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BoDeans:

By Larey O'Connor
stalt writor

BoDeans are a band at the cross-
roads. A group that will be cither
heard from in the future or become
merely an asterisk in the record col-
lection.

Lead singer Sammy Llanas is the
first to acknowledge it.

“1 know the record company was
expecting nore sales,” said Ilanas,
whose band performs Wednesday at
the Royal Oak Music Theatre, “I
know they're behind us. They say
we're a top priority right now, but |
don't know how long that will last, if
this album doesa’t sell well.

“If any pressure comes, it will be
after this tou

The BoDean’s latest  etfort
“Home™ (Slash) has sold ruughly
175,000 copics, the group's best start
yet. Llanas said the record company
wits hoping for 460,000,

Those expectations were hardly
unrealistie, The band was voted as
the “Best New American Band” in
Rolling Stone. garnered rave re-
views on a six-week tour witl
and had a guest shot on “Late Night
With David Letterman.™

All of the above would be consid-
ered enough to put 4 band firm foot-
ing. Yet, it is all the more reason a
slip at this point could prove costly.

Album sales apparently already
have band members checking the
soles of their shoes.

Then again, records have always
been a source of frustration for a
group whose accolades have been

The BoDcans has heen voted as the “Besl New Amuncan
Band" in Rolling Stone and gained rave reviews on a six-week
tour with U2,

generated mainly by live perfor-
mances.

FOR THAT reason, the BoDeans
forsake the sterile studio setting on
“Home' and recorded the LP in a
Milwaukee warehouse, The sparse
location served the band well. Some
of the tracks contain the rawness the
group has had difficulty capturing on
previous albums.

Most noticeable on “Home™ is
“Beautiful Rain," a song about the
drought of 1988. Llanas voice is as
graveled and dry as the dusty comn-
liclds he sings about, but his vocals
pour with cmotion.

"When that song was written we
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were going through a drought tn Wis.
consin for five or six weeks,” said
Llanas, who is native of Milwaukee.
“It was at a stage where it was emo-
tionally affceting everybody. People
were getting ornery and short with
one another. 1 was happy to be able
ta document it.”

Jim Scott preduced “Home.” Orig-
inally, the BoDeans sought the tech-
nical wizardry of Daniel Lanois (Bob
Dylan, U2, the Neville Brothers). Al
though Lanois reportedly liked the
spirit of BoDean's music, he didn't
havea vision for il.

Llanas and guitarist Kurt New-
mann met Scolt while working on

At the crossroads

Robbie Robertson’s LP.
immediately hit it off.

For the first time, though, the
band was able to make the creative
decisions . . . before the shots were
called by producers. Scott scrved as
a mediator of idcas.

One idea the BoDeans have sought
to get away from as being a voice
from the heartland. ~Love & Hope &
Sex & Dreams’ was released in 1986,
right in the middle of the roots rock
movement.

The three

SOME MISTOOK the band’s
hometown and raw rock agd labeted
them as such.

“We feel we're much more than
that,” Llanas said. "We don't deny
we do came from the heartland and
it is heard 1n our music. We've never
been out to wave a banner.”

Another banner the group has had
to avoeid is the Too U2 tag "You
Dan't Get Much™ draws comparisens
to the Irish supergroup, mainly due
tn the guitar playing of Neumann.

“All T know is Kurt used these
type of delays on his guitar for as
long as T've known him.” said
Llanas, who's known Nevmaran sin
high school. “So in my mind. ke's
been doing it longer than the Edge.
That's where we're coming from.

“The Edge was in awe in Kurt's
guitar setup and his sound . . . 1
think the Edge learned frem Kurt in
that instance.”

Bug much like U2 and other bands
like REM. the BoDears have dis-
played a willingness to be patieat.

“We're willing to wait for radio to
come to us,” Llanas said

Figure 4: Refiguring its

Figure 4 has split up, according to
a recent press release. But the band
will carry on

Bass guitarist Mike Blsch and
drummer Robers Dotto have leit the
band 1o join forces with an undss-
closed songwriting tandem in Los
Angeles.

As a result, the group cancelled
the remaining dates on its latest
tour, The press release issued by
Bisch goes on to state there are no
more coples of the group’s “Blind
Justice” EP available and no further
copies wllt be pressed.

Not so says Jefferson Shoemaker,
who founded the group three years
ago. Shoemaker said more coples
are available and Figure 4 will con-
tinue as a group.

“Fred (Schaller) and [ started this
thing three vears ago,” Shoemaker
said, “\\'L'm going to the wall with

thi

nI\Lll who had been with the band
for a little more than six months,
said it was a question of song credits
and a lack of boakings.

“We were trying to go beyend the
local club scene,” sald Bisch, who

has also performed briefly with
Strange Bedfellows, Scott Campbell
and Twliggy Barbust within the past
year. “But we didn't have the means
to doit.” Bisch added he {elt no more
copies of the album should be issued
because “To be issuing copies of the
EP . . . you wouldnt be buying Fig-
ure 4 now. You'd be buying Figure 4
then."

Dotto performed on the recording
of “Blind Justice™, Bisch did not.
Bisch said the split is amicable, add-
ing he hopes Figure 4 continues on
because “they have great songs.”

The Difference nlnng with Frank Allison & the
Odd Sox pertormed this weekend at the Col-
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York.

Icgu Music Journal's annual seminar in New

future

“There have been 14 people in this
band,” Shoemaker said. “They're
just two members who decided to
take a hike.

“Then Ihear, "Jeff Shoemaker is a
difficult guy to work with. That's ri-
diculous. I'm a nice guy. I just didn't
want to turn this band into a jazz
fusion outfit.”

Shoemaker said the group has al-
ready found a replacement
drummer, Mark Trupkovich. He
adds, though. he plans to take some
time off from touring. Instead, he'll
focus on the ever-elusive record
deal.

The break-up is a downward turn
after what otherwise has been a stel-
lar year for Figure 4. The group's
EP was well-received by critics and
the band enjoyed further exposure as
an opening act for Rhythm Corps.

A pair of Ann Arbor bands, The
Difference and Fragk Allison & the
0dd Sox performed this weekend at
the Cullege Music Journal's annual
seminar in New York. The event is
attended by arts and repertoire peo-
ple and other record industry types.

The Oraoge Roughies were set to
embark on a trip to San Francisco
the night the carthquake hit. The
group was to perform with Michelle
Shocked in the Bay City. Dave Feeny
satd the band's album on Nocturnal
Records has hit another snag and
probably won't be out for another
month.

— Larry O'Connor
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The Zulus will perform with
The Pixies Nov. 16 al Saint
Andrew’s Mall in Detroit.
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Here are the top 10 aldums ba WOUX-
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"Koock Me Down™ Red Het Chitl

10 the White.” Pistes.

Welceme 1o Amenca.” Die Warzas.
7. "Look Who's Dancizg.” Ziggy Mardey.
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“Scary. Scary.” Jerry Vile.

“Borz to Dne,” Dave Uchalik.
-Slacghier Me.” Terminad White.
“Hate Bus.” Grievence Committee.
“Warwoeld "War Woeld,

* Fusk BowL.™ Sogad Incoporation.
Save Me.” Antifasklon

!focating Smiles.” Sypol.

“laside the Gates,"Stepplag l.nu Edu.
10 “Kiss God For Me.™

CHANGE
— The Alarm

The Alarm have always had a dif-
ficult time of it. Their sound has al-
ways been somewhat of a surrogate
Clash sound, hut without the strength
of the songwriting. They're not pret-
ty or “show-husinessy” enough to be
major MTV stars, with only one of
their videos, “The Stand,” recejving
any regular alriime.

But they do try. God, they are very
trying.

They write anthemic songs with
calls to “the people” to bond togeth-
cr and right the world's wrongs,
They are “very serious people.”
Thelr latest LP, “Change” (IRS),
doesn't do anything to change this
impresslon.

‘The album starts off with “Sold
Me Down the River,” a straightfor-
ward gultar rock'n'roll song, the
type that takes them from being ane-
mic Clash Imitators Lo being ancmlce
Georgla Satcilites Imitators. Stde
one continues with further rabble-
rousing, anthem-type songs With
singer Mike Peters glving hls best
Bonoesque dramatic vocals. *

There does seem to be an cffert to
steer In the directlon of good ol’ boy
rockin', Especially with the inclusion
of “Warking Man's Blues,” which Is
more than standard southern bar
rock'n’roll.
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ALARI

Also prominently evident are the
extremely banal lyrics like this sa
ple frem “Love Don’t Come Easy:
“Love don't come easy/Sometimes
tove don't come at all/It aln't over
‘til it's over. Or this from “The
Rock:"* “Llke a rock, waves crash
over mn/Thc rock wilt never let you
down.”

Where the hell did they get these,
Rock'n'Roll Lyric Wrlting 1017

1 keep walting for a song, dramati-
cally sung, of course, about life on
the rocaaad, maacaan. Walt, walt
... could this be M2 .. . “A thou-
sand miles before us, long Is the
road, the mountaln high and the val-
ley low." Yes, “Frontier” ls our to-
ken road song.

And just when you thought it was
safe to listen to records again. All
very dramatic and touching. Don't
callus,

— Cormac Wright

THE STONE
ROSES

— The Stone
Roses

Al hail the latest guitar heroes of
British psychedelic pop.

The Stone nnsu sell-lllled dehul
LP topped the UK.

charts for months, and is currently
the target of pralse from US. new
music moguls. College radio is spin-
ning the record, and MTV is rolling
the video for the single, “She Bangs
the Drum.”

The band Is a brash quartet of
Brits with Beatleeuts and all the psy-
chedella staples — eryptle, colorful
designs on the album sleeve, Mowery
print attlre, aloof expresstons.

“The Stone Roses” is an album full
of overtly paisley sounds with
dreamy, droning images and happlly
reverberating guitars, A decided
Liverpudlian influence s heard,
{rom both sets of Liverpool’s favor-
ite songs, Echa & the Bunnymen and
the Fab Four themsclves — a few of
the tracks, particularly “Waterfall”
and “Den't Stop,” could have been
taken right from “Revoler.” Hints of
the Cureand Jesus and Mary Chain
also pepper the record.

The driving foree behind the
upbeat music i3 John Squire’s

i

forthright gultar playing. His gitbox

THE ICEBERG/

FREEDOM OF SPEECH. . .
JUST WATCH WHAT YOU SAY

— lce-T

The warning sticker oa this record
reads “X-rated . . . Parents Strong-
1y Cautioned ... some material
may be X-tra hype and inappropri-
ate for squares and suckers.”

lce-T camns every Implication of
that sticker on the record's secood
cut, “The lceberg," which graphical-

is turned up loud, and he
not afrald to make seemingly unnat-
ural sounds while his stropg rhythm
section hammers away. Gary Moun-
field's bass is exceptionally active,

Vocalist lan Brown excels
throughout, sounding omlnous even
on the acoustic “Ellzabeth, My
Dear,” a brief one-verse number set
to the traditional lune of “Scarbor-
ough Fair/Canticle.”

Other highlights include “(Song for
My) Sugar Spun Sister,” the whimsi-
cal “Shoot You Down,” and the an-
themic “This is the One." Although
it's a little too pop for its own good
in a {ew spots, the record s a strong
debut effort.

In an overcrowded muskcal
the Stonc Roses have established
themselves with catchiness and con-
fidence.

— John Cortez
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- Ist group Publie

ly of men,
women and appllanem. 1It's enough
to make one gladly accept being la-
beled a square or sucker.

The music is ever languld. And be-
cause the first cut is more
than a snatch of Jello Blafra's previ-
ously released spoken-word efforts
set to music, this record gets offtoa
very poor start.

But from the third cut on, Ice-T
lays down an angry, thoughtful and
potent message (bat reaches oot
from Lhe speakers and yanks the lis-
tener in.

“Lethal Weapon™ features a wild,
pulsing bassline off a hot
born riff while Jce-T raps about bow
bis mind is his weapoa.

“This One's for Me” has IeeT
tackling radlo dee jays too timid to
alr bis records, the Bush administra.
tlon and critics of the allegedly rac-

“Now the got static and you
run Uke punks./I haven't heard an

Arn Are .

MC stand up for 'em wce, Iee-T

charges, before proceeding to align
himself with Chuck D., Flavor Flav
and Professor Griff. It s a gsiuu
that uumpnnu !:e-‘l':

u: boldm

ulamcdmanknawlcdgek&‘ﬁwu
rectoess, A sang lke The Iceberg™ Is 5.




