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Hitchcock comes into his own

Robyn Hitchcock will perform some numbers from his latost

A&M release, “Queen Eivis,” on
Hall in Detroit.

at Saint A 's

. consclous

By Larry 0'Connor
stafl writer

good sales of “Globe of Frogs.”
One reason s that his songs can be
¢t times. He uses the

Robyn Hitchcock wants to know
what the weather is like here, He's
quite gleeful when he learns that It's
raloy and bumnid.

“Ab, that’s good for growth,” said
Hitcheock, who will perform on
Wednesday at Salnt Andrew’s Hall in
Detrolt.

Perhaps only Hitcheock would de-
light at the prospect of the different
vegetation — weeds and wildflowers
— that would pop up as a result of
rainy conditions. If anything, his al-
bums have been something of a bed
of rich organic life to romp through.

“Queen Elvis,” his latest release
on A&M Records, displays the pop
artist at his qulrky best, The album
is the follow-up to the equally eclec-
tic and enjoyable “Globe of Frogs,”
whlch had both Its dandellons and jts
roses.

There I8 (he contentlon that Hiteh-
cock could easlly write the commer-
clal pop smasheroo that would sell
millions. One gets the impression he
merely toys with the listener, reveal-
ing his pop genius like Mike Tyson
uses a right hook — only when nec-
essary.

THERE'S NO joke in the fact that
Hlnl}:heock is perhaps at the top of his
craft

Hitchcock began plylng his
songwriting skills in folk clubs
around England. He performed for a
while in o group called the Soft Boys,
which featured Kimberly Rew, who
went on to join Katrina and the
Waves.

The Soft Boys spllt, leading Hlteh-
cock to release two solo LPs “Black
Snake Diamond Role” and “Groovy
Decay” in the early 1980s. Dismayed
that the rock world was “In the grip
of synthetlc, technological Lmage-
music,” Hitchcock
dropped out.

He resusfaced n 1084, releasing “I
Often Dream of Trains.”” He formed
The and began touring

MUSICAL NOTES

agaln.

Hia popularity on the collcge cir-
cult 1¢d to his signing with A&M
records in 1988, Commercial radlo
play has been sparse, despite the

al
whole canvas when writing.

Interestingly enough, a song-by-
song description s included with the
press notes on “Queen Elvis,” which
In Hilcheock's case Is like trying to
describe World War II on the back of
a gum wrapper,

“I'm not really interested In de-
scribing songs,” Hltchcock sald. “1
think the listener doesn't need to
have things explained to them.

. Though T.S. Eliot had these
llllle fotes pext to the lines kn one of
his works, ‘Wasteland,’ they were
like academle footnotes. It's one of
my favorites. Maybe I'll do that on
my next album, Il put in these
notes, ilttle reference points as I go
along."

HIS ALBUMS, though, are merely
blueprints, Onstage is where the mu-
sle really comes into full bloom.

*“I wouldn't say tbe songs evolve,”
Hitchcock sald. “I'd say the musi-
clanship does. The songs are
streiched out more on stage. We're
much better live ... We usually
record hem right after they are
written, 50 they arc fresh.”

On “Queen Elvis,” Hitchcock tried
to get more of his emotions out in-
stead of his vision. He belleves he's
pretty much evolved as a
songwriter. “I don't think I could
write a song about what's happening
In Bel]!ng or the Exxon spill,” he

He mentlons perhaps taking a cou-
ple of years off from wrillng to as-
sess things, Before going into the stu-
dlc. Hitcbheock worked Incognlto ina

San Francisco record store.

People would buy his albums in
the store, tot reallzing the guy at
cash register was Hitchcock himsell.
That's not what he remembers most
from the experience, though.

“The Hoover didn't work very
well. One of the speakers in the shop
didn't work properly, 0 cverything
came out In mono,” he sald.

Robyn Hitchcock and The
Egyptians will perform on
Wednesday, June 28, at Saint An-
drew's Hall, 431 E. Congress, De-
troit. For m/ormnlwn call 861-
MELT.

The New York Timea recently
took the time to review Frank All-
son and the Odd Sox’s “Monkey Busl-
ness," a considerable feat in that the
album is on an independent label,
Relapse, and doesn’t have a big pub-
lic relations mackine behind them.

But there's a lesson to afl other
bands and managers out there, Man-
ager Kevin Kozapp, who operates
“out of two closets and a flle cabi-
oet” io his Plymouth residence, does
the work of 20 people at big record
labels.

He's flrst-rate and professional,
He doesnt gush with overblown
praise about the band, He doesn't ask
such tacky questions like “How blg
are you golng to play it up in the pa-
pert” .

Of course, the music is what
speaks the loudest In the end. And
Frank Alllson and the Odd Sox will
be beard hy many more people in the
days to co;

Gury Reithel sent a cassette slo-
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gle our way recently. The song,
“Burn the Crack House Down,” is
nothing less than what we've come
to expeet from our polltical rockers,
Cinecyde. States the press release
that accompanied the tape, “Cloe-
cyde doesn’t like violence and
doesn’t admlre violent peaple. Goons
and racists bave a partlcularly
unappealing vislon. ‘Burn the Crack
House Down' is about regular,
peaceful, hard-working people. Peo-
ple whose neighborhoods have been

. abandened by city government and

the police. People who won’t be
pushed anymore, People who will
(ake a stand when thelr government
won't, If in only a small way, Burn
the Crack House Down' can bring
more government altention to the
problem of crack, crimo and devas-
tated neighbo: rhood: Claccyde will
be satisfled.”

Funbouse, featuring lead ainger
Kimba, had a cassette-release
al the 3D Dance Club in Royal Oak

recently. “Psychodrama” s the
long-awalted elght-song release
from this hard rocking outfit and
should be available at the finer
record outlets in the area.

Ayn Rand's favorite sons Figure 4,
have also released a flve-song EP
“Blind Justice” (Nebula). Figure 4
has also added a new bass gultarist,
Mike Bisch. His previous experience
includes performing with the Scott
Campbell Grogp and most recwu_r
Strange Bedfellows. Blsch can also
be found thudding some bass lines
for Twiggy Barbust and the Lizards
1o Jars.

And we walt. And we wait some
more, The Qrange es’ nlbum
that was due out in March, April,
June and July might not be oot mntll
Scptember, according to the big
Roughie himself, Dave Feeny.

Apparently, "Knuckle Sandwich”
was completed 2% months ago. Noc-
turnal Records in Detrolt is waitlng
for the cover artwork.

‘The band performed at an anti-nt
rally In Las Veges In April and

c0. Also appearing at the show will
be 10,000 Manlacs, Bllly Bragg and
Shocked,

Several people were arrested at
the site, but not the Orange
Roughles.

“We tried to,” Feeny sald. “The
thing was we had a show on Satur-
day. We beard they kept you for 20
hours and we wanted to get back lo
time for our ahows.”

—Larry O’Connor

IN CONCERT

witl
form Monday, June 26, at the Blind Pig.
208 8. Flrst 5t, Ann Arbor. For informa.
tlon, call 996-8555.

® TAJBAND
The Taj Band will perform Tuesday,
June 27, lllhnﬂliudI"‘l;,ZIIBS.Fk-ﬂ.Sl1
Ann Atbor. For information, call 996
855!

® ROBYN HITCHCOCK
Robyn Hitchcock will perform Wednes-
dzy, June 13, at Saint Andrew’s Hall, 431
Detroll. For informatlon,
ull P81.-MELT.

® IDYLL ROOMERS

Idyll Roomers will perform Wednes-
day, June 38, at the Blind Pig, 208 S.
Fulrl St, Ann Arbor. For informatlos,
call 9$96-8555.

® STRAKGE BEDFELLOWB
Strange will perform at
“Rock'n’Bawi” -lun; with spectal guests,
Shouting Clud, Thursday, Jue 29, at The
Garden Bowl, 4120 Woodward, outh
blocks south of Warren, Detroft. Admis-
slon is $4 For Infortnatios, call 833-9350.

® TERRANCE BIMIEN

Terrance Slmien will perform Thurs-
day, Juse 29, at the Blind Pig. 208 S,
Furat St, Ann Arbor, For {uformation,
call 996-8555.

® TRAGH BRATZ

Bratz will per{orm Priday, June
30, at Blondle's Concert Hall, Seven Mile
Road, east of Telegraph, Deu-nlt. For lo-
formatlon, cail 535-8108.

@ URBATIONS

The Urbaticns will perforrn Friday,
Juoe 30, at Alvins, 5756 Cass, Detroit.
For information, call 332-2335.

COLLEGE

tion, call 581-3850.

@ BIG TOWN

Blg Town will perform Friday and
urday, June 30-July 1, at nyum.-, 1
Saginaw, Postiac. For Informatioo,
334-7651.

© FIREWORKS CONCERT

Alabama will perform
July 1, at Alvin's, 57568 Cass, Detroit. For
informaties, call 99-MUSIC, =0

@ JEAMKE AND THE DREAMS
Jeasne aod (be Dreams will perform
Sl!unhy,-lnl]l at the Blind Pig, 208 8,10
First 5t, Aor Arbor. For information, ,
call $96-8535.

-3

LR.S. recording art
ist, Spirit, is one ol
soveral bands who
will perform Friday.»
at Hart Plaza in De-"
) lroll.

et

LOCAL o

Here are b top 10 albums receiving
alrplay oo WHFR-FM, Lbe campas sta-
tlon of Henry Ford Community College tn
Dexrborn.

1, “Doolittle,” The Pizies,
2, “Welcome to (bo Jelly Days,” Lifc fa
'-MBIME

3, “Boczn, Boom . , " Tom Tom Cleb.
4 “u:um:xud."mmm
5. “Nine,"” P.LL.

6. “Exercise In Tenzion,” Dessas.

1 "RooLElooturHa],'Mmudnnpu
8. *“LBT.ABA," Wire.
9. “Love and Rockets!,” Love and Rock.

ets.
10. “Braln Drain,” Ramoses.

beard ¢-5 pm Sundays (r\-pu.u:d 5.»’-“
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays) oo WDTR-FM 90.

1. Slasg Tasg.” Skaskiag Voodoo Doll..
2. “Childbood,”
3 “Tm In Love Again™ e wad the

i
il

HEART SHAPED
WORLD
— Chris Isaak

Halling from San Franclsco, Chris
Isank thankfully sounds nothing like
that city’s other musical luminaries,
Gratefully Dead and Jelferson Alr-
sick, Instaad, Isaak operates more in
the tradition of one man, one guitar,
a broken heart and a bunch of great

5008,

This is his third LP on Reprise
Record and as Isank himself jokes:
“If you have my last two records,
doo't buy this ene.” He uses the same
producer, Erik Jacobsen, as his pre-
vious record, and his band, Silver-
tone, s the samo lne-up as they
have had since their Inception in
1984,

Isank, who Is fast becoming as hip
for his fashionably good looks u hu
musie, resembles an carly El
Presley both visually and to llmcr
cxtent, musically, Thls may be

ag he clalms that hls ﬂnt
introduction to the heady world of
rock'n'roll was when he heard the
original Sun Sessions. Prior to that
e listened primartly to country and
western musle.

It you know Chrls Isaek's musle

youdontnecd to be told this, as

these two [nflucnces are what pres-
col themselves to the listener imme-
diately.

The unique, over-riding character-
istics in the Isaak's sound is his
smooth, evocative voice and his lone-
some, plaintive gulitar walllng at the
moon, His haunting melodles are
well matched by his sad Iyrics of lost
loves.

If these songs arc in any In any-
way true to life, boy, bas he been
screwed around. For example: 7

never dreamed I'd meet lomebody .

llku you. 1 never
ly like you” from !he IODJ
“chked Gme ** which alao features

stay by my side/if love could bave
lasted forever, I'd be with ber today™
from the number, “Kings of the
Highway."”
Truly beautlful, gentle late night
listentng.
- Cormac Wright

ABSOLUTE
TORCH AND
TWANG

— k.d. lang and
The Recliners

Give Ms, ung some credit.

leePnl;yCUne,VoLﬂ."

d. lang has gone out of
hcr wly un “Absolute Torch and
'Nana" {Sire) to profess ber alle-
glance to country music, Sha knows
where ber trus loun:“ln{h be?ot m
the trendy popsters but the blue
and cowboy hat crowd.

Those people e9] will be de-
ll;hlndwllhmnwwrkoikd.hum
She pulls out all the tools

o! the counl on this one.
mtwlnznllheltmignllnrlndlhn
ballads of broken hoarts are all

But the thing that sells the whole
Bothing s ths wind whispeiog
s wl
!hmn the wheat of an Alderta
lum. ‘The almost baunf

t marked

ey produced, are re-
placed by upbeat jangles that heve a
country dance hall quallty to them,

such as “Blg Boned Gal”and *Luck
in My Eyes.”

lang can slow things down as well
as she does on “Wallllower Wlltx,"
which offera a nice balance on
album. lang cotlaborates with Bm
Mink on most of the scngwriting
chores, Mink also handles the string
lrrm:gtmmb oo “Absolute Torch

Bu! It's lang who puts her xlzu-
on several numbers, ope
thm {“I's Me") perhaps llludu lo

berlnddenbonlwl fame.
t you gee oo TV/all thcm

‘ordinary gir}
"vlng.‘ ll‘l‘;hUyw get, ‘:l‘:nme."
on anyono
could ask for.
— Larry O’Connor

DONNY OSMOND
— Donny Osmond

This album is hot. Here comes

Osmond fights the battle of the mo-
sic industry and makes an jncredible
comeback.

Locking a Uke George M-
chael (which isn’t 50 bad), Osmoand
to the Industry that be docs

‘bave scrious musical talent.

and
blucs when he wings *“Sacred Emo-
tioss” and “If it's Love that Yea

han
plenty of soul combined with back.

up singers harmony, mclody, syn-
theslrars and dnon machloea,
“Soldier of Love,” writtza by

.

T
single from the nnum. ltwvaﬂﬁ.h: :

Starken and Rogers, the curvert

charts, a pleasant surprise for Ga
mond and the record label Rada

stations {irst slred Lbe upbeat zonyl; 7 -
without releasing Osmord's nRmAS: .

wock. But how ¢lse could yen orches
trate p comaback?

Apparently, Deany Ozmezd b
benofited from ki hlztey of o da
oda. Ho waa ably to chistre s
R

e back any way, 7o, A"
longes it's p3 goed ea 0 e,
~—GallGCounor




