Sizing it up

List, 8, of Farmi

Farmington Hills firefightor Mike Kish {left)

Hills, in fire-

fighting gear as mom Paula and brother
and Disteict Fire Chiet Bob Rebtoy equip Kevin, 5, watch during the Farminglon Hills
Police Department open house June 4.
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Contact with floodwater
could produce ailments
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he didn't shower or wash well af-
ter the contact.

Oakland County health officials ls-
sued a health warning after the
flooding last week, advising people
to stay out of the wa!cr which con-
tains buman waste deucu because
of the combined sewer systems in
the area. In heavy ralns, these sys-
tems overflow into the Rouge River.

“That's our biggest concern,” said
Gary Frick, Oakland County Health
Department water quallty supervi-
sor, “That’s where the problems lle."

FRICK SAID he bad not yet
recelved any complaints about

health problems related to the flood-
ing.

If you arc gencrally heaithy, ab-
dominal cramping and diarrhea
symptoms will eventually take care
of themselves, unless you have other
heailth p or are

“In a flood situation, almost all
well water and water tables become
high and can become contaminated,”
he said. “I would venture to guess in
three or four months, the health de-
partment will be getting reports of

A because of

said one area doctor,

“In most situations, when you're
deallng with healthy people, most of
the dlarrheal-diseases are self-limit-
Ing,” sald Dr. Wiley Fan, a Botsford
General Hospital phyalcian involved
with infection control.

But Fan sald the bacteria from
Hepatitis A s not uncommon in
flooding or contaminated water sltu-
ations, especially when water seeps
Into wells.

Emergency not declared

canllnuod from Page 3

From 3 a.m. to 2 p.m. June 21-22
alone, 2.85 inches fell, according to 8
memo lssued by Farmington Hllls
golf course and grounds superintend-
ent Jon Maddern.

“We've had problems all over,”
Farmington Hills publle services di-
rector Thomas Blasell sald.

RESIDENTS WITH flooded base-
ments and yards who are concerned
about black, gooey stuff floating on
the flooded walers have good reason
to be concerned, It's sewage on the

loose,

"“Fhat is a concern certainly,” Bl-
asell said.

The dlluted sewage i3 not a prob-
lem to drioking water, but residents
of bouses bullt before the mid-1960s
when sump pumps became required
probably wiil see floaling sewage.

“When there's a backup without a
sump, that backup is geerally sanl-
tary sewage that's highly diluted.
With heavy ralns, the lines become
overloaded, and it backs up In the
lowest point — the basement,” Bl-
asell sajd. “It will go down when the
sewer has Lhe capacity.”

Long-planned Evergreen-Farm-
Ington sewer improvements, partie-
vlarly construction of a retention
pond at O.E. Dunckel Middle School
on 12 Mlle, is expected to keep sani-
tary sewage overflows out of lwrm-
dralns. But that won't
help flooded basements, Btasell u!m

CITY PLANS to enlarge draln ca-
paclty for Kendallwood were cast
aside by the state Department of
Natural Resources 2 few months
ago. In its place will be a program to
replace older sewer lines that are
cracked and deterjorating.
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discase of the liver that bas a one-
mooth tncubation period. It is “ihe
most common nomdlnrxehu! iliness
transmitted by water,” Fan sald,

He also stressed that family mem-
bers of the infected person would
also be at risk once it is diagnosed.

“Hepatitis is a potentia] problem
anywhere you have infected water,”
Oaldnnd County’s Frick agreed, add-
{ng that 1t's difficult to tell people to
stay out of flooded waters because of
the health risks, “It's just human na-
ture — it's lke a magnet.”

On Friday, the Red Cross was
quickly putting wge!.her pamphlets

houses and other
hcn!lh issucs related to the flooding.
Residents can obtaln one by calling
833-4440.
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Novi vote puts Haggerty
connector a siep closer

Continued from P

pear Maple Road, With an estimated
cmol’ll‘lmﬂuon. it wonld dis-
place 119 resideoces and 65 busi-

nesses, X

Alternative 4A calls for a major
merchn:uonnul!e.weno!m
gmy. that would provide ram

connect with [-275, 1.9 and 1-696 Il

would curve easterly to the
peat bog north of 14 Mlle. It would
dllphm 28 realdences and four busl-
nesses, and has an estimated price
hg of $72 million.

ALTERNATIVE 4A Is the one pre-
{erred by the Farmington Hills City
Council 2nd many Farmington Hills
residents. “We chose 4A because we
!cll that was the best alternative

regard to the environmental
impact ‘We hope our oplnion Is cor-
rect,” Sever sald.

The actlon apparently paves the

project in western Oakland County.

“We were pleased with the Novi
City Council’s action that would
leaye the project open,” Sever sald.

The decision to endorse one of two
alternatives comes two weeks after
the councll voted to adopt & “no en-
dorsement” position on the Haggerty
Raod connector proposals,

The “po endorsement” position

caught officials from MDOT by
surprize since the council has con-
alstently supported plans for a porth-

south connector route to case traffic
congestion on Haggerty Road for the

past three years.

MDOT director Mike Flajole told
the city council at a spectal meeting
on June 12 that failure to endorse
one of the alternatives could jeop-
ardlze the enlire project. Flajole
sald MDOT needed clty approval of
one of the alternatives before the
state could move ahead with proper-
ty acqulsltion to construct the pro-
posed Interchange and the roadway
that will extend from Twelve Mile
north to Pontiac Trall.

STRONG SUPPORT for endors-
ing Alternative 4A came from Novi
Mayor Matthew Quinn and Novi
counell member Martha Hoyer. Op-
position to all the existing Haggerty
Road connector proposals was led by
council members Joseph Toth and
H\{‘g_ll: Crawjord,

— Nancy Covert, Edward Leininger
and Ron Walson — formed the nu-
cleus of the coalltion that led to sup-
port of efther Alternative 3B or 4A.
“With the Haggerty Road connec-
tor we are taking the first stcp
toward resolving traffic the first
step toward resolving tralfle prob-
lems in this community,” Quinn said.

Doctor at epilepsy session

Richard Martocc, certified neu- Martocel is certified in neurology
rologist at u:e Michigan Institute for by the Amcdca;d Osva:wl;’ Eo‘?;d
e

Hills, attended an epilepsy mintfel-
lnmﬂp at Wake Forest Univeraity's
Bowman Gray School of Medicine.,
Martoced, 47, was among 235 neu-
rologists in the Unlted States to at-
tend the weeklong course in Winston-
Salem. Each neurologist was select-
¢d on the basis of practice in the

B!oem{lzld Hills resident has been a
partner and practiclng neurologlst
at the Michigan Institute for Neuro-
logical Disorders sloce 1972.
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Toth took an oppesing posltion,
connector

saying the Haggerty Road

will magnlly the existing traffic ~

problem — not solve JL

Leinlnger said he wanted to sce
the final EIS before glving “carte
blanche” approval of Alternative 4A.

“If we support one or the other of -
these alternatlves, it would permit -

work on the interchange to
ed,” he sald.
‘Watson defeaded the council's

be start- .

“pg -

endorsement” posltion of June 5, but *
acknowledged the need to move for-

ward,
*“There's no doubt that there’s an

immense problem (with traffic that

must be resolved),” Watsoa sald. “If
we walt another year, five years or

20 years, there would stili be no per- |

fect solution.”

Desplte their strong support for '
Alternative 4A, Qulnn and Hoyer |
Jjoined Leininger, Covert and Watson |

in the 5-2 vote to back one of the
Haggerty Road connector alterna-

tives,

“I can llve with it (the motlon) be-
cause it sets the process tn motion,”
Quinn sald.

Staff writer Joanne Mal-
iszewski contributed o this re-
port.
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