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'Angry residents recount rain storm’s hav

Conlinued from Pego

valuables stored in boxes sitting in’
. garage. “I feel like somebody
. should have told me it was oo a flood
plain,” ko said, adding that It wiil
. coat $10,000-918,003 .to replace
what bo Joat.
. “Ithink it'a really unfalr you den't
. tell your peoplo about it ([looding),"
Carns costlnued, “I think the elty
should. pravide some rellel to faml-
Uea \p lost items such as us.”

, June 29, 1989

\

‘Theso who survived tho city's 1060
and 1881 flonds nsked clty officlals
why nothing hay changed, why noth-
Ing has improved and why all prom-

1ses made following these downpours
wore neve kept.\\
“There’s @ sensn of deja vu, I

heard exactly.tho same thing, I went
through tha same lhlng;\clgm years
ngo," Slmeon satd:, \

RESIDENTS DEMANDED an end
to continulng city studies on draln-

age and sewago problems. Thay
urged immediate setion.

*No more studies,” sald Franklin
Koolls resldent Jooatban Landsman.
'"What have you got for storm plans?
Ve will eiways have rain”

Another Franklln Knolls resicents
added: Al we've heard is promisea,
promises.” Yet another Kendallwood
realdent asked who will provide
homcowners with assistance. *“T'm
not Interested in what's going to hap-
pen 10 years from now. It's hap-
pened now.” -

)

‘4 am 20 yards from tho
creek that smashed
4 -through my plate-glass

- window. And I had five
] feot of wvater. 1 have no
family room, no study,
no'bathroom, no
lsundry room,”

. — Max Simon

Dunford resident

asked for
tloz, such as cleaning out storm
dralns that appear to have been Ig-
‘nored, They demanded at least sand-
bags to protect thelr homes from the
delage. And they nsked for sugges-
tlons ap items thoy ean install to pro-
teet thedr homes.

Resldents made it clear to the clty
counel] and staff that last week's
downpour ~— and the lack of protec-
tion provided by.the clty In improved
storm and sanitaby sewer systems —
forced them to lose some faith and
trust in the elty. °

“I trusted my clty 'to do some-
thing. 'm really surprised,” sald one
resident, who called the city engi-
neering department and was told no,
the clty never did make the Improve-
ments it had promised following the

last two major storms.

A

Ty Joanno Malloxewakl Y
statf writor \

Actlon will begin on improve-

sunitary sewer systems in Farm-
Ington Hilla to alleviate some of
the causes of yard, street and base-
ment flooding in the aftermath of
last sweek's downpour.

Though eity manager Whillam
Coatlck expects to present & more
detailed ples, Including flnancing
mechaslsms, within 45 days some
plans are only waltlng for engl-
neering designs.

Among the lmprovements Cos-
tick plans to accomplish are:

® Improved detention facillties
near ?‘olh Halsted and Drake.

e

ments to the drainage, storm and ©

proparty at 13 Mlls and Farming-

ton Rozd. “Thls will hold storm
. (water) back and allow the water to
go through the stream,” Costick
sai

d. .

\ ® Work with West Bloomfleld
‘Township through the Oakland
County drain office to address
drainage runnlng into Farmington
Hllls from upstream.

o Construction of an earth dike
at the south end of Heritage Park.
‘This will restraln water and slow
its flow into Farmiogton,

© Construction of an outlet to
Glen Qaks Country Club, where a
retention pond will be enlarged.
‘These Improvements are expected
to help flooding in the Franklln
Knolls subdivision, 14 MHe and
Middlebel rm sewer also

of a
facility on 19 acres of clty-owned

A stos
would be bullt from this area down

Drainage projects outlined

Northwestern Highway.

© Rebulld sanitary sewers in
the Kendallwood and Westbrooke
Manor subdivislons. Storm water
enters the deterlorating sewera and
couses backup and flooding.

¢ The $85 million Evi
proect s sxpeciel ta ‘g 1n
project to
1990. An underground holding tank
at O.E. Dunckel Middle School Is
expected to be one of the first im-
provements,

@ For the often-flooded Lin-
colnshire subdlvision, south of 11
Mile, cast of Middlebelt, Costlck is
expected to provide some short-
term answers within two wecka,
Other improvements alfecting the
nelghborhood are included In the
sccond phase of the Evergreen-
Farmington project.
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This week only, wo'ro calobrating
our Grand Opening wiih a galo on
America's favorite, best soling
carpots - qualty Karastan Car-
pets. Ii's a ona time cala s big
you wor'twant fo miss it

GRAND SAVINGS
“OF 10% T0 32%:

Karastan Carpets has roduced
peicos on lta bost colling carpots
and wo'to passing thoss “Grang™
oponing savings on 10 you.

Pogitively Ends July 6th!
{We are open on Monday, July 3rd)

fiverbank Square '
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101 Brookslde Lane

8ooren Gozmanlan, who ilves
in K 4 "

on Brandywine

in Far

Hills, oxplalns how the water from the Rouge

the yard. N

rose over the berm in his back yard and en-

Agreement reached on
holding tank at Dunckel

By Casey Hans
ataff writor

Officials from Farmington schools
and Qakland County have reached a
financial agreement that will allow
the bullding of a four million-gallon
underground wastewater holdlog
tack at the O.E. Dunckel Middle
School on 12 Mlle, east of Farming-
ton Road.

Work on the project Is expected to
begln this August and take approxi-
mately two years to complete.

‘“We think from where we atarted,
we're very pleased with the flnal
oumber,” sald school attorney J.
Kingsley Cotton, who negotiated the
agreement with the help of Farm-
ington Hills city offlclals,

The Oakland County Drain Com-
mission will pay Farmington Public
Schools $375,000 to relocate a stor-
age bullding, alr condition 17 class-
rooms and upgrade the school’s clee-
trical power to handle the new air
con . .

School offlcials estimate they will
have to pay an additlonal $100,000 to
do the work, but realize there will be

long-term benefits to the dlstrict,
they said.

The school board voted unani-
mously June 20 to approve the
agreement.

THE CEMENT holding tank is
part of the $65 million Evergreen/
Farmington Interceptor sewer
project, a multi-clty effort to allevi-
ate sewerage overflows inlo the
storm walter system and the nearby
Rouge River,

Some school trustees became up-
set last December as the project be-
came closer to frultion, saying they
had not been kept informed about
detalls by city and county officlals.

‘Things became more complicated

in receant months when the county
hedged on the value of the easement
required for the project, agreelng to
pay only $114,000.
+ School officials lauded the efforts
of Farmington Hills City Manager
Willlam Costick, who finally helped
walk the agreement through to com-
pletion, 30 the first phase of the
project could get under way.

“He's been very active for us,”

rf

RANDY BORST/stalf photographer

tered his Kitchen and basement. The pump vis-
ible at right.was used to clear tho water from

1
deputy superintendent Michael Flan-
agan sald in recommending the
agreement. ',

Sixth, seventh and eighth graders
attend Dunckel, which is on the north
aide of 12 Mile between Farmlogton
and Orchard Lake roads, The school
storage bullding is expected to cost
$95,000, the electrical upgrades for
the school $100,000 and the alr con-
ditloning $275,000, according to flg-
ures given by Cotton.

IN ADDITION to approving the
casement, school officlals have de-
cided to notify nearby neighbors
about the project, efther in conjunc-
tion wlith the city of Farmington
Hills or on thelr own.

“Somebody has to notify them. I
think it should be a jolnt effort,”
trustee Helen Prutow said.

The school district was first ap-
proached about the plan ln 1983,
when the board approved the con-
cept. The Evergreen/Farmilngton
project is one of three certified by
the state Department of Noteral Re-
sources that recelved federal flnanc-
Ing through the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. .

Don't miss the savings during
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