Wayne official heads SEMCOG

8y Tim Richard
slat! writer

Loca! units will have to solve envl-
ronmental problems themselves, to-
gether and without federal or state
help, says Milton Mack Jr., u:e new
chalr of the

Lucas and former board chair John .
Hertlel, )

“THE FEDERAL government s
backing out of its responsibllities
and moking more and more de-
m;;uk on local governments,” he
84

Council of Governments.

‘“The '80s ia the decade of the envi-
ronment, and solld waste is the issue
of the ‘90s,” Mack sald as SEMCOG
delegates unanimously elected him
to bead the seven-county regional
plannlng agency last week,

‘The flrst western Wayne County
official to head SEMCOG ln its 21-
year history, Mack, 40, 1s a fourth-
term county commissloner,

Mack, D-Wayne, has seen his own
career in county politics take a
downturn when he supported policies
of former County Executive Willtam

“State g does not have

the dollars to deal with the Issues.
“Local governments will have to

step up to the task,” be said, citlog

"SEMCOG ﬂn in

agmmenl.u:' Mnck nld.

AN ATTORNEY, Mack bas tead-
ed the county board's public services
and solld waste planning commit-

tees,

Ironically, he sald in an Interview,
he will have more time as SEMCOG
chalr than he had serving on its vari-
ouy

of zolid waste,
and Infrastructure, a eollective term
for public roads, bridges, sewers and
water lines,

Although most solid waste plans
are belng drafted on & countywide
basis, Mack zald SEMCOG has a role
in this ares.

“Sotld waste is a classical regional
issue,” ha gald, noting that cities gen-
crate it, townships accept it, the
state makes the rules, and the county
runs the programs,

Some answers
to questions on
school tax plans

By Tim Richard
statf writer

Voters have a simple choice Nov.
7: Say “yes" or “no" to Plan 1, “yes”
or “no" to Plan 2. If both get a ma-
Jority, the one with the greater num-
ber of yes votes becomes part of the
Michigan Conslitution,

But both plans are cnormously
complex. It means different things
1o each of the state’s 560-plus public
school districts, and different things
to cvery houschold.

Both plans would pump more
money inte schools, which which
have widely varying resources per
child — less than $2,500 to more
than $7,000.

Plan 1 would ralse the 4 percent
sales tax to 4.5 percent and provide
no property tax rellef. Plan 2 would
raise the sales tax to € percent and
cut schoal operating property taxes
by varying amounts,

Don't look to your political party
affiliation as a guide. Both parties
are split all over the map.

In general, lawmakers from high-
tech metropaiitan suburbs, where as-
scssments are soaring, opposed put-
ting the plans on the bal!

Lawmakers from nu-n.I areas,
where the farm cconomy Is hurting,
favored the bigger tax plan.

Here arc some of the more com-
monly asked questions with answers
from the legislative staff analyses:

Q. How does the tax part of Plan 1
work?

A. The sales and use taxes would
g0 up next Jan. 1. This plan would
not exempt electricity and utility
blils of low-income people.

Local school property taxes are
unaffected.

Q. How does Pian 1 belp schools?
A. About $400 milion in new mon-

state aid formula, $115 million into
specific programs to Improve school
quality.

Q. Could the Legislature raid the
pot l«;: other rputpgu1 Pl
A. No, not for other purposes. Plan
t would constlitutionally earmark
several taxes for schools: alt the pew
half-cent sales tax, 60 percent of the
exisng sales tax, net Ioltery reve-

Both plans would
pump more money into
schools, which have
widely varying
resources per chifd —
less than $2,500 to
more than $7,000.

ave, portions of the “sin” taxes on
clgarettes and liquor, and others.
But the Leglalature could change
how the total pot is distributed —
that Is, adjust the school aid formula.

Q. What happens to revenue in
Plan2?

A. The sales tax would go to § per-
cent on Jan. 1, but electricity and
heating fuel of low-income house-
holds would be exempt from the
sales tax.

School operating property taxes
would be reduced by a gross of $1.3
billicn, minus $200 millfon In lost
“clrcuit breaker” rebates for house-
holds whose property tax bills ex-
cceds 3.5 percent of income.

Homeowners would get a $975
million cut; businesses, $340 miltton.

Q. Isn't this the plan with tax base
sharlag?

g
A. It sure is. Beglaning in July
1980, 14 mills of tax on business
property would be collected state-
wide and 9 mlills on non-business

property.
Local districts would be allowed
10 levy a “foundation” millage. That
would guarantee them 90 percent of
what they collected in 1989-90 plus
$250 to $350 more.
In addltion, voters in & local dis-

trict could levy another 4 mills,

Q. In mills, what do these cuts
amount to?

A. On average, a 12.3 mills cut for
homes and agricultural property —
37 percent. For businesses, 7.3 mills
or 22 percent,

There Is no effect on school bond
taxes, county, city, village, township,
village, special education or commu-
nity college taxes.

Q. But no one Is average, right?
A.Right. )

Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Pust Office.

1t's quick. It's easy.
And it's the faw.

HOLIDAY HOURS

o

Monday —July 3rd

The mall will close at 6:00 pm

Tuesday —July 4th
The mall will be closed all day

Sch Fifth Avenue Hours
Monday—July 3rd~101t0 9
Tuesday—July 4lh—Noon to 6

SOMERSET MALL

Big Bauver Road at Coolidgs, Troy

* -8 ¥ *

At an annual meeting held In
Dearborn, Mack was elected to suc-
ceed two people — Nancy Davis,
Ann Arbor Township supervisor who
gave up the post when she lost a re-
clection bid last year; and Fred Kor-
z0n, Bioomfield Township supervisor
who filled out her term.

In high bumor, the 140-member
general assembly gave Davis and
Korzon plaques uun looked as {f they
had been ripped In

“It's a thankless joh but a reward-
Ing one,” Davis of regional planning.

Other officers clected last week
are: first vice-chair, Clyde Cleve-
land, Detroit councilman; other vice
chalrs, Martha Hoyer, Novi counci!-
member, Gerald McCaffrey, Ma-

Milton Mack Jr.
chair of SEMCOG

comb Intcrmediate school board;
E.A. Jackson Morris, Pittsfletd
Township supervisor; and Richard
Rudnicki, Livingston County drain
commilssioner.

Thuraday, Juno 20, 1880 O&LE
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Donations sought for
camp for handicapped

Last summer SCAMP, a summer
day camp for chlldren wlm handl-

Paat donations hnvo "I

caps, flrst a camp
store program.

‘The program is deslgned o en-
courage positive behavior and to
teach basic survival skills to the
campers, according to Jean I.
‘Walker, coordinator, Campers earn
polnts for good bebavlor which can
be redeemed for items in the store,
Last year's program was made
possible by the donatlons of local
merchants.

In order to continue this pro-
gram, donatlons arc again needed
to stock the store, Walker said, In
the past, these donatjons have in-
cluded promotional iterns such as
T-shirts and bumper stickers with
station logos, as well as Items from
concerts and sporting events.

SCAMP Is a slx-week summer
day camp for children with handi-
caps run through the Bloomfield
Hlll: School District at West Hills
Middle School in West Bloomfleld,
It is funded through tuition and

items such as T-shirts
and bumper stickers | ,
with station logos, as
well as items from
concerts and sparllng
events.

donations. SCAMP is a tax-deducti- |
ble, nonprofit organization, which
serves youth from preschoot te age -}
26 {rom school districts tn Southern f '
Qakland, Wayne and Macomb'| -
counties. These children may be’|”
hearing impaltred, emotionally im-'}:
palred, learning disabled, mentally,
or pbylimlly llandlcapped

SCAMP Is deslgned to provide
campers with an Lnxlchlng sum- |
mer day camp expertence of recn.-
atlonal actlvities as well as aca- |
demic study and reinforcenent, |
Walker said.”

For

call 540.5278. |

Save 30% o0 40%

o

08 Doyvon prueon

For more Information call 443-6162
Sale ends ju[y 8.

QOrlental Rugs, Northland,
“Toral number of units ot Noethlond.

Oriental Rug Caravan Sale at Northiand |

Shipments of fabulous new rugs have arrived for this long-requested revival of our popular
Caravan event, to be held at our Northland store only, We are setting up additional space just R
outside the Oriento! rug department to display them. Seldom will you find so much to choose from,
ond such great prices to take advontage of. These 100% wool handmods rugs come from rug-

making centers In Persia, Pakistan, the People’s Republic of Chino and india. You'll find today's

most wanted potterns, und colorations that range from jewel tones to pastels. Both traditional ond
contemporary patterns are included, and each is available in a voriaty of sizes.

Our photograph shows a sompling of what you'll find:
Shown at top: Indo Kashan, @ handmode Orienta! rug {rom India. 2x3" to 9x12¢
Reg. $285 to $5000, scle $199 to $3495. 25¢
Center: Indo Bijor, a handmade Oriental rug from India. Sizes from 2x3° to
9x12¢ Reg. $435 to $7150, sale $299 to $5495. 20*
Bottom, 0 handmode Orienta! rug from China. 2x3’ to 9x12! Ren $300 to $5000,
sale $179 h $2995. 25°
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