i
|

“iEen

. O&E Thursday, Juno 22, 1989

‘Advocate for peace’ is author’ $ massmn

ny RM L. Hdhv

Hebu been called a terrorist. Hls
encmles say he has no cause, just a
.desire to wage war. Under his lead-
ership, his country has actually lost
-some of the land it is trying to con-

geddon. Yasser Ar:

the PLO, is viewed by most as the

fanatle leader of a terrorist organt-
7 2atlon.

Yet Alan Hart, a former British
foreign televislon correspondent
with 15 years of experience covering
the Middle East, has writien a book
that palnts quite a dlfferent portralt
yof the man who is consldered a mere
1 earicature in the Western media,

“Arafat,” Hart sald, “is & man
driven by a burning sense of injus-
tice at what has been done to his peo-
ple

Oddly cnough, Hart has dedicated
thls book, “Arafat: A Political Blog-
raphy,” to those at the other end of
the 40-year-old conflict — the Is-

raclis, .
“To my many Israell and other
} Jewish friends . . . in the hope that
\Lhcmry!hhbookhummlwm
\cnmungc them and Lhi;h" friends to

review

“Detroiters,” Lo 2ald, “are asking
quuﬂnmA:B‘Tbey are saying, ‘Glve ua

more.! cricans geof are
more receptive now.”
Durlng the 1988 tour, Hart

appearcd on approxlmately 300 talk
shows, He and his agent approached
40 U.S. publishers, but each declined
to take on a title about such a poten-
tially explosive tople,

“They (the publishers) were afrald
the (Isracll) lobby would organize
boycotts agalnst the bookshops,”
Hart sald.

When Hart announced in early
1988 that the book was revised to in-
clude the 1988 uprising In the occu-
pied territordes, 18 Amerfcan pub-
lishers showed Interest and many
had very positive

the “inside llary‘ of the 1938 Pales-
tinlan up:

The llnll chaptor, ‘‘Lasat
Thoughts,” offers Hart's perception
of Arafat and how history might
view the leader,

“Basically what I say to my read-
era s, ‘Look folks, you all know ap-
proximately Israel’s version of he
Palestinlan's story because we've
Ead It for 40 years. What you do not
know Is that there Is another slde to

story — the Palestinlan side,
Arafat's llde, the PLO, side.' It’s {the
book) an attempt to tell the whole
lwry through™ other than Isracli
eyes.”

3ays, 'Why the bell should we make
peace with the Jews in Israsl?” But
what the head says 1s, ‘Wo have no
choice. Isracl needs a leader with the
courage Lo make Lkem face up {0 es-
sentlally the saame thing and the re-
allty that Arnl'al just could be a
peacemaker.’

With the book’s one-sided ap-
proach to coverlog the Isracli-Arab
conflict, Hart accepts that ke runs
the risk of belng deemed an advo-
cate of Arafat and the PLO.

"But what I am in this book is an
advocate for peace,” Hart said.

‘The Jews are the intellectual ellte
of the Western civillzaton and the
are without a doubt the

THE MOST message
the book brings, according to Hart,
comes from & conversation with his
friend Sholomo Gaxit, a former di-
rector of military inteillgence re-
search in Istael,

“The troublo with us Israclis is
that we've become victims of our
own ** Gazit sald.

from readers,” Hart sald.

“But when the crunch came, it
was Indiana (Unlversity Press) that
had the courage to go ahead. l:’
simply time somebody ended this
conspiracy of silence about the man
Arafat and the mllly ol his cause
and what he

,glvc peace a chance,”

yrea
! “PEACE IN the Middle East”
) Hart sald, “is why I wrote thls book.
1 H we are to have peace, we need dla-
|Ioguc, dialogue, dlalogue, And if we
s are to have dialogue and debate, we
1 must actually have both sldes of the
*story,
. "Whlt I'm hoping to do with this
1 book 1s provide some balance so that
>there can be a ratlonal dialogue in
) pre that that will lead to
| peace.
t Hart recently traveled to the met-
s ropolltan Detrojt area as a part of a
#national tour to promote the revised
'vculou of hls book, released in Eng-
: lnnd 1n 1984 and the Unlted States in
+ 1988,
WHILE HERE, Hart was inter-
H vl:wcd on local radio stations, spoke
‘to groups at the Ramaliah Club In
Livonla and the Metropolitian Unit-
ed Methodist Church in the New Cen-
ter area of downtown Detroft, and
made an appearance on Channel 50°s
“Morning Break” talk show .

HART GAINED first-hand knowl-
u.-dge of Arafat and what Hart calls
his “desire for a compromise peace
with Israel and his nbully to d:llver
it" during a 1979 pence Initlative.
Chosen by certaln “enlightened”
Israell leaders in London, Hart was
to negotlate a peace agreement be-
tween Arafat and leaders of the La-
bor Party, which was attempting to
unscat Menachem Begln fn the com-
ing electlon.
nexpectedly, Begin won the elec-
tion, “which blew negotiations out of
the waters,” Hart sald, and the [nitl-
atlve was aborted. But it allowed
Hart to “get to know the man's soul.
d % came out of that,” Hart
said.

THROUGH HUNDREDS of hours
of Interviews with Arafat and the
leadership of the PLO, Hart's work
provides an in-depth look at Arafat
as a man and a leader, Set in its
global context, the book offers a de-
tailed account of Arafat’s activities
from 1948 to what Hart describes as

“Israel has shifted propaganda
aver the years,” Hart sald. “Firat
“they said that the Palestintans don't
exlst. Then they sald, ‘Ah, but they're
a bunch of terrorista.’ Lately, u:ey ve
claimed that you can't trust Arafat.
“The- Israclls bave been able to
convince us for all these years that
the Jewish state has stood in hour-
by-hour danger. There has actually
never been a serious Arab military
threat to Israel. It's all propaganda.
The problem ls, that they now be-
Heve "
Hart palnt. a dim picture for Isra-
el's future if the country’s leaders
unwilllng to negotiate. In 15
to 20 years, Hart estimates, the num-
ber of Arabs will actually be greater
than the number of Jews in Greater

Israel.

“THEIR OPTIONS will then be to
give everybody the vote, in which
case the Jewlsh state would be killed
by democracy," Hart sald, “or deny
ke majority and a minerity of Jews
will rule by repression a majority of

Arabs,

“Or they could ‘solve’ the problem
by driving all the Arabs out of the
occupled territories, creating more
bitterness and leaving Israel totally
without friends In the world.”

“In every Palestinian, including
Arafat, there Is & conflict between
the head and the heart. The beart
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1n(ellec!unl elite of theirs,” Hart
sald, “and .together in peace and
parl.nen)nlp, with their brain power
and resources, what they could do in

peace is the stuff that dreams are
mndc of. And from my own secret
peace inltiative I know it's possible.”

“Arafat: A Political Biogra-
phy,” iz priced at $18.95 in paper-
back and $39.95 in cloth cover, To
order, call 1-800-842-6758.

Ruby Batley is an area free-
lance writer.

British author Alan Hart sald the world is well acquaintod with
the Isracli version of the Palestinian conflict. The book is an
attempt to tell tho whole story through other than Israeli eyes.
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