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condo querieg

Rcbert M.
Melsner

Q. Our condominium has a pomber of
constroction defects. Our condo agsoclation
is having a very difficalt time getting our
plans and specifications from the develop-
er. The city building Inspector seems to be
stalling ax to turning aver whatever docs-
ments the city has, What can we do?

A. Contact the chlef bullding department
official and request in writlng under the
Freedom of Information Act coples of the
plans and specifications for the project.
Also contact the head of the engineering de-
partment by wrilten request. The city
should have the plans on file, which are a
matter of publle record. Some munlcipali-
tles are reluctant to release

UMEROUS letters arrive
dally on my "l& Is Bet-
ter” eampaign to decrease

junk mail by hlvl.ng bulk

mall returned at th er's ex-
pense. All but two (bem from bulk
mailers) beartily support this effort.

Here are some samples:

“You are my herolne for taking on
the junk mall forces! This one col-
umn has made my subsctiption to
the Observer worthwhile. I ealled (a
malter) to get my name off their Ust
and was told advertisrs have a right
to send out mail and the Post Offlce
bas to dellver it and I have no cholce
but to accept it. He sald the only
chance I have to reduce it would be
to rent a post offlce mail box. (I got
one llu.le letter and nn; big plece of

plans, since they clalm that the architect
tetalns a copyright on it.

On the other hand, they should be subject
to review and pedu copying under the
Freedom of Information Act, and if the city
balks, you ahould attempt to contact either
the mayor or ¢ity manager or the board of
trustees, as the case may be, mnca-nlng the

of the clty to itsle-
gal responsibllities. It may become a politi-
cal as well as legal matter, particularly
whcn Il appears that the municipality s
to turn over that §t

should have no reason not to do.

Q. One of the residents in our condominl-
um (s an abasive alcobollc who drives the
womaz beneath hls unit craxy by throwing
things agalnst the wall, belng Jond and oth-
erwise abusive, The person bas complaized
to the of directors and I, as managiog
agent, am concerned that the board is
unwilling to do anything aboot It

A: This is an extremely difflcult question
because it appears that the problem relates
to only two co-owners in the condomlnium
and §t does not affect the rest of the con-
dominlum project. Many boards bave taken
the position that when only two co-owners
are lnvolved for a relatively subjective
item such as nolse or, in this case, alcohol
abuse, they will not get involved because, as
a practical matter, they cannot do a thing
about the alcoholism even if they were to
get a court order,

A co-owner does have the right to scek.
redress against another co-owner based on
the restrictions of the condomlinium docu-
mients, Whether Lhe board has an absolute
obligation to pursue an ndlvidual co-owner

use of a complaint by another co-
owner, when the common area is not neces-
sarily affected, ls a subject with which I
have debated with other community
ation lawyers throughout the Un!wd sum
at varlous seminars we bave attended
throughout the ycars.

Perhaps the board can serve as an in-
termedlary between the two co-owmers Inl-
tally in an attempt to resolve the matter
amicably, if at all posalble. If not, the board
must then consult with legal counsel as to
the necessity and/or propriety of bringing
legal action against the alcoholic co-owner
or otherwise seeking help for the sickness of
alcohol.

Robert M. Meisner is a Birmingham
attorney specializing in condominiums,
real estate and corporate law. You are
invited to submit topics whick you would
tike to see discussed in this column, in-
cluding questions about condominiums,
by writing Robert M. Meisner, 30200
Telegraph Road, Sufte 467, Birmingham
48010. This column provides general in-
formation and should not be construed
as lepal opinion.

Prune with care

How a tree is pruned in its first few years
of life will affect its shape, strength and
cven its life span.

An Wustrated, easy-to-follow guide nnllv:d
"Huw to Prune Young Shade Trees” has

been prepared for homeowners. It can be
obtalned free of charge by writing the Na-
tional Arbor Day Foundation.

The how-to-prune gulde includes step-by-
step illustrations showing how proper prun-
Ing In the early years olnlreu 1ife can
save money in tho long run and result in
safer, more beautiful, healthy, easy-to-

In trees.

tal

The booklet i3 fllled with ullutnmzm
showing you how to make a prunlng cut,
bow to prune for desired form, how to
strengthen your tree by removing certaln
branches, how to maintaln the tree's hulth
by removing trouble spots . ., whea
leave temporary lower branches, and whm
to cut them. |

The booklet even shows how (o hold o
pair of pruning shears and how to make
pruning cuts at the proper angle,

You'll learn bow to shape and gulde a
shade tree when jt's young o that iU's tall,
stralght, strong, and healthy when 1t’s old.

The design of the booklet makes it casy to
browse through to pick vp tips. You'll dis-
cover why treo paint fan't necessary, even
on Inrge cuts, how to select and carn for
pnml.nxtoch. bow to prune according to the
tree's function.

To obtaln your {ree copy of this booklet,
send your name and address to: How to

Prune, National Arbor Day Foundatios, Ne-+

Junk “Resldent”
the ﬂrsl dny I bad my P.0. Box)
Don't 1, as a homeowner, have some
rights to not have mail dellvered
agalnst my wili?

JHS — Plymouth

“As a working mother, I have ilt-
tie time to shop so I order many
things by mall Now I am inundated
wlth anywhere from 10-40 catalogs

every day — up to eight of the very
same ones In the same mailing. I am
nearly ready to go back to shopping,
even with three kids, Thanks for
working on this.”

JM — Blrmingham

“I'm turned off from 30 many so-
licltations. If I send a donation to one
group, I can count on flve new ones

annually (oot counﬂng the alher %
of “wanted"” bulk mail.)
‘l'hhwouldbelnllncwlmlhe
EPA's Feb. 89 réport on solid waste
which states that the Uniled States is
running out of landfill space, causing
a “burgeoning problem.” It under-
scores the need “for a fundamental
change in /tha natlon's approach to
and

ing to the amount of waste they pro-
duce.” Source reductlon 13 a major
focus of it's agenda for action.

My strategy ia to test the response
o this column at the local level. If
ovm'whelmlng support comes from

mmunity, I will appcnl fora
nM.loM] letter writing campalgn to
the Postal Board of Governors just
before the pext postal rate hearings.

Anti-junk mail campaign gaining

organlzmg

asking. They should be rwulmd of consumer goods . American If you care, clip or photocopy this RN LY
keep donor's era bave no tolimit form and return it — or just write to DOI’Othy
tlal" their waste generation because they me — and encourage others to do
IEB — Rochester  are not charged for disposal accord-  the same. Lehmkuhl
*“1) Deslgn the butk mail stamp to
Ilnclude a “refused” box to be

checked and Include cost of return
postage for each plece of junk mail,
2) Allow only recyclable materials to
be used on junk mail. 8) Tax each
plece of junk mall, then use proceeds
to pay for dlspoalng ol it,
LM — Bloom!leld Hills
These last 1deas merit special con-
sideration. If the Postal Rate Com-
misslon won't allow bulk mall to be
returned at the sender’s expense,
perhaps Congress could tax it to belp
pay for disposing of the two billion
pounds of unwanted waste it creates

YES, | SUPPORT "LESS IS BETTER"!

1. I recelve too much junk mall: Yes____
2. The advertising that irritates me most Is:

No___

3. | do enjoy recelving:

Itdid___didnot___

4. [ have trled getting off malling lists:
work.
To get off mailing lists | wrote:

5. The advertisers who bother me most are:

Name.

6. 1 have these constructive ideas for solving the
Junk mail problem: (Use separate paper)

Addre:

City

Zip

Send your replics to:
Less Is Better
organizing Techniques
P.O. Box 330
Frankiln, MI 48025

: t
jl Luxurious quatities Inciude fine

woodsheke roofs,
. ﬁmmlnhm.ﬂwmﬂmcﬂmlmmm

braska City, NE 68410,
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room with dramatic fire-

Come Share our dream, exclusive counlry living: For adults SO and older.
No resident children under the age of 17 years.

« 1 & 2 Bedroom Ranch Units «Hotpoint Appliances
-anate Entries eFullBasements
Clubhouse and Nature Area «Optional Fireplace, Family Room
-Sandy Beach or Pool nd Walkout Basements
South Lyon Green Oak Twsp. Wililamston
COLONIAL A CENTENNIAL FARM RED CEDAR
T ™ ) o neo
ol u e Nt
=4:‘nl, ;i atly Sy
HHOE = = \-~\

WRLUMSTON, 2k 117

=
From 31‘3.900-
(313) 437-8887

From 385,

(313) 437-1159
MODELS OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 12-4 P.M./Sat. & Sun. 12-5 P.M.

From 358,800
(517) 655-3446

Waterford Oaks & Red Oaksf
WATERPARKS

Pool Hours: Opan nuw(hmugh Labor Day wackends, 11 a.m. 1o 8 p.m. /
WATERFORD OAKS—S5¢ot Laka Road {batwoon Pontiac Lak Roed & Do Highway), ///

Pontiac RED OAKS—13 Maa Road (batwoon Joh R & Dequindre), Madison Hoights

m«mmmhmumumwm A
0 H-47804

ONE TICKET INCLUDES: Sond your pame end addrass—including your zip codo— |
All-day usoe of both tha wave poo! and on a post card addressed to
waterslido plus plenic and concessfon areas. OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC NEWSPAPERS
Chlidren nge 8 and undor must bo 36251 Schooleraft, Livoris, M 48150

‘Wl impantialy draw names lor winnecs from your entries,
‘Walch your hometown newspaper Classified sections,
where we will prinl winnar's names. If you ad your name
dassifiod advortisomonts, call 591-2300, ext. .
mmddlhyouwuuwkm. Msasomsyes

Monday winnors must call by 5 p.m. Tuesdzy, Thursday .
-?nmmusla!bySp.m.Fdday Passes willbo malted |

PLEkSE ONLY ONE POSTCARD PER FAMILY

accompanled by a parson nge 15 ar okioer.
ALSO AVAILABLE:

AT RED OAKS—8-hola golf

course with practica putting green, cart

rontal and staster bullding {541-5030)

39-slation driving range, doma-covared for
year-round uso (548-1857)

AT WATERFORD OAKS—Bycyde

motocross racing at one of the top tracks in

the country.«Year-round activities, such as

;qux:r dancing, ftnesa classes and karste « THE
‘'onnis and court games, horssshoes, . . »

shuflleboard, beach volieyball sTwo plenic

shlconr, beach sene | @lgerver & Ercentrit

NEWSPAPERS
30281 Schooloratt, Livonta, M1 £0160(313) £91:2300 205 Esst Muple Blrminghars, 1) 48009 (313) 644-1100




