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Detroit Public Schools third grader Audria
Miree has litlle room for her belongings in the

School aid reform issue now goes to voters -

8y Tim Richard
statf wrller

Only one can pass. And the major
supporters must declde which they
will p

Volerl on Nov. 7 will decide which
= I elther —hol two state school
money pro tosupport.

{'We're m.ng our peuple not to

oppose eilher one, We've supported
both In'the past,” said Latry Chuno-
. vich, the former Southficld math

teather'who heads the Michlgan Ed-
ucation Association, the largest
teachers’ unton.

MEA delegales will dectde Aug. 5
whether lo support Plan 1, a hali-
cent increase In the sales tax worlh
$400 million to pub]le schools, ¢
Plan 2, a twi wl.
$400 million for publle schools and
$1.1 billton for property tax rellef.

" THE HANDFUL of state legista-
tors from Oakland County who sup-
ported putting the pair on the ballot
must m-ke similar cholces.

" “I'll probably support both," safd
Rep. Wilfred Webb, D-Hazel Park,
who s the officlal sponsor of the
nm plnn In the legislative history

: “I'm golog to support the half-
cent,” said Rep, Maxine Berman, D-
Souul(icld, who dislikes tho tax-base
sharing in Plan 2.
1 apprwe orbum' sald Rep. Jaz
tan, R-Farmington Hills. Of her
Iellow legislators who argued two
years befors voting to put nnylhln‘
on the ballot, Lhe freshman Lo
er sald, “They've got to get or( Lhelr
butta. The problems are not just here
put outstate.”
Other arca represcntatives voted
bo. All of Ozkland's state scoators
elther also voted agalnst putting the

pmpouh belare voters or abstatned.

Oppozed will be several business

dents.

Larry Chunorich
MEA president

groups — the Michlgan State Cblm
ber of Commerce, Amdala

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/staft photographer

overcrowded, no frills classroom of 34 stu-

“If they (local units) have a tead-

ency to back one, we say, ‘Don’t op-
pose the other.” We need one to pass.
We have to find out which.”

By law, if both are approved, the
one with the most yes votes will take
effect next Jan. 1. A voter-approved
amendment to the state

,

years of leglilative debate, it
now will be up to voters (o de-
clde on the critical issue of pub-
- lle school finasce reform.

‘The long-running resentment
between rich jand poor publlc
school districts, and among tax-
payers will now be taken from

By Daug_Funb Those districts who receive
Staff Writer most of their revenue from
g property taxes also include
There will be Do summer va-  Bloomfield Hills, Southfield,
cation for thast interested in the  Troy - Rochester, West Bloom-
future of Michigan's public fje]d’and Walled Lake.
schools, Aftet more than two

Districts spent dl!_(erenl
amounts per pupll, too.

Ferndale spends $3,807 per
student, while Birmingham
spends $7,270, according to re-
cent figures, But Ferndale out
taxes Blrmingham 44,4900 mills
to 28.33 mills.

Some argue that the quality of

An equal shot for all’?

And the question remains: I3
the dollar a reliable barometer
of educational opportunity?

“People tell me dollars don't
make a difference,” said Donald .
Bemis, superintendent for public
instruction in Michigan. *“Then~
let’s take from the rich district .
and glve to the poor. Theyd-
scream like murder,”

DOES SPENDING more
money produce better-educateds
children? How much money.
enough? How do the scheols cur-
rently spend their money? .

“We have to take the dollars.’
we have now and use.’
them better,"” Bemis

“Everyone bas a stake
in equaiity,” sald Ber-
man. “No one knows
where the next medical
school gradusfe is com-
ing from. We are de.
pendent on ah’ educated

the balls of government to the pgucation shouldn’t depend on
‘supper table.

“There's n¢ question
there i3 a ve:ydcrlucal )
problem,’’ -sald state [/ i
Rep. Maxine Berman, EVEI}:OHE has a stake in
D- Southfleld, who sits equality. No one knows
on the Houss taxation "
committee. - where the next medical

school graduate is coming

from. We are dependent on
an educated society.’
— State Rep. Maxine Berman

Stould the federal role
in public education be
expanded, or should it
even have a role? The
U.S. Constitution ls silent..
and for all his talk about
being the “education,
president” George Bush’
isn’t promising many
new spending initiatives.

Are state policy mak-

soclety.” J

EDUCATION AlL-
READY is big business in Mich-
igan.

Public schoals statewide col-
lected $5.7 ?ullon for grades
kindergarten thmugh 12, adult

and 5
programs during academic year
1986-87,

That figure, according to Wal-
lace Beggs, a state education
department financial consult-
ant, breaks down to:

= $3.7 billion !n locally gen-
erated property taxes.
« $1.8 billion in state aid.
« $234 milion in federal dol-
lars.
There are major differences
in bow indlvidual districts
raised that money.

SOME SCHOOL districts,
such as Birmingham and Farm-
ington receive almost all their
operating revenue from local
property taxes. Others, like
Ferndale, count on state aid as
a major reveaue source,

where students live. Others
question whether equity Is even
a realistic goal.

Still others argue social fac-
tors, not per-student spending,
play a greater role in whether
students succeed or fall in the
classroom. A recent study of
Michigan school districts con-
cludes that student achievement
is affected more by family in-
come and education levels than
by teacher salaries, class sizes
and other educational costs.

DEMAND FOR property tax
reform further complicates the
entire school financing question.

“Rellance oo property tax to
fund education is the cause of
inequity; however, there is noth-
lng wrong with the formula. Th-
ere's not enough money to fund

Berman said.

i,

The two ballot questions re-
flect the inability of the Legisla-
ture and the governor to reach a
consensus on a reform school fi-
nancing/property tax package.

and lndusnhl lu bne sharing. Ber-
man's territory has two major out-
of-formula_school districts, South-
Helm Blrmingham, with large

“The concept that lll property be-

is required to raise the sales tax
rate.

CHUNOVICH DECLINED {o say
how much money the MEA would
pit Into the campalgn.

It bas been widely reported the
Democratic-leanlng union didn't buy
into Gov. James J. Blanchard's fund-
raisers, first because It was saving
its cash for the money campalgn,
second because it was miffed the
governor didn't back any school

money propoal sooner.

Blanchard 13 to support
Plan 1, which came out of a commii-
tee he called together. Ho considers
Plan 2 to have no chance of voter

approval.
P h d the total

ers and (
Michigan Auocuuon al Home
Builders, Michigan Merchants Coun-
cll and National Federation of Inde-
pendent Businessea.

CAL EYES will be ou the
MFA when its 60-member board
meets in Sault Ste. erla to decido
where to concentrate not only Its
‘money but its member power. There
1% one board member foc every 3,000
{eachers plus others to tvpn-ent
higher edmdon and support staff.

“We're looking at the lungdn

We're looking at the (state -ld) dis-
uibuuon formula,” Chunovich sald

Y.

"Wa will nol oppose elther ooo.
We're having be in al! 17 re-
glons of the stata with In!on‘mllou

on cach proposal.” Wayne County is
Rugion 2; Oakland, Reglon 7.

Ch
umpdxn would cost *“in the nelgh-
borhood of $3 million. We look to a
lot of mups." he sald, clting assoc:
atlons of school boards, school nd-
ministrators, manufacturers and a

wl
868 local efforts.
BERMAN,

of It going Into the state school ald

formula. “Tt's p-hubln and very
" she eald.

But Plan 2 invelves levylng part

of the achool operating property tax

A FOURTR- larm .

longs to at
best, communlsm al worst,” she
zald.

‘Under Plan 2, all school districts
wuudwme‘Sa formula™ — that is,
roceive stm ald. “That places
Southfield and Birmingham at the
whim of memumugﬂmcm,
wblchhumdghltaddn-mmalhll
is gdng to come after ca."
Sheuluphnuumumepmp-
crtyuxmlldiotbcrdmrld-—lo

part cf Troy, sald Plan 1 is most

ltkely to pass.
“Having two proposals bothered
but it was the ocoly thing we
mdmammmmrm
they’ll both go down,” he sald.
Webd sald Plan 3, with its provi-
slon for tax-base sharing, “is really a
" IUs the 8o~

It's strongly supparted by
no:lu )ug: Paul nmm R-

Webbhbolhemdbythcmequl

percent for at a time

What plans would do. .

of differeat school sy»

Curreat property tax rate of 28.38
mills would ba cat 7.2 percent for

percent and all the
mooey for through 12- Bloomfleld Biks — per pupll re-
grade public athooks. sources ralsed 1.7 percent to $8,980.
2 would ralss the zalestax to  Current property tax rate of 25.19
8 percent, pamping $400 millica toto  mills would be cut 34 percent for
and §1.1 billlen homoowners, business unchanged.
tax rellef. Here is how area school Qarencevills ~ per pupll ro-
cts 33 have been affocted if meuubedlupumunﬂ,m
this plan beeh tn effect in the cur.  Current tax rate of 37.0
rent fiscal bear. mills would be cut 48 percent for
(fPlanzqwu. these numbers  bomyeowners and 33 porcent for busl-
areia year it of date, but they  peas
: oy ooes ~ per pupll
thastate, | ralsed 4.4 pereent to $8,078, Current
Jt property tax rato of 30.65 mills
Aveadale — per pupil resources vnuldbnmlupmuarhome-
Curreat r8, basiness

—~ per pupil resources
ralzed 7 percent to $4,333, Carrent
tax rats of Sl&mﬂh
woald bo ent 33 lor home-
mcnmdﬂ!permtlarhml-

ers wrong to link proper-
ty tax reform to schooj’
financing reform? O

State Rep. Willlam R. Keith,
D- Garden City, chairman of QM«
House Education Commmee.
doesn’t think so.

“Everyonc’s going to uy,'
‘what’s In It for me?’ ” ke said.®
“People with no kids in school:
may vote for it (a sales tax in-;
:“ujﬁ), if they get property tax:

Studles indicate that a majorl-«
ty of households within any. dis--

triet don’t have children in the.

public schools, Ignatavich satd.
Keith pegged that figure at 80
percent. co=
So what's the Interest of those
people in school finance reform? -
Observer & Eccentric report.’
ers and cditors attempt to an-
swer some of these same qum.l
ons in this series.
They find that while the pmbw
lem is read!.ly apparent, sol lutl
ons aren’t.

Staff writers Judith Ben}d: v
nnb'ruster

and Sandra A
tributed tp this sww
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