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ine Hills consultants
review every 3 years

REACTION TO action by Farm-
Ington Hllls c!ly leaders:

® Slx months s enough time for
the city counell to review the city's
legal coudsel, Larson, Harms &
Wright, and consider bids {rom other
law flrms,

It shouldn't take a year.

So I agree with council members
Paul Sowerby, Jean Fox and Ben
Marks. Approving a new one-year
contract before the review process
begins, even though there's a 80-day
termination clause, sends the wrong
message. A long-term contract
should follow a positive review, not

recede it

The clty attorney shouldn’t be sia-
gled out. Short-term contracts — six
months long — also should be in
force when the city’s planning con-
sultant and auditor are reviewed. .

I'd suggest um each be reviewed
every three yeal

City uﬂoney Paul Blbeau, now
assoclated jwlth Larson, Harms &
Wright, last had to “make a case”
for why his flrm should represent

the city in 1985, Previously wlw R
& P

Brennan, Blbeau &
has np\’&cnwd the city’ since’ Lhe
early "70s.

As council-watcher Rosa Flum
told the city councl! June 12; “Mr,

Handicapped parking laws: They’re not something to skirt

NOT GQOD TIMING for an asplr-
ing politician.

Ronna Romney of Bloomfield
Hills recently tried to cop a plea ona
ticket for unauthorized parking
handlcapped space. Bad ln lLseu hut
it also came at a time when all eyes
interested in that issue were on
La;

nsing.

And Lansiog has responded with
new legislation, slgned Into law last
week, which puts more bite into and
expands Michigan’s handicapped
parking laws,

Now the minimum Michigan m
torists who park illegally in parking
spaces reserved for the handicapped
can be fined Is up from $25 to $50.
The maximum flne remains §100. It
also punishes those who fake a han-
dlcap to obtaln access to the close-by
parking with a fine o!up to $100.

But probably one of the most im-
portant things the new law does ia

Blbeau has been sitting at this table
longer than any of you. Competition-
wise, if everything !s in his favor, he
will be sltting there again.”
lbcay moved from Brennan, Bl-
Poehlmaan to a larger law
firm, Larson, Harms & Wright,
about seven months ago.

Since then, the city councill has
been embroiled in legal controver-
sles involving the tree protection and
artwork ordinances and a tri-party
agreement for the tew San Marino
Golf Course Clubbouse.

To Bibeau's credlt, the cily seems
to be winning zoning cases, accord-
ing to councilman Phil Arnold.

A review will show fust how well
Larson, Harms & Wright stands up
under scrutiny.

So let the review begin. But given
this Is an election year where five of
the seven council seats will be filled,
flnal judgment on the city’s legal
counsel shouldn't be made until after

Election Day on Nov, 7,

® Mayor Terry Sever la right on
In asking the state to impose a minj-
mum liquor lcense sus-
pension for licensees who sell alco-
hol to minors — even first-th of-

Well-guarded Quaye
misses out on the fun:

THANKFULLY, OUR travel plam
did pot colncide with Dan Quayle’s.
We were in for some whitewater
fun, while the vice president was
merely along for the ride.
An entire posse of Secret Service
personnel manned ralts, with Quayle
bly in the middle, as the
group traveled down West Virglnia's
New Rliver several weeks ago.
The New = just an hour lnw the

fenders.

A state-imposed flne of up to
$1,000 can send a strong message,
but it doesn't hit the offender hard
enough where [t hurts most — at the
cash register, .
As Sever put it: “I'm confldent
none of our resldents wish to ever
encounter . ., an 18-year-old who
has just drank 24 ounces of beer
travellng toward them at 45 mph.”

Licensees who don’t realize liquor
licenses are a privilege that aren’t to
be abused should flnd another line of
work.

& Want the city council to consid-
er a sldewalk along the major road
in your nook of Farmington Hills?

Send your petitions to city mana-
ger Bill Costlck. He's complling a
List of sidewalk requests that council
members will consider this fall.

‘The city's goal Is to make it safer
to walk pear the road edge — and
negate, having to play Russlan
roulette.

Bob Skiar s editor of the Farm-
ington Observer.

from is
normally awash with whlwwnber
waves, sinkholes and just a darn
good time, as it was last Sunday.

But not when Quayle braved the
icy spring waters a few weeks ago.
Instead of simply belplng the vice
president into his raft, the U.S, Army
Corps of Engineers did one better —
they lowered the water level 3o the
vecp could bave a nice, smooth ride.

“434%%$" cried other rafters,
upset with the change in plnns “We
came for the whitewater!”

Thelr cries west unhoeded. River
guldes told us water levels were cut
nearly in half from what we experl-
enced on Sundny, when waves
ranged from 12 to 15 feet.

T CAN'T qulte figure out why
Quayle went, except that the scenery
Is beautiful along the New Rlver
Gorge. But there's a part of the river
that's already calm and serene and
demands nothlng more than a pleas-
ant and slow float.

Instead of ruining the day for sev-
eral hundred other rafters, he could
have taken his Secret Service guests

allow police to deputize
ﬁlvlliun: to asslst with park!ng cita-
lons.

IN ROMNEY'S case, she was

caught a Troy patrolman. But
that probably is {he exception. You
know yourself how often you see
cars without the proper authoriza-
tion parking in handicapped spaces.

Blrmingham may be the excep-
tion. Pollee there write about four
tickets a week and police Capt. M-
1ard Squire sald it is given a high pri-
ority with enforcement both of pub-
lle and private parking — such as
apartments, “We've had a high fine
to discourage civil infractions,” he
said, $50, and $75 if not paid In 10
days. But that city, whlch h.u
metered on the street par]
meler malds, whose scle ]ob ls to

monltor parking.
Wul Bloomileld may be more
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typical. Police Sgt. Mlke Mnadigan
viola-

Cruce d the bll) In the
House and led it through the Legisla-
ture. Now, his office staff Ia working
on & manual to help puuee depart-
ments train citizens to out ei-
ther warnings or citations for bandi-
capped violations.

The program Is modeled after a
one in Flint. In Fliat,

tions aren't a high priority. “If
they're (olllm:) busy, it's an after-

thought." He estimates that most of
the 158 handlcapyed violations tick-
eted last year resulted from cltizen
call-fns.

However, he's not overjoyed with
the deputizing idea. “You'd have to
screen them carefully.”

BUT TROY Republican Sen. Poug
Cruce is takiog (his part of the law
into his hands.

~dropery bouti
CANTON STORE

part
of that program includes a colorful
“Save a Space” coupon, funded by a
coalition of community businesses
and non-profit groups.

The coupon is both a warning and

educatiopal. It says in part: “This .

coupon bas been placed on your velu
nle as a courtesy. Parking in

pace could have resulted in a :xoo
llnt," It also contains Information on
who is eligible and how to obtaln
handicapped parking.
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Instead of simply
helping the vice
presidentinto his raft,
the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers did one
better — they lowsred
the water level so the
veep could have a nice,
smooth ride.

along that route and satisfied every-
one, .

Whitewater rafting briogs some
$52 million into the state of West
Virginia each year, according to re-
cent statlstics. That's less than what
the tourist flshing industry attracts,
but it's still a large chuok of money.

Obvlously our visiting dignitary
didn’t care about whose day he
might be ruining, or what sort of {i-
nancial impact one day of lower wa-
ter might mean for future whitewa-

ter visits.
It’s bad enough when Mother Na-
ture gives the outfitters a difficult

Elther with a speciafly assigned
police officer or trained citixens,
why not bombard a mall or two with
enforcement over an intense perjod
= just like earmarking a road for a
speed trap. You know you alow down
when you approach a place where
you once got a ticket.

As cltizens, you can call for IL‘
Your taxes pay for police who are
mpawﬂed(nenloreetuhncow
your city council or township board

and say you want handicapped park-
ing laws to be enforced — either by
the police or throngh such a citizens
watch program.

Judith Doner Berne is Oakland
County assistant managing edi-
tor for the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.

time of it. It's a double whammy
when an unnecessary problem 13 cre-
ated. A

QUAYLE CAN'T be blamed total-!:
1y. I'm sure his Seevet Service agents
and those io the US. Army Corps of

Engineers were cimply looklag 6(1;
for his welfare. The Incident did fit-
e to improve his less-than-todgh
image, however.

There were 17 people Ln our group
alone — if anyone had their
trip on “Dan Quayle Day,” mxny of
gletc: may have chosen not to com

Thank{ully, our day {ncluded lots
of whltewnler, W degree-plns
weather, and plenty of good tim:

Most of the flrst-timers are rudy!o
hit a more difficult river this falt. _

The river was warm enough to al-,
low rafters to swirn a fer minor rop-
ids or to just jump out of the raft and
get wet. The weather was perfect for
camplog. everythlng you g.:t
tastes good after a day of fresh alr,
bot sun and sometimes tough pad-
diing. .

My guess is that Quayle was
smothered so heavily with guardy

sure he didn't burt bimsell;
that he probably had very little tlw.

He not only missed whitewater
rafting as it was meant to be, bat be
probably missed out on the cleas
West Virginla sky and the thousands
of fireflies reaching to touch the

starn.
Casey Hans {3 a staff writer J¢
the Farmington Observer.
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