first year rmning
key member on Wayne's hamp. 2.
onship (Wolverine A) team,” sald Joe Please tum to Page7
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manlzed. We use our own highly

your satisfaction, Don't settle for toss.

FREE ESTIMATE — FREE DESIGNS FLOWER BOXES
OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE BUILDING =
DORMERS, ROOM ADDITIONS, SIDING & WINDOWS

0 DOWN FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-446-MILL

Deck Your Halls with the
Finest California Redwood:

The Lumber MIIl's high voluma makos It possidle
for you to enjoy the extra quullt(y; end parmanent
ood looka of Architectural Grade
odwood for lliitle more then the price of Wol-
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