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Gun reglstration cHmbed about 22
percent i Oakland County's town-
ships during the first five months of
1989, compared with the same perl-
od in 1988, The flgure, which fx mir-
rored In some citles in Onkland
County, reflects crime fears, fear of
tghter gun control laws and a strong
advertising campaign by gun manu-
facturers, authoritles said.

However, he wasn't certain the con-
cern should rest entlrely with regls-
tered handguns.

“The concern should be criminals
getting handguns,” Thompson sald,
adding that 80 percent of the
handguns used by criminals are flle-
gally acquired. °

AMID STATEWIDE awareness of
accldents and sulcides arising from
misuse of authorized handguns, state

gun rose
28 percent during the first three
months of this year, compared with
the same period last year,

By Michigan law, anyone who
wishes to purchase a gun smaller
than 30 inches must first oblain a
permit to purchase from a local law
enforcement agency. After the gun ks
purchased, the law requires the gun
owner to return to the pollce depart-
ment to register the gun.

Oakland County Prosecutor Rich-
ard Thompson safd he hadn’t had an
opportunity to analyze the flgures.

;

officlals are looking at
new laws to tighten up gun control.

A bill by Rep, Burton Leland, D-
Detrolt, pending In the House Judiel-
ary Committee, would requlre a pro-
spective handgun owner to attend a
safety course in order to obtaln a
permit to purchase,

Another state blll drafted by Willls
C. Bullard Jr., R-Milford, involves
tighter controls for atlowing guns In
businesses.

People percelve that “If you pass
that law, who knows what wlll come
next,” said Brad Geller, counsel to
the House Judlelary Committee.

un registration risin

But local police offlcials in Oak-
land County look faverably at the
tighter laws, Some have independ-
ently instituted cooling-off periods
within thelr local pclice depart-
ments.

In Troy which registered 301
handguns In the first five months of
this year, a small increase over

1988, there’s a bullt-in seven to 10-
day delay, that pollce Lt. Willlam
Tullock sees as a necessary “cooltng-
off perlod.”

Farmington Hllls, which has had
no signlficant increase in gun regis-
tratlon, also has a 10-Jay waiting pe-
rlod, personally introduced by Chief
Witllam Dwyer,

“IP | HAD my say there would be
¥ ot

Y
ry firearms trafning,” Dwyer eaid,

Fear of crime’ is another reason
people purchase handguns for thelr
homes.

But pollce officials say the fear Is
misgulded and often backfires.

“A large perceatage of the popula-
tlon are fearful that burglaries will
be committed while they're fast
asleep,” Tullock aald.

“Actually, at lcast in our town,
burglars don't want that confronta-
tion,” be sald.

“They’ll go to any length to assuce
that the homeowner fs not at home.
But what happens when the burglar
Is In your house steallng your money
and comes across a . Now we
have a legal gun in the hands of a
eriminal.”

Dwyer said (e gun which was
purchased for sclf-defense has now
become a potential new weapot.

Actually, Dwyer said, the likell-
hood of using a fircarm for reasons
other than self-defense is five times

1
greater than the Ilkelthood of using it}
for the reason It was purchased,” |

Handgun accidents are the fourth|.
leading cause of accidental death fo

children under 14 pationwlde. 53
But gun manufaclurers coatinue}:
to campaign to sell more guns. e

GLAMORIZATION OF the “Lady
Smith,” touted by Smith and Wesson{-
as the gun with the “female touch? |-
has brought about an increase in fe-
males reglstering guns i, Farming-|-
tun Hills, according to Dwyer, 5

In Detroit, which issues 3,000-|
5,0000 permits to purchase a
year, city officials are eyeing an of.
dinance to require safety tralninf
and childproofing of a gun before #
permit will be ssued. ‘) "

“There've just been too many Inci-|
dents where there's been a loaded|-
gun n the house” sald Calvis|.
Hughes, a member of the Anti-
Handgun Associntion and aide to Des|
u;oll. City Counei! member John Peo-
ples.

Who’s_dealing

here? Teens to
senior citizens

8y Phllip A, 8herman
staif writer

Team is made up of olficers from
the State Pollce, the Oak-

. Teenagers to grandparents,

When asked for a profile of the
typlcal drug dealer in Oakland Coun-
ty, that's what Lt. Dorothy McAllen,
coardinator of the county’s Narcot-
les Eoforcement team, came up
with.

She sald they use the money for a
variety of things — cars, homes, and
to supplement thelr retivement in-
come. And McAllen said dealers llke
Oakland County for the same rea-
sons everyonc else does — nice
schools, good police protection and
attractive homes.

“We've scen a in

land County Sheriff's Department
and “those communitics in Oakland
County who wish to contribute” to
the team, McAllen sald. She decllned
to revea! how many agenis are on
the team.

‘We've seen a dramatic
increase (in drug
traftic) in Oakland
County. And some of
the people we've
arrested have been in
busi here for 10-15

crease
in Qakland County,” ¢dcAllen sald,
. referring to drug traffic, “And some
of the people we've arrested have
been in business here for 10-15
yéars.”

BY LARGE INCREASE, McAllen
offered this comparison: In 1985, her
unit selzed 1.3 pounds of cocaine.
Last ycar they confiscated 31
paunds.

“A large percentage {(of the deal-
ers) are resldents, A lot have other
jobs as they're bulldlng up thelr
clientele and business. When things
gel to a lucratlve stage, they dump
thelr jobs” and scll drugs full time,
McAllen sald.

Cocalne still Is the drug of cholce
in the county. It's close to pure {(not
100 percent, but 90 percent to 95
percent due to its own impurities)
and sells in that condition for $200
an ounce, she said. The second most
popular drug s crack, the com-
pressed, more potent form of co-
caine, which sells for up to $50 in the
suburbs “or about $10 (per rock) in
urban city aveas,” McAllen zald.

“It's a competitive market out
there — they're trying to take over
each aother's territory” through kill-
ing, robberies and extortion, she add-
ed. "And it would not be unusual to
find someone (In the buslness) 50-60
yearsold."

THE NARCOTICS Enforcement

Anti-drug unit feeds

years.’
— Lt. Dorothy McAllen
Narcotics Enforcement
coordinator

Contributing agencies get a two-
way return on their investment: &
countywide team devoted to fighting
drug trafflc and the monetary bene-
fits from sales of goods confiscated
during drug ralds,

d Polsson, the county's chief
assistant prosecutor, said the '3
Forfelture Act of 1985 allows law
enforcement agencles to keep, sell
and retaln the profits of jtems seized
from convicted drug dealers.

(The Supreme Court also made |t

‘tougher for drug dealers to purchase
) | the services of expensive lawyers by

rullpg last week that dealers cannot
pay for an attorney’s time with cash
or g carned from drug sales.)

McAllen and Polsson sald those
Items most commonly Include cars,
Jewelry and cash. Lately, they’ve in-
cluded bomes — Poisson said the
county has four homes in litigation
that may be permanently selred un-
der the forfeiture act.

THESE ITEMS are sold at auction
annually at the county courthouse.
Polsson said thls year's sale already

Pleaso turn to Page 10

into new grand jury

By Philip A. Sherman
ataff writer

ice alter Investigation by the Nar-
cotics Enforcement Team, which is
m?rdbe up of state and local police.

e

The Antl-Drug Prosecution Unlt of of commissioner's
the Oakland County F finance will g
Office Is sccking approval for county  Butler’s request for matching funds.
matching funds to continue opera- The unlt started with $178,000 at the
tlons through Sept. 30. beglnning of 1988 and that operating

Jeffrcy Butler, unit ., budget was to be for one

d the county’s end of the matching  calendar year, Butler sald.

grant 1 $25,000. The grant totals
$80,000 and at least part of the work
generated by the unit could be pre-
;e“utr.d to the grand jury now belog

pan:

+“Tha order impancling (the grand
Jury) directed that I consider boml-
cide cases and narcotics cases,” he
sald. The jury, Oakland County's
first In 17 years, will hear informa-
tion relating to Investigations on
about 12 unsolved murders and 20
narcotics cases, '

OAKLAND COUNTY Prosecutor
coafirmed that

referrad (o the jury throagh bis off-

However, Butler added, he was
asked 1o stretch the budget as far as
he could and make a supplemental
request for funding later. He
stretched the budget (hrough May 4.

AT HIS PRESENTATION to the
finaoce comumttee, Butler sald 353
cases had been assigned to the unit
from January 1988 through last May
4, Of those, 161 resulted in convic-
tions or nclle prosequi, a term that

dismizsed

meana the prosecutor one
charge [n return foe & guilty plea on
another; four were dismizsed; four

were found not guilty; 25 wero fugi-
tives; and 159 were awaiting trial as
of May4.

Butler updated thooe figures and
a3 of Jupe 19, 152 cases were pend-
iag = nine of them pew aad 16 dis-
posed of.

A broud and brilliant collection, all 100% cotton, all at one low price.

1

Beach Towels, Sale 7.99 Each

You get stocks and stacks to choose from. Wonderfully colored, jocquard-
woven patterns, So many differen? patterns that we con't promise you any

particular one at any individeal store,

. .just o fabulous selection ot every

metro store, All are 100% cotton, Either sheered or full loop terry. All

imported. And they're at greot savings. . .regularly 12.50 each. Sorry, no mail
or phone orders since selections do vory and quantities are limited. So hurry

in. Bed ond Bath, all metro stores. Sole ends July 23. 10007

*Totol veuts a1 all Hudson's 3tores.
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® Bedspreods ® Throws

Whits Scle is now in progross

@ Sheots ® Bed pillows . ® Bath towels

* Comforters * Mottress pods ® Both rugs

* Blankets ® Decorutor pillows ® Bath accessorias

© Curtains, Draperies
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