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By Janice Brunson
siaff writer

‘The economy in southeastern Oak-
land County remains strong, accord-
Ing to some area business owners,
corporate executives and others, but
most have assumed a defensive pos-
ture anticlpating a possible down-
turn.

Others suggest a downturn may
already be close at hand.

"We've just had' the strongest
month ever in 31 years of buslness,”
said Dennls Dicksteln, former prest-
dent of Whe Southfleld-based Bullders
Association of Southeast Michigan
and owner of real estate offlces In
West Bloom!leld, Blrmingham and
Rochester.

In May, Dickstein's sales totaled
$31 million, $8 mlllion more than in
any other previous month, with Blr-
mingham the most actlve office.
Overall, new housing sales are down
slightly, but residentlal resales re-
maln strong, he said.

One new project, Meadowrldge on
Middlebelt just south of 12 Mile, is
“going like bonkers. We're selling

one a week,” Dicksteln added. Start. -

ing In price at $139,000, 16 homes in
the 76-unit devclopment have al-
ready sold.

But,“the economy can’t remaln
roses forever. Bullders, developers
and banks have beco burmed in the
past.” In case of a downturn, Dick-
steln sald, many businessmen have
reduced risk factors, avolding “lev-
eraging iInto limbo and belng left
hanging on a dead limb if the econo-
my turns.”

JERRY MCKEON, a Birmingham
broker who 1s current president of
the Birmingham-Bloomfield Board
of Realtors, is emerging from two
months in which sales were “slightly
down" In his office.

"I'm not alarmed. 1 have every
reason Lo be positive. Interest rates
are down, But we've had an early
summer market,” McKeon sald.
Normally sales in April and May are
brisk, {ollowed by a general slow-
down in July and August when peo-
ple vacation. This year, McKeon saw
brisk sales in January and February
and slower sales in the spring.

Mortgage broker Jeanne Abbott of
Farmington Hills antlelpates a
strong fall market. “Buslness has
been excellent and the economy Is
healthy. It looks very positive into
the fall.” .

Abbott, a former Troy school
teacher who founded Executec Mort-
gage Corp. less than two years ago,
said the business tlu steadlly grown.

Is Oakland economy shaky or strong?

‘'m not alarmed. I have every reason
to be positive. Interest rates are down.
But we've had an early summer market.’

She has ploy from
two to six and everyone works seven
days a week, Abbott managed her
tirst weekend off in nearly two years
last month.

Gayla Houser of the 560-member
Troy Chamber' of Commerce sald
business in the Immediate area re-
malns strong and based

— Jerry McKeon

President, Birmingham-Bloomfield

Board of Realtors
with jobs In other sectors nearly dou-  connecled to the automotive indus-
bilng as the number of automotive-  try, increased 11 percent and pow
related jobs has remained constant  comprise 33 percent of all jobs in the
the past seven years. county, while manufacturing pos!-

The situation is most dramatic ln
Qakland County, according to Jeseph
Joachlm, director of the county's

on feedback from such chamber
bers as Time an

[ and elop-
ment, who sald new Jobs here exem-

automotive deslgn and engineering
firm. Company offlclals told Houser
there are no indlcations of a cutback
in orders.

MICHIGAN'S ECONOMY, once
nearly entirely dependent vpon the

and the streagth
of the county's economy.

Between 197, the peak year of
employment before the 1982 reces-
sion, and today, jobs in the private
sector increased 32.5 percent or by
170,000 poaltions, compared to 20
percent nationally and 8.2 percent

aute [ndustry, since
the last major recesslon In 1882,

In h Service posl-
tlons In Qakland County, those not

tlons, those related to the automo
tive industry, fell 10 percent.

In addition, the total value of new
construction starts in the county last
year totaled $1.5 billion, up from a
paltry $250 million in 1982. Howev-
er, in recent months the county's
economy has “cooled slightly,”

Slnce the flnal
county has “tracked the natiopal
economy” and sustained a solld 3
percent growth rate. Joachim be-
lieves the economic plateau is here
to stay, at least for the immedlate
{uture.

quarter of 1988, the |

“TODAY'S ECONOMY Is good,
not a barn stormer, but bealthy,” be|
concluded.

on gor'pcruu nccounts, West} .

Rosenbaum said county diverslfica-
tion, especially into high technology,
is strong. He also agrees the county’s
economy Is good. . -
Stil), “we are tied to the auto In-
dustry and if it takes a down turn,
there's the ripple effect that we're
bound to feel,” Rosenbaum sajd.
Some economlsts and industry ob-
1 rvers belleve there are signs an
1 wnotive slump is at hand, New
cai sales are sagging 5 percent ln
spite of tempting incentives and re-
tooling plants are cutting back,
. trying to reduce swollen inventories.
Marsball Bell, maoager of Shear-
son Lehman Hutton In Blrmingham,
said he Is optimistic about the future
economic outlook. “We remain very
bullish We're recommending equi-
ties for the longterm. The typical
investor, if he can afford it, should
be 65 percent in stocks.”
Bell's final advice: "“Take advan-
tage of the good Uimes.”

Legisiators put
rival state aid
plans on ballot

By Tim Richard
staff wrlter

One day 1t wasn't there. The next
day it had a two-thirds vote of both

At the same time
Detroit and many cities

of the state L
and §t will be o the Nov. 7 ballot.

“It" Is a pair of rjval baltot pro-
posals to change the way Michlgan's
560 public school districts are fi-
nanced.

“It came up much too quickly,”
sald Sen. Doug Cruce, R-Troy, who
voted agalnst it. “You wen't find any
of my fingerprints on that, There
was not a lot of debate. There were
no committee meetings.”

"I FRANKLY don't have the in-
slde on what lit the fuse,” confessed
Rep. James Kosteva, D-Canton, who
usually is on the tnslde, He sald
members of Gov. James Blanchard’s
staff mct with House minortty lead-
er Paul ‘Hillegonds, R-Holland; and
one or two others from the Demo-
cratic slde, and out came the twin

proposals,

Sen. Rudy Nichols, R-Waterford,
said the Senate had to take two roll
calls because the plan fell one vote
short on the flrst try.

“They pulled a cat out of the bag.
A dead cat,” sald Sen. Jack Faxon,
DF(?rmlngtnn Hlits, a negative vote.
A

duct their g /
elections, state voters
will decide whether to
support both, either or
neither of these two
plans.

mittee has bee
March 7.

Faxon sces an opportunity for
mischief. *I question whether you
can tc-bar Lhis to bllls whose effect
is unknown,” he said, catling the step
a “substantial Maw.” .

-tting on them since

SEN, FAUST and Rep. Kosteva
both lean toward the second phan.

“It's fundamental, long-term
change. It addresses the complete
problem — schools and the property
tax,” sald Kosteva. He sald the 2-
percent plan was supported by in-
formula districts such as Wayne-
Westland bul not by out-of-formula
districts such as Plymouth-Canton.

“I was in touch with every super-
" sald Faust. “The majorl-

dele-
gate in 1961-62, Faxon sald it’s im-
proper to load two items inte a sin-
gle leglslative vote.

But Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-
Northville, disagreed on that point.
“We've done It before on band fs-
sues,” he sald. But Geake voted
agalnst sending the plans to voters.

“There was tremendous pressure
from school administrators and
unions,” explained Sen. Willlam
Faust, D-Westland, who voted to put
the plans on the ballot and probably
wlll endorse the larger of the two
plans.

AT THE SAME time Detroit and
many cities conduct thelr general
electlons, state voters will decide
whether to support both, either or
nelther of these two plans:

An early version of the Harden
commlttee proposal — a balf-cent
increase in the 4 percent sales tax, It
would pump $¢00 milion luto
schools with no property tax relief.

The revived Nye-Oxender propos-
al — a 2-cent Increase In the sales
tax effective In 1990, with $468 mil-
lion golng for schoals and $1.1 billlon
for property tax relief, In a share-
the-wealth, part of the property tax
would be collected statewide instead -
of by districts — 14 mills of buslness
property and nine mills of home and
farm property.

1f both receive majorities, the one
with the most yes votes takes effect.

It's not 100 percent certaln those
propesals will be on the Nov. 7 bal-
fot. They ave tied to [ive House bills
amending business property taxes
ond toking the sales tax off some
utility bils, The House has approved
them, but the Senate Finance Com-

ty wanted the 2-percent one and
urged me to vote to put it on the bal-
lot,”

Faust added, 1 was surprised at
some of the Republican votes,”

While Senate majority leader John
Engler, the probable 1390 GOP gu-
bernatorial candidate, voted po, such
leading Republlcan lights as Dan De-
Grow of Port Huron, John Schwarz
of Battle Creek, finance chairman
Norm Shinkle ¢f Monroe and Wil-
lam Sederburg of East Lansing
voted yes.

ENGLER WANTS existing and
growing state revenue pumped Into
schools as a No. 1 priority. “We need
new priorities, not new taxes,” he
sald.

Nichols of Waterford agreed, cven
though “I have one of the more trou-
bled school districts in Michigan. . .
Pontlac. They want school finance
reform, and they, too, belleve we can
find a way to bring more money Into
K12 education through existing state
resources.”

Geake agreed. “I support increas-
ing funds for publlc educatlon
through growth in the state general
fund,” he sald.

Geake said oul-of-formula dis-
tricts such as Livonia, South Red-

ford, Plymouth/Canton and
Clarenceville wouldn’t beneflt, al-
though Redford Union could.

*“They're getting hold of our school
money," sald Faxon of the 2 percent
plan. "They've got our road money
now." Several schools in his Seoate
district notably Farmington,
Southtield and Novi — have large
property tax bases.

How our reps voted

Here Is how area leglslators from
Oakland County voted on the plan to
put two school tax proposals before

voters:
HOUSE
The total vote was 89-16,

Yes — Democrats Maxine .
man of Southfield and Willred Webb
of Hazel Park; Republican Jan Do
* lan of Farmington Hills.

No — Republicans Mat Dunaskiss
of Lake Orlon, Davld Honlgman of
West Bloomfleld, Judith Miller of

Birmingham and Gordon Sparks of
Troy. P

SENATE

The total vote was 26-11,

Yes — none.

No — Doug Cruce, R-Troy; Jack
Faxoen, D-Farmington Hills, Rudy
Nichols, R-Waterford.

Present but not volng - Rlchard
Fessler, R-Commerce. His absten-
tlon has the same cffect as a aeyg:-
tive vote.

EpiSmile, for the smile you've always wanted.

Achieve The Designer Smile

EpiSmile™ is o remarkable new tooth beightener cnd
cleanser thot can give you whiteness you can measure.
Safe and powerful, it is the result of yeors of research by
Dr. Irwin Smigel, innovotor in the field of aesthetic
dentistry and a leading New York dentist. Having earfier
developed the technique of denta! bonding, Dr. Smigel was
particulorly determined to find o new,
removing formula for his patients with bonded teeth, o
formula he lafer ascertained to be just as safe ond
effective on natural teeth. :

non-obrasive, stain-

EpiSmile also prolenfs ogainst ploque. CalProx!* the stain
remover in EpiSmile, works by dissolving an invisible loyer
of protein that constantly forms overstooth surfoces and

attracts stain and ploque. When that fayer is removed,
there is nothing for stain ond plague to adhere tfo.
EpiSmile olso contains fluoride so it may be used in ploce

of regular toothpaste.

Inside the EpiSmile box is o unique
lets you measure the improvement

your teeth. Measure before you start, then brush twice a
doy os directed. Generally after three weeks, you will

begin to measyre the ditference. Your teeth will certainly
.slicker, smeother.
way 1o the brighter smile you've alwoys wanted.

fee! different right away

EpiSmile comes in a 4 oz. pump continer, $12. Cosmetics,

all stores except Twelve Ooks.
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