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Expectnuons often an mure
than

Russ” Thompson (Matt l-‘uwcr) L1

d “Bat- without
man‘ (C+, PG-13, 120 mlnntel) isa comlc potential of his churacter
perfcet example of that:  Rick Moranis also could have gotten

premise.

- ‘Desplte its excellent, stylized look
and Jack Nlchelson's first-rate per-
formance as the Joker, the uped
. crusader flounders through
hours of questionable plot ﬁmt'
weak on continuity and credibllity.
Most of the acting is unlnsplred and
< thé heroles are laughablo while the
script generally iso't.

Anton Furst’s production design is
apprpriately dank and gloomy, an
Image of urban decay and corruption
¢ somewhere in “no-time" between
‘Metropolls” and “Blade Runner.”

: 1c forms are among “Batman's” best
fc:plum

dJack Nlcholson ag the Joker may
be the villian of this plece, but from
a viewer's polnt of view, he's the
real hero, “Batman” only sparkles
with excltement and electriclty
when the Joker Is on sereen, Exit NI-
“chalson and out go the lights. Figure
- that one out on your decoder ring,

kiddies.
Nicholson plays the Joker with
manie delight and such verve that
' even stupld llnu like “You wouldn't
hit a guy wearing glasses, would
‘you?" are dellghL{ul!y ehergized. As
well, he glves new meaning to the
.old cliche about “bats in the bellry.”
- Nicholson alonc is worth the ticket

price.

Michael Keaton, however, is dull
and leaden as one of
the lowest energy levels to appear
on sereen in a lopg time. The [ntel-
lectual, philosophlc approach just
doesn’t work here.

. THE SAME Is truc of Kim Bas-
inger, who puts on glasses and u-h:
to play

a bit more mileage out of the nerd
Inventor cliche while the two wives
— Marcla Strassman and Kristine
Sutherland 2s May Thompson —
lack deflnition and Intensity,

The kids struggle through a back-
yard jungle which is visually excel-
leat although a little too

HOIy fantasy, ‘Batman,’

Dan
i Greenberg

Grading the movies

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

"Lamoncn of Anbla

plastic. Plants do look different un- T - .
o ford ot some A+ | Top marks - gure o pleasa The -
of the blzdes of T Just mﬁdn't look |A | Close behind - excellont )
:?m,%:ﬁ;?x sf“m J:gﬂ: A~ [Stitin running tor top honors Known Egypllnn actor Omar Bhalil (loft) and
ought to swell box offlco coffers.

Sach 18 oot the about | B+ | Pretty good stulf, not perfect
“Crusoe” (D+, PG-13, 100 minates). [B | Good
1f yon get past some overly artlstie
sea boulders, “Crusoe” 1s a visually |B. |Good but nolable daficiencles
beautiful portrait of the
Island location but C4+ {Jusl a cut above average
slow In pace.

Aldan Quian I the e ol doce € _{Mediocre
falrly well with what little he's lLlV- Not so hot and slipping las
en, but face it; an Isolated man has c pping fost
little to do and less to say. Movles @q- Tha very best of the poor stutl
Tarely capture a person's internal D |p 8y John Monaghen
mzv kn the story of Rob. gor special writar

eryone ows the story o .
time out It's the D- {1t dossnit get much worse A man alone, exhausted from the

lale ol bad tnble manners and 2 |F | Truly awtul heat walks across the desert toward
man, stranded, without sun block, on o ing yellow sun and almost
a tropleal island, };m never gets a |2 | Reserved for the colossally bad Bl certain dealh. It's a grand emotional
tan. Go flgure. (. ewed by Su- g moment, yet its impact is all but lost
san Fincham.) |+ _{Noadvanced screening on the conflnes of a television

Patience {s the key to finding en- sereen.
joyment in “Vamplre's Kiss"” (B-, R, “No Holds Barred™ (*) (PG-13). Even durlng an occastonal theatrl-
90 minutes). The payoll is a sarpris- Hulk Hogan grunts and groans. cal showing, the desert sun has faded
ingly strong insight into the disinte- “Pet Sematary™ (B-) (R) 105 minutes, through time to an almost cool pink
gration of one man's fragile psyche More gore for Stephen Klng fans. — far from the filmmaker’s original
as Nlcolas Cage's performance *“Plak Cadlilac” (B+) (PG-13) 90 min-  Inteat.

burns up the screen.
ergy Is passed off as eccentric be-
havior until the true luplications of
his delusions come to light.

ELIZABETH Astley brings ber
10 thie

Tove Interest. -The scmsuous comIc
style she displayed in “My Stepmoth-
crls an Allen” Is totally absent , . .
and missed.
- {he flim's major faults, however,
are murky continuity and a strange
mixture of comic books, herolc fan-
tasy and reallsm. The um
doesa’t work unless the performan

es are inspired which, with the ex-
ception of lbe Joker, is pot the case.

The entire conclusion of the film
turns on one_unllkely pistol shot by
tFe Joker which docsn't work, given
all the technology at Batman's com-
mand. There are a number of other
questionable plot structures and the
story of Batman's childhood Is told
twice — and the two versions dlsa-
gree. Sarty, guys, I can't decode that
onmy ring.

“Honey, I Shreok the Kids” (B+,
PG, 105 mingutes) is a cute and clever
update of the mr.rni “Incredible
Shrinking * movies with Rick
Morank as the nerdy bead of the
Szallnsk! houszhold whul suffering
from some minor marital strife be-

Szallnski (Marcia

parently 13 trying
potential while Dad 19 off
in hls own, laventive little world.
‘This unne plot complication
slows down the {llm’s o, 2.

Once the snotty kid next door, Ron
Thompson (Jared Rushton), hits a
bascball through the window and
sets off Fathér Szallnski's Incredible

Shrinking Machlne, proceedings are
- off apd running. ch and his brother,
", "“Little Russ” Thumpwn (Thomas
Biown), come and sud-

presence proceed-
ings with earihy sophistication, In
fact, style acems to be a major con-
sideration in a “Vamplre's Kiss.”
‘Thereln’ lies an inherent problem.
For all {ts style “Vamplre's Kiss” ls
missing quite & bit of substance as
logical questions run rampant.
‘This is 2 film which {5 better upon
re.necﬂon {or a lot of its humor and
ge Is more on the the
conlext ul the blg picture than In the
telllng of the tale, As a general rule,
this does not make good movies, It's
usually a helpful to give audiences
clues about the proceedings before
the flnal half hour,
The upslde of “Vamplire's Kiss" Iy
(hat it not only expects viewers to be
thinking persons, it actually provides
something to think about. (Re-
viewed by Susan Fincham.)

STILL PLAYING: ©
“Desd Poets Soclety” (A+) (PG) 124
minutes,

Robin Willlams® sesiiive portralt of &
flne teacher 1s complemented by excel-
lent young actors as his students.

“Earth Girla are Easy” (PG).

Gena Davis and Jeff Goldblum in scl-fi

comody. .
“Fleld of Dreams”™ (B++) (PG) 111 min-

utes.

Fanclful baseball story as lowa farmer
bullds dinmond s0 Shoeless Joe Jackson
can play agaln,

“Pright Night IT" (C-) (R).

Roddy McDowall In asother vampire
movle.

0" (C) (PG) 102 min-

denly, along wiLh the Szalinski kids,
¥ (Amy O'Nelll) and Nick (Robert
iverd), they’re reduced in size and
{&ced to flght thelr way home
tHffough the backyard "]n.nglz-." It's
mrcxclﬂng, good-spirited trek.

:rm-: FOUF. are excellenl ln meu-

ntes.

1t's less funny the second time.

“indlzna Jooes and the Last Crusade™

(B+){PG-13) 120 minutes.

Good entertalnment, but esough al-
ready.

“K-9"(C+) (PG-13) 100 minutes.

James Belush! in weak comedy about

por*m

hood wn.hout mdensmslon and
streotyping. The pareats are also
well-done characters although “Big

and detective.
“Major League™ (A) (R} 110 minutes.
The American sports dream, live, be-
fore your very eyes.

Batman (MI-
chael Keaton)
protects pho-
to-journalist
Vicki Vale
{Kim Baginger)
as he fights off
the Joker's
goons in
Warner Broth-
ars' now film,
§ “Batman.”

British actor Pater O'Toole. Tho now-

O'Toole and A

1y restored classic, which also atars Peter

engagement.

y Guinn opens

June 28, at the Fox Theatro (or a throo-week

Restoration recaptures
grandeur of Lean’s work

utes,

Clint Eastwood is unexpectedly humor-
ous in comedy about bounty-hunters,
gangland treasure and a girl with a baby.

“Ratn Man” (A+){R) 130 minutes,

Tom Crulse and Dustin Hoifman star
as brothers In every sense,

“Renegades” (C+)(R) 105 mlnutes,

Violent buddy film with Kiefer Suther-
land and Lou Diamond Phillips.

“Road House™ (Z) (R) 110 minutes.

Cliched, violent 2nd unpleasant Patrick
Swayze vehlcle with weak acting.

“See No Evil, Hear No Evil” {*) (R).

Richard Pryor and Gene Wider In
comedy about murder.

*“Star Trek V: The Flzal Froater” {C+)
{PG) 100 minutes

Starship Eaterprise on colllsion course
wilh terrible plot structure.

With the director’s cut of “Law-
rence of Arabla,” beglnning an ex-
tended run this Wednesday at the
Fox Theatre, a flim classic is not
cnly rereleased, but reborn, With 20
addltional minutes and he[g}:tmed

tain lack of coberence In its con-
struction, audiences flocked to
“Lawrence.”" It won seven Academy
awards, includlng best plcture and
best dlirector. Today, the uncut ver-
sion has played to great acclaim In
several American cities. My own ex-
perience with the film during a
screenlng on San Francisco soared
well beyond any upccuuons.

WINSTON Churchill called Thom-
a3 Edward Lawrence (1!5&1035)
“one of the greatest belogs alive In
our time.” While American and Brit-
Ish soldiers perished in the trenches
of World War 1, Lawrence was sln-
glehandedly leading the Arab natlon
to victory agalnst the Turkish army.
Behind the scenes, however, British
generals and politicians were busy
endless en-

color, the new “'L '’ 19 actual-
ly clearer in image, sound and story
than it was o its origlnal release in
1962,

Director David Lean faced an ua-

desert and

huagcl overruns in the gruellng year

t took to film “Lawrence of Ara-
hln " Hig biggest batle, however, oc-
curred back home. Without his ap-
proval, producer Sam Splegel cut me
fim conslderably to increase th
amount of times theaters could lhow
it In a day.

While some critlcs noticed the cer-

VIDEO VIEWING

and charisma,

A virtually unknown Peter
O'Tocle became an international
star upon the release of “Lawrence.”
(Marlon Brande, originally chosen
{or the role, was busy fllming “Muti-
ny on the Bounty.”} Unbellevably
handsome, O'Toale adds the desired
myntery to the complex Lawrence
— who alzo Is sec a3 an exhibitlon-
ist and masochist.

Amoog other things, the restored
verston shows in more detall exactly
what Lawrence 1s trying to accom-

plish in the desert. There are also~:
added shots in the controversial
scene between Lawrence and a
homosexual Turkish gencral (Jose
Ferrer) who captures him, The sadls-
tic general's lips quiver more
lecherously than ever at the sight of
Lawrence’s milky whlte flesh.

The real ‘star of the film Ls atill |

director Lean, who has managed to
Xkeep the epic on a very human level.
His “The Bridge Over the River
Kwal"” (1957) and “A Passage to In-

P

dia” (1984) also have this quality, :

yet, “Lawrence” remalns his grand-
est and most personal eplc todate.

FILM ARt Robert Harris
origlnally contacted Lean about the
reconstruction In the early 19808,
The director was shocked to flnd
that brittle splices and fading color
were taking their toll on the origlnal
negative, With the help of Martin
Scorsese and Steven Spielberg (and
thelr personal teams of cians),
four tons of visual and sound ele-
ments were slited through to cmte
the final cut.

Some of the new shots came from
Lean's private collection, others
from the Columbla Studio vaults.
The team, Including the film’s origl-
nal editor, Anne Coates, worked,
closely not only to add scenes but to
tighten existing ones. It now clocks
in at 218 minutes.

By Dan Greenborg
spaclal wrlter

American society tends to select
popular heroes less for thefr contri-
butlon to the betterment of soclety
and more because of outrageous be-
havior and material success.

The elevation of gangsters, sports
figures and media stars to legend-
ary, mythical proportlons fulfills our
innermost, secret re escape
{rom the tension and boredom of dal-
1y lite,

Public personalities have “cs-

caped” much of Mlfe's drudgery
hence they're atlowed to ignore or
break the rules — or so it seems
these days. This principle applies to
rock'n'rollers more so than to any-
one clse,

“Jerry Lee Lewls: 1 AM WHAT I
AM” s a 60-minute, 1987 video
which reflects that attitude, Despite
all the lurid publicity surrounding

Unlimited Golf
Two Challenging 18 Hole Courses

W Educate Your Game
¥, At Our Adult Vacation Golf School

Our sta#f of professionals teach
you the fundamentals as well as
tha fingr polnts, In all phases of
thegamo,

Formore lnfnm\aklun contact:
ta

nlknd Golf Academy
5203 Plymouth-LaPorte Trall
I uth, IN ﬂESﬁ!

Lewis' carcer, he comes off lookln;
llke a stalwart plitar of western
ety.

’l'he intense passlon rock'n’roll
generates is phenomenal, but let’s
{ace It, the course of western ¢l
zation does not depend on the Top m
Not so surprisingly, however, many
will argue with that as the tone of
this Jerry Lee Lewis documentary
docs. Apparcnﬂy. five umrrl.ngu o~

cluding one to a 13-year old cousln,
extensive substance abuse and other
antl-social behavlor is nothing, given
Lewls' contribution to rock'n'roll
music,

That's the clear message this doc-
umentary projects. Timed for re-
lease with the Dennls Quaid bloplc,
“Great Balls of Fire,” “Jerry Lee
Lewls: I AM WHAT 1 AM" Is a slick,
entertaining hour of original footage
and contemporary testimonials
which leave viewers with a positive
image of Lewls.

PACKAGE PRICE: 3 Day School $365
UULY-AUGUSTHInciuded are all
meals, lessons, motel, green fees,
practice balisand club storage.}

THERE'S P;:)s question tlut his

But old footage and contemporary
lals, in and of th

&Y, a force, which In and of ltul!,
altractive, no matter how antl-soclal
that energy may be — substance
abuse, singing about sex withont re-
spon:lublllly or breaking up plano
500!

The original footage in this pro-
gram features complete pelﬂb
mances which Is one reason this vi-
deo cassetia is 50 attractive. Then
add In testimonials by just about ev-
crybody in the Irmi.nm — Paul

Chuck Berry, Johnny Cash,
Mlckey Gilley, Tom Joves, Krh
Kristofferson, Roy Orbison, Ron
‘Woods and a host of others, Including

4...

Peychotherapy for individuals, families, groups & couples

don’t make an entertalning program.
1t takes Intelligent editing to avold
e boring pattern of old clips, talk-
ing heads, old clips, talking heads,
efe,
Producers Gregory Hall and Char-

4

lle Dick, along with director/co- |

writer Mark Hall have fashioned a
very cleverly edited collection of
original footage, old stills and con-
temporary interviews.

They intercut thefr material so
well and 8o rapidly that the program
never lags. The energy of Lewls' mu-

sic is maintained as one person {in- .

ishes the other's sentence in perfect

phase.
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