Lathrup hopefuis answer Mackay sees an opportunity

5 important questions

By Tim 8mith
sfalf writor

One challenger is trylng to knock
one of three Lathrup’ Village City
Councll incumbents out of a seat in
the Nav. 7 election,

The top Lwo vote-getters earn two-
year terms and the third-place fin-
Isher receives a one-year stint. Resi-
dents wlll choose from the followlng
candidates: Incumbents Frank
Brock, John Mackay and Mayar
Margaret Dickinson and political
newcomer Jerry Aiello.

All of the candidates were recent-
1y Interviewed by the Southfield Ec-
centrle about the following ques-
ttons:

® How willl the completlon of 1-
696 affect Lathrup Village? Are
there any concerns about a rise in
crlme, which usually follows ex-
pressways? What would you propose
to safeguard the city if that should
happen?

¢ The recent conflict over free-
standing basketbal) hoops seems to
indicate a resldentlal split between
longtime resldents and newcomers.
Is a lack of city unity cause for con-

cern? -

o Along those lines, old versus
new, which directlon is Lathrup Vil-
lage government going? Would you
descrlbe city leaders as proactive or
reactlve?

o There has been talk for years
about enhancing Lathrup's parks.
Where do such projects stand and
can we finally start seetng results?

® What do you sce as the biggest
challenge facing the city council dur-
Ing the next year or two?

The articles on this page are by
staff writer Tim Smith.

Brock wants expanded patrol

EFFECTS OF [-.686: Knowing how

new freeways have hurt ncarby
in other

Brock said the city recently added a

ninth poticeman and hired an experi-

enced police chlef.

“We'll want to watch these (crime)
statistics and make sure that we will
hold the chlef accountable for com-
ing forward with recommendatiors
If we have an lncrease in such prob
lems,” Brock said.

With the freeway allowing for
many more motorists ta pass
through the city, Brock sald an im-
proved, a more-active “Operation
Watch Lathrup” group is nceded.

A posltlve byproduct of 1-696,
Brock said, is the business develop-
ment of land along 11 Mile, which
becomes the {reeway's service drive,

CITY UNITY: There isn't a lack of
unity between the city’s older and
younger populations. But Brock said
{here s a strong need for new recre-
atlon outlets for families with chil-
dren.

Brock said the conflict over free-
standing basketball hoops is a symp-
tom of Lathrup’s Jack of such
autlets,

“What is In place (recreationally)
Is generally for scnlors. Very little is
focused on the youngsters.”

The councll member said a part-

Dickinson:

EFFECT OF 163 Fully
aware of a potentlal rise in crime
due to the completed freeway,
Dicklnson said the city has beefed
up lts police department and
hired a police chief who has at-
tended Lansing seminars on the
issue.

Because of the freeway, the po-
lice department will also have to
cocrdinate efforts with those of
ather municipallties because of
speeding motorists  who cross
boundaries, she satd,

Although Dickinson forecast a
rise in resldential property val-
ues, she does not anticipate a de-
velopment boom, primarily be.
cause the clty is 95 percent built
up. 1-696 wlll “put Lathrup Vit-
lage on the map,” for commuters
and provide residents with many
new recreational and shopping
optlons across metropolitan De-
troit.

‘Those with complaints about
the freeway and its conscquences
have probably moved away from
Lathrup by now, Dickinson said.

CITY UNITY: Dickinson said
the basketball hoops issue is not
an indlcator of divisiveness
ameong different age groups In the
clty.

\)"Il\al it does Indicate s that
there are new citizen needs that
policy makers must address, such
as providing additional recre-
atlon optlons for those familics
wlth young chlldren.

time employee could be hired during
the next year 1o begin addressing
that problem.

PROACTIVE OR REACTIVE: Ac-
cording to Brock, officials have act.
ed responsibly, albeit cautiously, be-
cause Lathrup is a small city with
limited resources. "So sometimes we
have to spend a lttle more time
studylag issues to make sure we
have all the facts before implement.
ing something.”

But Brock said the council has
been preoccupled with infrastruc-
ture issues such as the [-696 con-
struction and the federal mandate to
improve its aging sanitary sewer
system.

The council moved to fepair the
gortions it could and has met federal
Ziidelines step-by-step. Those steps
aie important hurdles for the city to
obain money for the sewer project,
hexaid,

e council needs to aggressively
purye developing a “vision of where
we vant to take Lathrup™ in the fu.
toree said.

Alrady being talked about s get-
ting bisinesses, residents and offi-
cials bgether to bring a theme to
Southfrld Road, the city's so-called
downtorn that Brock said is now a
hodge pdge of business.

Coordination vital

“I thin it's natural for people
to want & have their needs met
first.” Dicinson said, referring to
the hoops chate.

PROACIVE OR REACTIVE:
City officits have “conslstemly
demonstratd a  willingness to
make hard choices,” Dickinson
said.

Dickinson said those include
Meeting  sto-by-step deadlines
required to atain a {ederal EPA
grant for corpleting the renova.
tion of Lathup Village's aging
sewcr systemand the city’s com-
mitment to anultiple-communi-
ty recycling ffort in Oakland
County.

Because $7.tmillion of the $13
millton sewer renovation would
not be covered y a federal grant,
a bond issue vuld have to be
passed by residats to pay for the
rest. Therefore Dickinson sajd,
the council willsoon hire a con-
sulting firm tohelp develop a
public informatin campaign.

Dickinson sal the city will
keep pushing unt it can meet the
federal and stat guidelines for
clean water and ir.

“We belleve te time to pass
the buck §s ove. We're at a
motment of truth'or the environ-
ment and cconayy both" she
sald.

PARKS: Despit getting turned
down by the DNI for a $10,000
grant that would have enabled

Frank Brock
council candidate

PARKS: Lathrup Village recently
was denied financial ald for im.
pravements to Goldengate Park, but
Brock said the city has applied again
10 the same source,

With or without the aid, improve-
ments 1o Goldengate will begin in
the spring, using money already
availzble. “I'll push for that active-
Iy

Please turn to Page 4
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Margaret Dickinson
council candidate

the refurbishing of Goldengate
Park, Dickinson insists improve-
ments there can still be made by
the spring.

“We recognlze parks as an im-
portant need.”” Dickinson said.
“Qur first priority is to use the
funds alrcady set aside for Gol-
dengate Park.”

Basic Improvements to the
park are “do-able,” she said. To
accomplish that, offieials will try
to implement a use plan devel-
oped by Southfield's parks and
recreation depariment, she sald.

The council also hopes to make
some progress with the property
behind Akiva Hebrew Day School.

Please turn to Pago 4

Think critically

SHS program changes emphasis of teaching

By Tim Smith
stall writer

Through a new North Central Ac-
rogram, hileld High

that studenls are abdle to adapt, Wil-
“We used to teach a body of

Then, if students learned

‘There is a myiad of son said.
new challengls that
tudents are hced

School will be :Ewnsurcd on how well
students are prepared for the jn-
creasingly complex world. That is
unlike the old “dollars and cents”
model, principal Kenneth Wilson
said.

Southfleld High was visited last
week by a North Central team,
which began the achool grading pro-
cess, Wilson said. A decision should
be made in March, during the annual
North Central conventlon in Chicago.

“The new (program) will be mea-
suring what we're putting into the
educational process and what s
coming out a8 a result,” as opposed
to determining “the total of dollars
and cents per student and the num-
ber of textbooks,” Wilson safd,

An example of how the new pro-
gram works I8 [inding out whelher
student tardiness decreases, the
principal sad.

with. We musiinstruct

the process oicritical

thinking, to le.rn how

to seek out anf

process infornation.”

— principal Keaweth
i

STUDNTS to think
N h

Wilson

GETTING
lly Is a;
to educators in today} society, That
is an SHS priority tit, it is hoped,
un?dvlsllallon team orerved, Wilson
said. !
“There 13 a. myriadof new chal-
lenges that students i faced with,
We must instruct the yocess of crit-
fcal thinking, to learahow to seck
out and process informdlon.”
A “knowlcdge explasbn™ requires

it they could be productlve citizens.
That's not true now because the base
of information is changing so rapld-
1y. They have to keep updating,” Wil-
son said.

DESPITE THE school’s shift to
the outcome-based program, that
does not “belitlle what was accom-
plished under the old standard,” he

id.

sald.

SHS was selecled In 1983-84 and
1988-83 as one of the natien's exem-
plary high schools under the estab-
lished system, which remalns fn
place as an option for schools,

“It measured what It was designed
to measure,” Witson sald. "The new
ene measures our kids and that’s our
ulU{nn!e focus, It's more challeng-
ng."

A lst of educational objectives
will be a byproduct of the visit, Wil
son sald. The team will return In
1992 and 1985 to measure progress
in those areas,

EFFECTS OF 1.696: The [rec-
way will spur buslness develop-
meni, not decay, along the I-696
corrldor, Mackay said.

Mackay added that citlzens are
excited about having & major tho-
roughtare at thelr convenlence.
“I'm one of the resldents who s
looklng forward to using that
freeway to and from work.”

He doesn't anticipate a growth
in ceime because of 1.696. “1 hope
we can continue to malntatn our
record of crime preventlon.”

CITY UNITY: Mackay de-
scribed Lathrup Village as a uni-
fied “family city.” In keeping
with that, the council wants to
promote actlvities for families,

But the continuing flap over
basketball poles does not mean
the clty is becoming divided,

He sald what it does mean is
there is a good mix of people,
with different interests and opin-
ions. The council wants 1o hear
all the voices before deciding is-
sues, Mackay added.

Monday, October 30, 19890 (&E

“Diversity in the clty repre-
sents a sound basls for practical
decislons,” Mackay sald. “If you
don't have dlversity, you may
have one-sided decisions that may
need to be reverted later.”

Familles shouldn't be penallzed
for having young children who
are interested §n basketball or
other activities, however, he sald.

PROACTIVE OR REACTIVE:
City leadership is “definitely
proactive,” sald Mackay, who
stressed that the council actively
scts and meets goals.

During his first year on the
panel, Mackay said a list of 10
city objectives were developed,
with each council member choos-

(SIBA .

John Mackay
councit

ing two of them. Each d
those goals throughout the year.

“Those worked out very well,”
said Mackay, whose goals were
public safety and beautification.
He added that he continues to
keep track of those issues,

PARKS: Mackay agrees with
other candidates about the need

to get to work on improving the- o«
Goldengate and Akiva recreation”
propertles,

But anotber park area Mackay
envisions would be at Evergreen- .
11 Mile. That's the proposed site
of an underground septic tank, a_

Please turn 1o Page 4

Aiello expects no crime rise

EFFECTS OF 1.696: Because
Lathrup Village is a “self-contained
city,” Aiello doesn't anticipate a rise
in crime in connection to the new
freeway.

"You get lost. You wouldn't drive
to the middle of Lathrup Village to
commit a crime. I1's 2 maze.” Aiello
said.

But Alello stressed that crime
does exist {n the city. Maintaining
adequate numbers on the pollce
force, as well as having a solid
nelghborhood watch group, are ways
to keep erime in check, he said.

Among other splnofis, Afello fore-
casts a deerease in “cut-through”
teaffic and an increase in property
values because of 1-696.

CITY UNITY: Most people in
Lathrup “mind their own business,”
said Alello, who doesn’t think city
unity is a problem.

Of more concern to the chalfenger
is a Jackadaisical public that only is
heard "when something affects
them, Jike the basketball hoops™ Is-
sue.
Aiello, meanwhile, sald the con-
flict over the backboards grew out of
the city not enforcing an ordinance

that allows them only on garages,
and not due 10 a fragmented popula-
tion,

Issues where residents are unified
include thelr perception of Lathrup
as a conservative, safe, family-ori-
cnted community.

PROACTIVE OR REACTIVE: A
new aggressiveness and a vislon for
the future are nceded if the city is to
overcome what Alello describes asa
“lack of ldeatity.”

With 1.696 coming through,
changes in Lathrup Village are inev-
itable. As a result, Atello said “we
need to begin acting more aggres-
sively” and help the city reach a
higher profile.

Aledlo said offictals have done
things well enough to adequately run
the city, but with a touch of compla-
cency, Aello said.

“I'm concerned that we're not
looking into the future far enough or
that the perspective of the people
making decislons is broad enough,”
Alello said.

Alello maintains that there is po-
tential for Lathrup to become anoth-
er Indian Viltage, “a little casis of
renovated hiomes.”

gy

derry Aiello
council candidate

A key for that to happen s for olf]
clals to instlll confidenee In the rési-
dents that Lathrup is a solid enough,
community for them to invest mon-
ey tn renovatlons, he said, s

PARRKS: Alello said parks may nat
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ESTATE
JEWELRY

Collection Show

7_:

Fine Jewelry Salon
November |

10 am. to 5 p.m.
November 2
Noon to 8 pm.
Rachester
November 3
Noon to 8 p.m.
November 4
10am. to 5 pm.
Birmingham
Select from 2
colfection of

previausty owned

tings, necklaces,
pendants, watches,

bracelets, pins,

earrings. Each is
. unique, and

enhanced by time.

Jacobson’s

We welcome Jacobsan's Charga and American Exprass®
Shop until 8 pm. on Thursday and Friday. Until 6 pm. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednssday and Ssturdey.




