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Allen taps life in B’ham for laughs

By Bob Sadler
spoclal writer

Tim Allen is a First Ameodment
comic, supporting the right to deliv-
er any kind of material the perform-
er {eels comfortable with — blue or
otherwise.

“1 have defended the right to do

blue material use I've always
liked raunchy material,” sald Allen,
another hometown comic making It
on the patlonal scene. “1 never
thought Blll Cosby was that funny,
When I first saw George Carlin, I
wad amazed. Richard Pryor abso-
lutely made me howl. 1 still Uke to
do It (blue material) now and then."
en asked why such material Ls
a palatable option for younger, less
expertenced comics, Allen offered
an analogy: “If a rock band's music
13 lousy, they just turn up the amps
louder when they play. In the same
way, comics overcome a lousy act

with volume or blue material, I used
it when I necded it. Back then, I
dids't have much else.”

The new material in Allen’s arse-
nal refleets his growth 2s a comlc.
He's found some crazy things In his
everyday Ilfe in Birmingham that
have floored audiences across the
country.

“I'm a homebody,” sald Allen, a
1971 graduate of Blrmingham
Seaholm High School. “I've parlayed
that into material about suburban
males belng pigs. The oaly thing
we're good for is lawn care and vehi-
cle maintenance.”

Allen’s handlness around the house
Is unquestioned. He constders golng
to the Sears Craftsman too) depart-
ment a major rite of manhood. When
hls vacuum wasn't working, he in-
stalled a Buick V6 englne to got it
going agaln, He uses his McCullough
teaf blower for dusting.

COMEDY CLUBS

“f JUST DUCT tape the bigger
things in the room down before,” Al-
len sald.

Saying he never did what he want-
cd to after gettiog a degree in com-
munications from Western Michigan

. Universlty, Allen was prompted by a
writer friend to try a local open
mike night about 10 years ago. He
spent time In bis basement comlng
up with 30 minutes of material for
that first nlght, which resulted in hls
becoming a regular at Mark Ridley's
Comedy Castle.

By 1988, he had beadlined for the
first time — at the Panchline in At-
lanta. He opened for bands like Kool
& The Gang and The Spinners. Flnal-
1y, be got some televislon credils, ap-
pearing on Showtlme's Comedy Club
Network, the Showtime Comedy All-
Stars and a recent Rodney Danger-
field special on HBO.

His earlier image may have been

a reason why Allen was also includ-
ed In a motion pleture called “Come-
dy's Dirtlest Dozen,” a film that s
completed, but baving trouble get-
ting released.

“Some of the comics are stepplng
on some very flne lines,” Allen gaid.

“1 think some people are reluctant to

distribute it.”

Allen hopes the future keeps him
and Laura, hls wife of five years, in
the Detroit arca. He hopes to bal-
ance his show business star, which is
lsllll climbing, with the hometown he

oves.

There's been 50 many great com-
les hat arc from Detroit,” Allen
safd. “I just wish I was one of them.”

Tim Allen will appear Tuesday,
June 27, through Friday, July 1,
at Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle,
2593 Woodward, Berkley. For res-
ervations, call 542-9900.

Here are some listings of come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who is appesring at your
cludb, send the information to:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150,

® BEA'S KITCHEN

Downtown Tony Brown will per-
form along with Skeeter Muorray and
Chris Franklis on Friday and Satur-
day, June 30 and July 1, at Bea's
Comedy Kitchen, 541 Larned, De-
troit. Showtimes are 9 p.m. and 11:15
p.m. For nformation, call 961-2581.

® CHAPLIN'S EAST

Randy Montgomery will appear
‘Wednesday-Saturday, June 28 to
July 1, at Chaplin's East, 34244
Groesbeck, Fraser, Showtlmes are

e

Volunteers Who
Love Happy
Campers!

Sun Deer* campers are
happy campers and It's no
wonder because mast
severely asthmatic kids are
forced to spend thelr
summers ingoors, At Camp
SunDeer?® asthmatic kids
ages 942 participate In
avariety of outdoor
activitles, but they can't do
It without your help. The
limitations and doubts they
face can be diminished by a
volunteer who cares. Your
participation at Camp Sun
Deer® can make all the
difference In an asthmatic
child's summer.

For more detalls contact:
AMERICAN ﬁ; LUNG ASSOCIATION
18850 West Ten Mile Road

Southfiefd, Mt 48075
(315 5595100

5000 CONDULES b L DUDIBNCE
254 DUoIK service

8:30 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday
and 8:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Friday
and Saturday. For {nformatien, call
792-1902.

@ CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH

Dave Dugan will appear Thurs-
day-Saturday, June 20 to July 1, at
Chaplin’s Plymouth In the Plymouth
Hilton, 14707 Northville Road,
Pslyrnnwlh. For information, call 454-
4880,

© CHAPLIN'S WEST

Tom Anzalone will appear Tues- .
day-Saturday, June 27 to July 1, at
Chaplin's West, 16890 Telegraph,
south of Six Mlle, Detrolt. For infor-

mation, call 533-6388.

® COMEDY SPORTZ
ly Sportz at the Heldelburg

Saturday. The club is at 215 N. Maln,
Ann Arbor. Showtimes are 8:30 p.m.
and 11 pm. For reservatlons, call
$95-8808.

® HOLLY HOTEL

Pat Paulsen will perform Thurs-
day, June 30, through Saturday, July
1, at Holly Hotel, 110 Battle Alley,
Holly. Show times are 8:30 p.m. with
addltional 10:30 p.m. shows on Fri-
day and Saturday, For Information,

call 634-1819.

© LOONEYBINN

Leo DuFour will form Friday-
Saturday, June 30 and July 1, at The
Looney Bin at The Roxy, I.94 and
Haggerty . Showtimes arc 9 p.m.
Friday and 8 and 10 p.m. Saturday.
There's a §5 cover charge. For infor-
mation, call 699-1829.

@ MAINSTREET

Rie Schrader will perform Friday
through Sunday, June 30, July 1-2, at
the Malnstreet Comedy Castle, 314
E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. Showtimes
are 8:30 aod 11 p.m. For reserva-
tions, call 998-9080.
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With Live

EVERY SUNDAY EVENING AT CHAPLIN'S-WEST-8:00 P.M. E

: { NOW :
: 3 LOCATIONS :
: COMEDY CLUB & RESTAURANT  :

proudly presents

y7 Drian Ascenzo and

313) 533-8866

The comics you'll see on Sunday nights are
chosen for their sbility ta muke you laught

are Detroit and vicinity's beightest talents
on display. So. come o in and enjoy Cuplin's
Comedy Clubs atest, Laugh-packed innovation!

iﬂ'& COMEDY CLUB

@ Chgiq! WHERE THE FUN BEGINS ?

" Good atanyChaplin's Comedy Club

OMEDY STARS TONIGHT”
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Saturdays §y
at 11:00 AM ¥
(For Ages 5 & Over)

July 22 —“The Bremen Town Musicians”

performed by the Hudson Vagabond Puppets
with life size characters

Comedian Tim Allen is at home with things like a power drill, 7.
He considers going to the Sears Craftsman tool department a
major rite of manhood.

OPEN 7 DAYS
AWEEX
Sunday {rom 2 P.M.
FINE DINING » COCKTAILS » LVE MUSIC » BANQUET ROOM
v
SUMMER SPECIALS AT KEVIN'S
MON.-THURS. .
Homecooked Dinners from $4.95

I -+
WILL KAHLER Entortains You Tues.-Sat, « Poputar Singor BARBARA Mon.-Wod.

4th OF July * vgied
Weekend Getaway ', %4

Bring in the family for fun and relaxation ai‘
the CLARION HOTEL AND EXECUTIVE
SUITES...

Enjoy...
* Qvernight accommodations for 2 adults
and 2 children

* All you can eat Sunday night dinner
includes chicken, spaghetti and.all the

fixins
* Indoor swimming pool and whirlpool

July 4th, /Iz
£

N 410.00 per each additional child i
Advance reservations required based on availability

Clarion Hoftel
& Executive Suites
Farmington Hills

12 Mile & Orchard Lake Road
553-0000




