poinis of view

Geiger — Local roots
shape NEA’s best bet

SCHOOL 1S OUT for the summer.
The kids are back at home, This Is a
time of relaxatlon before the serious
finger-pointing starts this fall about
the schools,

Easiest target is the teachers and
their unlons. “The biggest problem
with the schools is the goddamned
teachers unlons” Is a complaint as
common a8 remarks about the ralny
weather,

That may be s0. It's mare than
likely, for cxample, that the real
reason the state Leglslature and the
governor have never gotten together
an school flnancing is that the Michi-
gan Education Assoclation (the blg-
gest teachers unlon In Mlichigan) al-
ways wanted more moncy up front
than political cowardlce could sus-
taln.

BUT TEACHERS unions are a
fact of Iife. Victually all teachers in
Michigan pubile schools are unlon-
lzed. That means that even if you
buy the idea that teachers unlons are

part of the problem, they must also
be part of the solution to the “rising
tide of medioerity” that has made
the education of our kids the biggest
gripe subject of the decade,

That is why inslders wlll be paylng
closc attention to what happens this
‘Thursday in Washington, when some
8,000 teacher members of the Na-
Ucnal Education Associatlon open
thelr convention. (The NEA Is the
biggest natlanal teachers union, akln
to the UAW or the Steelworkers.)

What folks do at conventiong (be-
sldes speechlfy, pass resolutlons,
gossip, party and stay up too late} [s
elect officers. And what folks just
might do at this NEA conventlon is
elect & guy from the Michlgan sub-
urbs president of the whole darned
national teachers unlon.

Hls name Ls Kelth Gelger. He used
to be president of the Livonla Educa-
tlon Association, and he went on to
be president of the Michigan Educa-
tion Association and then vice presl-
dent of the NEA.

T've known Keith for 20 years. [
think he's quite a guy.

T first met him just after he had
been elected president in Livonla. He
had a good reputation. Hotshot math
teacher at Stevenson High School.
Basketball ref. Good with kids. Hard
charger. Tough guy In negotiatlons.
{He was, too, for about the first thing
he did in Livonla was lead a long
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strlke that won a pattern-making
scttlement.)

1 got to see him In action about a
year later. I forget what the conflict
was about, but it had to do with the
schools and there was this room
fllled with people snarllng at cach
other and n walks Kelth Gelger, He
was tall and friendly looking, and he
sajd, “Let's just see what we can do
together Lo get this thing straight-
ened out.”

And he did it, too. Sure, he bung
tough with the contract he had nego-
tiated a year earlier. But he was in-
terested in what the parents had to
say and he reached out to see just
why the businessmen were upset,
And, unlike some people I've known,
he made it clear right {rom the start
that what happened to the klds was
his biggest concern. “Otherwise I
wouldn't be a teacher,” he sald later.

‘THE POINT I'm trying to make is
that Keith Geliger seems like the
kind of person who could belp propel
teachers from being isolated and
scorned {because they are regarded
as part of the preblem) Into belng
key participants in what needs to be
a widely Incluslve soclal contract to
save Lhe minds of our children and
censure our economilc securlty.

Sooner ar later we have to get ev-
erybody lo the table, mindful of this
point. Community leaders must rec-
ognize that strong and good schools
are the bedrock of a healthy city.
(Coleman Young, pleasc take note.)
The business communily must rec-
ognize hat making {lliterate high
school graduates into productive em-
ployees costs far too much. (Loce
Iacocca, you are right) The politl-
cians must understand that o the
end holding office requires at least
some courage. (Gov. James Blane-
hard, Sen. John Engler and others In
Lansing, please take note.)

President George Bush sald in the
campalgn that he wants to be the

v

“educatlon president.”” The NEA is a
major actor in what is bound to be a
fierce Washington debate about
what to do about our kids and thelr
schooling and especially about who
pays what.

GEIGER polats out that the feder-
al share of

By Philip A. Sherman
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Court application for the 1989 con-
tract year, synonymous with its op-
erating budget, will likely go before
the board ¢f commissioners Thurs-
day for approval.

Joseph Salamone, the Friend of
the Court chief who took over the po-
sition Jast March, also sald his office,
with 58,000 sctive cases, is consider-
ing an optcal storage system to de-
crease paperwork.

1f approved, Salamone’s new oper-
atlng hudgcl ‘will be $4.18 million,
about the same as last year, The
county will pay $820,000 of the budg-
et, the state will pick up §2.7 million,
and the rest will come from §2 ser-
vice fees charged for file mainte-
nance, Salamone sald.

SALAMONE PRESENTED the

has been dropping !teadlly for ycars.
Now at less that 7 percent of the to-
tal, the decline In federal support is
one of the root causes for fights
about educatlon flmance in states
like Mlchigan. He argues that “we
must convince the country that edu-
cation, llke defense, is a matter of
natlonn! survival,” but at the same
time he says that the NEA shbuld de-
velop “analytic models” that can
evaluate how to get a bigger educa-
tiona) impact for each scarce dol
spent.

Should he make it to the presiden-
cy of the NEA, Gelger would be an
important player, balancing his con-
cerns for his unfon with his hopes for
kids. In a recent letter, he described
himself as “a strong negotlator and
contract enforcer but also willing
and anxlous to reach out to parents,
the community and to business to
seck solutions together as we try to
make education better for all stu-
dents.

1 liked that. And 1 hope Geiger
makes it

Partly because it's nice to think
that somebody from around here
made It i the really big time.

Mostly because I think we've got a
terrible problem in public educatlon,
and I have a lot of confldence in
Geiger's ability, toughness and com-
mon sense to help solve it

Philip Power is chairman of
the board of Suburban Communi-
cations Corp., the parent compa-
ny of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.

dation for contract ap-
proval to the board's finance com-
mittee last Thursday. Since the fund-
ing is through a cooperative reim-
bursement program with state
participation, Salamone sald the
budget is cousldered a contract. Cur-
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rently, the court is operating on lts
old contract.

*“The continuation s the same pjus

the expansion,” Salamone sald. Ex-
pansion ltems — anything over the

Friend of the court
Paperwork bogs down county agency-f

TO THAT END, Salamone also’
wld the finance committes his office :
is scarching for an optical l'.onga
;“me'fo yarton in the { eu.ln
ope they're process of g g
blds right now,” he said.

$4.18 million base budget
- are approved as amendments and
would include Inflatlon and genera!

Salamone said the system he's
Tooklng (or will immediately scan a
8d make It nvn.lhblu to,

P expenses,

Not including about 20 co-op stu-
dents working this summer,
Salamone sald the Friend of the
Court has 106 full-time employees. A

. 48-Hours scgment with Dan Rather

last December portrayed Oakland
County’s Friend of the Court as
belng one of Lhe most effectively run
such offices In the country.

anyone unked to the system. "
“As it stands pow, the Friend of -
the Court must get a copy of every -.
pleading of dlvorce with children. A,
duplicate also goes to the county -’
clerk — we could cut down on dupu- >
cate fillngs.
“Jt is not a cheap system to install, *
but It wii! be a great time nvinp.
he sald.

Color photos tell parks story

A color photo exhlbit featuring fa-
cllities, activitles and events at the
nine Oakland County parks will be
on display in four communitles this

summer.

‘The exhibit will be displayed (n
Birmingham at Baldwin Public Li-
brary from June 27 through July 18;
in Rochester at Winckester Mall
from July 18 to Aug. 8. in Troy at
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* Extenstve, varied socla) programs and
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the South Oakland Credit Unfon-:
from Aug. 8 to 29; and Ip Pontiac at ! -
the Oakland County Employees: "
Credlt Union from Aug. 28 to Sep
19,

Brochures on camping, swimming, ;
golf and pature study will accompa-
ny the exhibit. For more informa-.
tion, call 858-0906.

(313) 451-0700
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107 Haggerty Road
Plymouth, Michigan 48170
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you've been waiting for 2 at Plymouth Towne Apartments.
charde extras such a1 dally dining

nd pouch more, For & complete tour or

for shopping Wi
brochure, eall (313) 459-38%0.
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SMART hits the hot spois of ‘sunimem,,

Beaches, festivals, zoos and summer activities are
fun. Traffic jams and crowded porking lots aren't.

This summer, let SMART get you where you wan!
10 go in spacious, air- -conditioned comfort. SMART
is driving fo wherever fun is hoppening in metro
; Detroit: Greenfield Village, the Detroit Zoo, the
Cultural Center, Metropolitan Beach, over fifty
shopping complexes and many other locations.
ation and departure fimes, just call

the SMART Customer Information Line at 962-5515
weekdays between 6:30 a.m. and 5:30 pm.

" And find out why SMART is the cool favorite for
the hot spots of summer.
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