Council OKs 8 Mile strip mall . . .

By Alice Collins
gtatf wrlter

The development group in which
Southfleld’s mayor Donald Fracassy
has an ownershlp intcrest won clty
council approval to build a strip
mall on Eight Mile Road last week
after abandoning its original propos.
2l to buy clty-owned property for the
project.

Baseline Group Inc. reduced the
size of its planned center by roughly
25 percent, in order to avoid the
nced for the city Jand and antleipat-
ed delays in council action,

The mall will be constructed on
the north side of Eight Mile west of
Evergreen at Tapert on the siie of
the former Mama Mia’s restaurant,
the Richard Siga shop and two hous-
es. The new plan excludes the abut-
ting Howlett building and property
acquired by the city through foreclo-

sure on a rehabllitation loan,

Fracassi informed city officials of
his owncrship tnvolvement when the
project first came to the attention of
the city, and has withdrawn himself
from all city council discusslons
about it.

AFTER COUNCIL YOTED to ap-
prove the smaller mall Mom{ay,
Fracassi apologlzed for “any
discomfort” that may have been
caused to city staff members as a
result of his ownership interest in
Raseline.

“Every atiempt has been made
(by Baseline) to build a class shop-
ping center en Elght Mile,” satd Fr1
Cassl.

The purchase of the city property
would have allowed the firm to rede-
velop and improve a larger arca.
But that “could not be accomplished

due to a conflict of interest,” Fracas-
sl said.

The snag In the clty's considera-
tlon of the profect came just before a
site plan hearing In early Scptember
when cily atlorney John Beras
learned that the city property was
part of the propesal.

Beras told city council it needed a
Iegal opinlon en whether the clty
could sell land to a city officlnl and
If s0, under what clrcumstances. Be-
cause Beras i3 a mayoral appointee,
he said it would be inappropriate for
him to give them the opinlon.

As a result 2 Kalamazoo attorney

was hired for the opinjon.

“The attorney was starting to re-
scarch It, then I'heard from the may-
or that Basellne was reconsidering
the sile plans without the city prop-
crty,” Beras said In an Interview be-
fore last Monday’s council meeting.

Mayor: No conflict of interest

By Jacklo Kloln
stait wiiter

bid for the propeety at fair market
value, I disclosed my interest in the

Mayor Donald F. Fracassi's part-
nership in an investment group plan.
ning to develop a strip mall on Eight
Mile doesn’t constitute conflict of in-
terest, he sald.

Fracassi's response was (0 a ques.
tion by the Southfield Homeowners
Coalition during a candidates forum
‘Thursday In Southfleld High School.

The mayor, who is unopposed in
his bid for another four-year term,
sald he is an equal partner in Base.
line Group Inc, which proposes 1o
develop the mall on Eight Mile be.
tween Evergreen and Lahser.

“The corporation was founded by
me and I acquired the former Mama
Mia Restaurant property,” Fracass
saig. “Eight Mile needs redevelop-
ment and neighbers are concerned
abaut delerioration.”

WALTER KOWAL, Fracassi's
partner in the project, s sole owner
of the former Mama Mia liquor li-
cense, the mayor said. Kowal suc-
ceeded In consolidatlng some of the
property, he said.

“The piece next to Richard Sign
Co. belongs to the ciy,” Fracasst
satd. “The Bascllne Group couldn’t

“'A clean, safe Journey lurned out
to be dirty. This mayor has never
been involved in contlict of interest.
1 recognized and addressed only the
property initially proposed by the
development group.

"It isn't conflict of interest when a
mayer goes out and spends money to
clean up slum areas. I never want to
cmbarrass mysel{ or my family. My
Integrity should never be ques-
tioned,”

FRACASSL ALSO WAS asked
ahbout his statement that a compre-
hensive wetlands preservation ordi-
nance would freeze growth and the
city would be responsible for buying
off parcels of land for which devel-
opment may be denled.

Fracassi doesn't oppose such an
ordinance but Is concerncd about
parts of it, he said.

“The city has fought to pro(ccl
woods, waterways and flood plains,”
he said. “But an overabundance of
controls leads to no flexibility in the
future, The proposed ordinance stops
all growth of residential and com-
mercial development.”

According to Fracasst, only 1,700
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acres of land remain undeveloped.
Most of the land is residenttally
zoned on flood plains near wetlands,

he satd. Vacant land on the west side
of the city {s ncar wetlands and the
Rouge River, he sald.

"If you don’t allow taxpayers to
use their own Jand who will pay for
itz Fracassi asked. “Look at the
costs and the [lexibility. Wetland
property near the American Center
is worth $30 million.”

wise & week s better

“I safd, let me know because we
have an attorney with a time clock
going."

BASELINE PRESIDENT Walter
Kowal offlclally notlfled city council
by letter on Oct. 3 that the group
“has declded to go forward with the

. development project without
the city owned property, [ have sub-
mitted a revised development plan
for a 16,740 square foot retall cen-
ter,” the letter continued.

Kowal asked for quick city action
on the new plan.

“Because of the numerous slte
plan delays, we are having a difficult
time holding a1 of the properties to-
gether that are Included in this as-
semblage," he sald,

Council’s votes to rezone all of the
property for commercial use and to
approve the center slte plan were
unanimous.

News closer to home O

Dollhouses to Dreamhouses
Kits

Assombmd

'29“ aup
Start now for
the Halidayat

Wae seecton of mna 3 *Suatain
fure fandore. accessorny g 1148
8 tunng susptes

Phe Dott W’Mp&{a{

& Toy Soldier Skop

Manday, Oclober 30. 1969 O&4E

(S15A"

ADYERTISING

XN

y 830000 W,

Count

£32.2222 Plochwe e/ ochwster MM

Great Kiichens!
TAKE SPECIAL PLANNING
See Your Plans Come To Life
With Qur Computer Drawings

WEHAVE YOUR ANSWERS .

No Obligations

> "c’;i’s',‘t“n-%" 543-3115

PRO-CRAFT

dable Work

Kitchen Specialist

 Solid Dep
541-0340 or Toll Free 1-800-822-2459 -

Dequindre at 12 Mile Road
License Insurad 2085533
Also Bathrooms, Basomeonts, Windows, AllHome Improvements

SAVE $5.48 TO s11.

-
T s b

Featuring DuPont STAINMASTER
Premier Designer Collection

 Dirt doesn't cling—vacuums up sasily
 Engineered to resis! maiting and crushing

1G LEES AUTUMN SALE
NOW AT BECKWITH EVANS!

is
i

* Full flve yoar wartanty

52599 $2299 $2599 S2699 32399

= The baauty lasts.
+ CertiNed and warranied by DuPonl.

* DuPont regiatered certification mark

NOW ONLY NOow

$9699|$9999

[t
»u-.-qn-u
luvunn--nn
o 1w L
Mt W24 ¢
[T
Povw L exrogt
rmnan

© VANS@

© TROY WARCHOUSE
© FLTASANT RIDGE .

@ Beckwirh &

« CUATON TORNSRIP

ORD .
* BEARSORA KEIGHTS
A

* ST CLAIR SMOXEY

MESTALLATIONS, CALL

ough Sunday, Nov. Sth

B LY ST RN

Save §11.00 yd.! Sava $9.00 yd.! Save $11.00 yd.! Save $11.00 yd.t Save $10.00 yd.! Save $11,00 yd.! Save $9.00yd.! -
LEES GEOMETRIC | LEES PATTERNED | LEES SUBTLE LEES DEEP LEES HEW LEES PATTERNED | LEES TAILORED
TEXTURED TWIST TONE VELVETY ELEGANT PLUSH “TRACKLESS™
PLUSH | CARPET ON TONE PLUSH | PLUSH | CARPET | PLUSH
38 tupetd ealort. 17 designat cotors, 48 wonderfsl colors. 44 graat colors, 4 delighthul colors. 35 elegant colom. .t
ﬁ!uu!- um Inxl Hu-lu m.ﬂ lnu mmv uus tagt, munl. m” Inst. Rtauln uus tnst, Regular $37.99 last. Repalat ms’ I-ﬂ H

3837000

1902, apic K.
24282 Woodand.

- 34920 Gratied
15001 % B Mk R4
24430 ford 4.
13173 Plymouth R
23037 furea Ra
23020 M8 e

hed
iﬁgbmm. K

W oo FLEX! Up o §SO0.00 feata Creet

VISA R

1rv¢ Boww Senie—Call Cotiect {313) $35-7000

-n




