Two sets of planets ‘meet’ durin

Thls month there will be two con-
Jjunctlons (“meetings”) of planets In
tho sky: Mercury wilt appear to pass
Jupiter and Venus wlll appear to
pazs Mara. In additlon, Earth is far-
thest from the sun in July and there
will: be a meteor shower, albelt a
weak one.

‘The amount of sunlight we receive
decreases by 45 minutes thls month,
On July 1, sunrise is at 5:59 a.m, and
sunset Is at 9:12 pm,; allowlng for &
possible 15 hours and 13 minutes of
suntight. On July 31 these times are
6:24 a.m. and 8:52 p.m,, for a possl-
ble 14 hours and 28 miautes of sun,

The evening planets this month
are Venus, Mars and Saturn. Mereu-
ry and Jupiter are in the predawn

You might be able to glimpse Mer-
cury eatly in July. Face toward the
cast northeastern horlzon about 45
minutes before sunrise, and locate
the waning (“fading™) crescent

moon. Mercury will be six degrees
below the moon, and only three de-
grees above the horizon. Obviously
an vnobstructed vlzw of the horizon
will be neressary to sce Mercury,
About two degrees to lhc porth (leﬂ)
of Mercury s Jupiter.

Juplter also will be dlfflcult to lce;
1t's only two degrees above the bori-
zon. By the end of the month, Jupiter
will be much higher In the moming
sky and very easy to sce; iU's only
two degrees above the horizon. By
the end of the month Jupiter will be
much higher in the morning sky and
very casy to sce, but Mercury will be
long gone.

MERCURY PASSES 0.8 de,
south of (below) Jupiter on the morn-
Ing of the 2nd. This {s called a coa-
Junctlon, or grouping, of planets,
While the two objects may look like
they are slde by side, they are really
millions of miles apart. The last con-

Parkinson's Discase is ¢ i,

PARKINSON’S PATIENTS
NEEDED FOR STUDY

Paticats wha hase Packinson’s Disease are invited (o participate in an
upx oming study of 3 new form of Sinemet (LDOPAL, the standard medication
for this disorder. The new drug, Sinemet CR (controlled release), will be used
tolearn it better responses can be achieved with up 10 5 years of treatment.
Patients who have used Sinemuet are not eligible for the study.

Regular outpalient visits, medications and laboratory testing in
conjunction with the study are free of charge.
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desterily, teemors and batance problems.
For more informalion about the study, ¢all De. Peter Lewitt at 493-5354

= Clinical Newroscience Program
Blumberg Professionat Office Building
14800 W, McNichals, Suite #0071
Detroif, Af 48235
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junction between Mercury and Jupl-

ter occurred Iast year In April. Thelr
n:xt conjunction occurs on July 7,
1990,

Also on July 2, Saturn is at opposi-
tion. It will be opposite the sun as
scen from the earth. Saturn will rise
In the southeast as the sun sets In the
northwest, be visible all night, and
sct in the southwest as the sun rises
In the northeast.

New Moon occurs at 12:59 a.m. on
July 3. The moon is located between
the earth and the sun. This could also
be consldered & conjunction between
the sun and the moon, although the
moon Is not visible.

Earth Is ot aphellon on July 4.
Aphellon is derived from two Greek
words; ap(o), which means “away
from" and hellos, the Greek name

Few roads barred over July 4th |

The Qakland County Road Com-
misslon, in an effort to keep county
roads as er free 23 posalble oo
summer weckends and holldays, hos
instructed that all possible construc-
tion and read maintenance barri-
cades to free-moving tralflc be re-
moved for the duration of the July 4
holiday weekend.

Thursday, Juno 29, 1869 OLE
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skywatch
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for the sun. Our distance is
152,000,000 km (about 94,500,000
miles) from the sun.
EARTH'S ORBIT around the
is not a circle, It Is elllptical (ovul)
In July, when we have warm weath-
or, we are est from the sun. We
are actually closest to the sun In
January., Our distance to the sun
does not determine our seasons. It is
the dlrection of the titt of the earth’s

Road maintenance crews, working
four 10-hour days weekly, will begin
removing all possible barriers to
tratfic on Thursday, June 29, accord-
ing to road commizsion officials.

With Uttle more than

poles, with respect to the sun, that
governs the scasons.

Look for the waxing (“growing}
crescent moon on the evenlng of the
4th. Face wnsi northwest 45 minutes
after sunset. The bright “star” im-
medlately to the left of the upper
cusp (paint of the crescent} is Venus.
Extend a line from the cusp through
Venus and you'll come to the red
planet, Mars. Continue the line in lhe

ing most Oakland County roads dur-
Ing the holiday weekend, they sald.
Because of the extensive and con-
stant presence of rain this spring,
most construction projects employ-
{ng ind: will

and minimum normal malotenance
anticipated for Monday, July 8, driv-
ers should have no problem l.mve]-

bave work activity Monday, July 8.
Projects of this nature, however,
normally require work over a much

g July
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longer period ‘then road myisfy.
nance. It Is likely that these ci-
struction areas would bave to ke
barricaded for driver safety mm{-
ter what the work conditfons. °
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