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Sue Nojarian (left) hefps Margarot Goxmanian
clean up the mass left in the basement of the
* Gozmanian house on Brandywine in the Ken-
in Far Hills on

Thursday.

Larry Virtue stands in the basement of his
Dunford ‘Street house in Farmington Hills on
Thursday. The water lovel rose to 43.5 inches,
as can be secn by the water mark running
around the walls,

Boy survives
wild raft ride
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dispatched to the area to turn off utilitles In homes
with flooded basements when they were alerted to
Sarmed's plight. They walked over to hls porch and
found him crylng.

Sarmed had already returned home afler his har-
rawing experience. He was brulsed but not serlously
hurt. “He was all shook up and his parents were no
where In sight,” Hughes sald. “We bandaged him up,
gave him ice packs and he called his father.”

Sarmed, an cighth grader at Dunckel, sald his "par-
ents were upset. They told me not to do it agaln.”

Sarmed's parents are Manuel and Ikhlas Soka, He
has two sisters, Holly, 19, and Nancy, 24, and one
brother, Sid, 22.
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These kids are shown riding through a big puddie on Kendallwood Drive in the K

of Far

Hills backyards become rivers

By Noroen Flack
stalf writer

Farmington Hills residents want-
ed to ball out Wednesday after the
first day-of summer greeted them
with a flood of dreary weather.

“This was the worst flood In the 32
years ! have llved here,” sald Sooren
Gozmanlan, who lves on Bran-
dywine In Kendallwood subdivislon
near 12 Mile and Farmington Read.

“We had three floods before, but I
have never seen anythlng like this. T
had a river in my back yard.”

It was barefeet or boots for the
Gozmanian family as they worked

together mopping up the remalns of
the water that flooded thelr home.

“I was up untll 3 am.,"” Gozmanl-
an sald, “I bad pumps emptying out
the basement. I had two inches of
water in my kitchen and dining
room.”

The ralnstorm began Wednesday
morning; by 7 p.m.,, resldents were
towellng off,

CARL HASSEL, who lives In the
Nova Woods Condominlums at 13
Mile and Drake, sald it looked like
Nlagra Falls in his basement.

*T called the fire department and
they were very prompt, very help-
ful” Hassel sald, “They moved

Car] Hassel, Southfield auperintend-
ent of schools and a resident of the
Nova Woods Condominiums (n Farm-
ington Hiile, keeps a wary eye on the
drain next to his condo Thursday.
Maintenance personnel from the com-
plex tied a rope around the top of the

drain and connected the other end to
the railing on Hassel's deck. Hassel
was told to pull the top of the drain off
it it should become clogged with
debris as It did during the peak of the
fiood. The other end of the rope can
be scen noar Hassel's Jeft hand.

things and turned off the gas to
make sure It was safe in our place.”

“When I came home around noon,”
sald Monroe Trubley, who lives on
Dunford in Westbrooke Manor subdi-
vision next to Kendallwood, “we had
water’ coming out of our slnk. It
came 1n through the windows and it
was covering the top of the porch.
There was a river coming between
the two houses.”

“Qur kids had the boat In the com-

year. A lot of our records, books and
papers were rulned, but we didn't
bave any major damage.”

Larry Virtue, who lives on Dun-
ford, added to his flood problems
when he cut his finger oo his sump
pump while cleanlng.

“It's golng to take us a few days
just to clean up this mess,” Virtue
sald. “And it's pot over. Another
good raln and we've got-it back
again."

“We just re-dld the basement last

mons,” sald Joan Harrison, who lives Many nelghbors pulled together to
on Colony Park Drive on Colony help ench other out and repalr the
Park across F' flood d “If you need help,”
- Road from Kendailwood. Virtue sald, “you'll get it around

here”

Hills drains rapped
in wake of floods
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a Westbrooke Manor resident for 17
years. “It Is my understandiog that a
study was done to improve the drain-
age system after the A1 flood. We
are wondering what happened to the
study."

Sunalt Padiyar moved to Dunford
last month and clalms he was misted
by the city.

“I had called about the possiblity
of flood damage before I bought the
house,” he sald. “They told me of one
isolated flood in 1989, They assured
me that eve would be fine. 1
found out later that there had been a
damaging flood In 1981."

“It was & total devastation,” Padt-
yar sald. “My basement was filled
with six feet of water. All of our ple-
tures were rulned. They canmat be
replaced. Our house was like an is-
land with water surrounding It."

Thomas Blesell, Farmington Hills
publle services v, sald the
Oakland County Department of Pub-
e Works Is aware of the occaslonal

S

\‘ lovels on cortaln parts of Brandywine wore alm

of K and Brandywine road In the K
03t threo foot deop.

flooding in the Kendallwood area
and relcases flood Information to
prospective homeowners.

“We have a plan in the works for
rellef to the Kendallwood area,” Bi-
asell sald. “We are In the {lrst phase
of removal and replacement of 50
percent of the sewage system In that
arca. The plpes are older and
cracked and they reduce the amount
of Inflow that can go through and
can not carry excess water."

TWO STREAMS come from north
Farmiogton Hiils, bordering West
Bloomfleld, and comblne at Dunford,
causing retentlon of water.

“We need to find an answer on
how we are going to retaln more wa-
ter on the north part of town near
West Bloomfield,” Sever sald, “We
need to work with West Bloomlleld.
Our two communities should look at
a complete dralnage system togeth.
er.”

“It scems by now the problem
should have been tdken care of,” sald
Dorothy Trudley, a Dunford resident
{or 31 years. "We'ro tired of fighting.
We expect more from them.”

Staff writer Joanne Mal.
iszewski contributed to this re-
port.

Ra ldm\t of Dunford In

throoke Manor subdivi-

Wi
| - sion In Farmington Hiits ney-

er lost thair sonse of humor
durlng the flood. This sign

pp along the side of
the street Thursday.
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